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 OTWITHSTANDING your conſtant refuſal, 
when 1 have aſked leave to prefix your name 


to this Dedication, I muſt till inſiſt on wo he. cot ro 
deſire TO protection of this Worx. 


To you, Sir, it is owing that this hiſtory was ever 
begun. It was by your deſite that I firſt thought of 
ſuch a compoſition. So many years have ſince paſt, 
f that you may have, perhaps, forgotten this circum- 
| ſtanee: but your deſires are to be in the nature of 
\ 


commands ; and the 1 of them ** never to * 5 
| erated from my memory. | 4 


F# — Acan, Sir, without your effiiunce, this hiſto 

had never been completed. Be not ſtartled at the 1 

ſertion. I do not intend to draw on you the ſuſpicion 
of being a romance writer. I mean no more, than 
that 1 partly owe to you my exiſtence during great 
part of the time which I have employed in compoſing 
it: another matter which it may be neceſſary to re- 
mind you of, ſince there are certain actions of which 
you are apt to be extremely forgetful; but of theſe 
I hope I ſhall apes br have a gon mene thaw 
yourſelf, 
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„ DEDICATION. 
arri, It is owing to you that the hiſtory ap- 
pear what it now is. If there be in this Work, as 
l fome have been pleaſed to ſay, a ſtronger picture of 
A truly benevolent mind than is to be found in any 
bother, who that knows you, and a particular ac- 
Auaintance of yours, will doubt whence that bene- 
-. © - — wolence hath been copied? The world will not, I be- 
MHieve, make me the compliment of thinking I took it 
© -- from myſelf. I care not: this they ſhall. own, that 
>: the two perſons from whom I have taken it, that is 
10 fay, two of the beſt and worthieſt men in the world, 
are ſtrongly and zealouſly my friends. I might be 
"eontented with this, and yet my vanity will add a 
third to the number; and rank him one of the great- 
2 eſt and nobleſt, not only in his rank, but in every pub- 
le and private virtue. But here, whilſt my grail 
for the princely benefactions of the Duke of 
don burits from my heart, you muſt forgive my re- 
6 minding vou, that/it was you who firſt recommended. 
me ze the notice of my. benefaQtar. & —_ 


Au what are your objections to the allowance of 
me bonour which 1 have ſolicited? Why, you have 
- - commended the book ſo warmly, that you ſhould be 
= _ allamed of reading your name before the Dedication. | 
HIuadeed, Sir, if the book itſelf doth not make you 
- _ _albamed of your commendations, nothing that I can 
bers write, will, or ought. I am not to give up my 
night to your protection and patronage, becauſe you 
dare eommended my book: for though I acknow- 
lledge ſo many obligations to you, I do not add this 
tdi the number, in which friendſhip, I am convinced, 
bab ſo little ſhare ; fince that can neither bias your 


- 
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= _ judgment, nor pervert your integrity. An enemy 


_ 5 


may at; any time obtain your commendation: by only 
geſerving it; and the utmoſt which the faults of your 
wiede can hope for, is your ſilence; or, perhaps if 
00 ſexerely accuſed, your gentle palliation. 1 8 
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Is ſhort, Sir; I ſuſpect that your dillike of public 
Praiſe, is your true objection to granting my requeſt. 

? have obſerved, that you have, in common with my 
two other friends, an unwillingneſs to hear the leaſt 
mention of your own virtues : that, as a great Poet 
ſays of one of you, {%F —_ Joey yy Wea it of 


all three), you 
2 Do 4 by Health, and 2 to nd it fame.) 


Ir men of this diſpeſition are as careful to ſhun. _ 
applauſe, as others are to eſcape cenſure, how juſt 
muſt be your apprehenſion of your character falling 
into my hands; fince, what would not a man have 
reaſon to dread, if attacked by an author who had 
received from him injuries _ to my, obligations 


1 as, 
L, 

? 
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And will not this dread of cenſure 5 in pro- 
portion to the matter which a man is conſcious of 
vob afforded for it? If his whole life, for inſtance, 
moulck be one continued ſubject of ſatire, he may well 
tremble when an incenſed ſatiriſt takes: him in hand. 
Now, Sir, if we apply this to your modeſt averſion 
to panegyric, how reaſonable Wal your fears of me- 


appear! „ r e et35 en a 


YzrT ſurely you might 5 ade my ambition, 
from this ſingle confidence, that 1 ſhall always prefer 
the indulgence of your inclinations to the ſatisfaction 
of my own, A very ſtrong inſtance of which 1 ſhall. 
give you in this addreſs; in which I am determined: 
to follow the example of all other. Dedicators, and, 
will conſider, not what my Patron really deſerves. to 
have written, but what he will be beſt pleaſed to read. 


Wirnovr farther preface, then, 1 befe Er 
Jou with the labours of ſome years of my life. What: 
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5 DEDICATION. 


Ky merit theſe labours have, is already Ala to your- 


2 felf. If, from your favourable judgment, I have 
- _Conceived ſome eſteem for them, it cannot be imputed 


to vanity: ſinee I ſhould have agreed as implicitly | 


to your opinion, | had it been given in favour of any 
_ other man's production. Negatively, at leaſt, I may 
be allowed to ſay, that had I been ſenfible: of any 


eat demerit in the Work, you are the laſt perſon. 
to whoſe protection I would have ventured to recom— 


E mend it. 3 


b Bao the name of my patron, Jude 1 hope my 
reader will be convinced; at his very entrance on this 
Work, that he will find, in the whole courſe of it, 
nothing prejudicial to the cauſe of religion and vir- 
tue; nothing inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of 
decency, nor which can offend even the chaſteſt eye 


in the peruſal... On the contrary, I declare, that to. 


recommend goodneſs and innocence, hath been my 
fincere endeavour in this Hiſtory. This honeſt pur- 
Poſe you have been pleaſed to think I have attained ; 

and, to ſay the truth, it is likelieft to be attained i in 
books of this kind: kor an example is a kind of pic- 
ture, in which virtue becomes, as it were, an object 
- of fight, and ftrikes us with an idea of that love - 
 linefs Which IE aſſerts there is in her naked 


F ai; 3 | that of virtue which 
1 attract Ae 5 of mankind, I have at- 
9 to engage a. fironger motive to haman action 

her HERES convincing men that their true in- 

elt directs them to a purſuit of her. For this pur- 
Ike 1 have ſhewn, that no acquiſitions of guilt can 
compenſate the loſs of that ſolid inward comfort of 
mind, which is the ſure companion of. innocence and: 
© Nw Us nor can in the leaft balance the evil of that 
py : SELL ö 3 horror 
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horror avd anxiety which, in'their- room, guilt intro- 
duces into our bofoms. And again, that as theſe ac- 
aAuiſitions are in themſelves generally worthleſs, ſo 
are the means to attain them not only -baſe and in- 
famous, but at beft uncertain, and Hors full of dan- 
ger. Laſtly, I have endeavoured ſtrongly to incul- 
cate, that virtue and innocence can ſcarce ever be in- 
jured but by indiſcretion ; and that it is this alone 
which often betrays them into the ſnares that deceit 
and villany ſpread for them; a moral which I have 
the more induſtriouſly laboured, as the teaching it is, 
of all others, the likelieft to be attended with ſuc- 
ceſs ; ſince, I believe, it is much eaſier to make good 
men wiſe, than to make bad men good. 

Fox theſe purpoſes 1 have employed all the wit 
and humour of which I am maſter, in the following 
hiſtory; wherein I have endeavoured to laugh man- 
kind out of their favourite follies and vices. How 
far I have ſucceeded in this good attempt, I ſhall 
| ſubmit to the eandid reader, with only two requeſts : 
Firſt, That he will not expect to find perfection in 
this Work; and, /econdly, "That he will excuſe ſome 
parts of it, if they fall ſhort of that little merit which 
4 Ee, may appear in others. Be 


I WII detain you, "Ip no Jonger: Indeed I have - 
run into a Preface, while J profeſſed to write a Dedi- 
cation. But how can it be otherwiſe? I dare not 
praiſe. vou; ; and. the only means I know of to avoid 
it, when you are in my thoughts, are either to be 


entirely filent, or to turn my OD to ſome other 
fubjet. 


Pax pon, therefore, what 1 kde ſaid fn this e- 
piſile, not only without your conſent, but abſolutely 
_ again it 3 and give me at leaſt leave, in this public: 

un 
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5 Fel. 


N 2 5 ought to confider bimſelf, not as 
A a gentleman who gives a private or clee- 
 moſynary treat, but rather as one who 
keeps a public ordinary, at which all perſons are 
welcome for their money. In the former caſe, it 
is well known that the entertainer. provides what 
fare he pleaſes: and though this ſhould be yery 
indifferent, and utterly diſagreeable to the taſte 
of his company, they muſt not find any fault ; 
| nay, on the contrary, good breeding forces them 
outwardly to approve and to commend whateyer: 
is ſet before them. Now, the contrary of this 
ha pens 4 Aa malter of an 6 | Meat who _ 
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pay for Sag they eat, will inſiſt on gratifying 
their palates, however nice and whimſical theſe may 
prove; and if every thing is not agreeable te their 

taſte, will challenge a right to eenſure, to abuſe, 
and to d—=n their dinner without conttoul. 

To prevent, therefore, giving. offence to their 
cuſtomers by any ſuch diſappointment, it 3 1 
been uſual with the honeſt and welb meaning 
to provide a bill of fare, which all 2 wh 
| peruſe at their firſt entrance into the houſe; and, 

aving thence acquainted themſelves with the en- 
_ rertarnment which They may expect, may either 
| Nay and regale with what is provided for them, or 
may depart to ſome other ordinary better accom- | 
we modated to their taſte. _ | 
As we do not diſdain to borrow wit or wiſdom 
from any man ho is c: 
we have condeſcended to take a bint from theſe 
honeſt victuallers, and ſhall prefix, not only a ge- 
neral bill of fare to our whole entertainment, but 

mall likewiſe give the reader particular bills to e- 
very courſe which is to be ſerved up in this and 
the enſuing volumes. 

The provifion, then, which we have here avide 
is no other than HUMAN NATURR: nor doT 
fear that my ſenſible reader, though moſt luguri- 
ous in bis taſte, will ſtart, cavil, or be offended, 
- becauſe I have named but one article, The tor- 
toiſe, as the alderman of Briſtol, well learned in 
_ cating, knows| by much experience, beſides the 
delicious:calibaſh and calipee, contains many dif- 
ferent kinds of food: nor can the learned reader 
be ignorant, that in human nature, though bere 
collected eee general 8 3 is ſuch pro - 
. difnous variety, that a cook will have ſooner gone 
nl all wan 2 e of animal and ve- 
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getable food in the world, than an author will be 
Able to exhauſt fo extenſive a ſubjecr. 
An objection may, perhaps, be apprehended 
from the more delicate, that this diſh is too com- 
mon and vulgar ; for what. elſe is the ſubject of 
all the romances, novels, plays, and poems, with 
which the falls abound ? Many exquiſite viands- 
might be fejected by the epicure, if it was a ſuf- 
ficient cauſe for his contemning of them as com- 
mon and vulgar; that ſomething was to be found 
in the moſt paltry alleys under the ſame name. 
In reality, true Nature is as difficult to be met 
with in authors, as the Bayonne ham or Bologna. 
ſauſage is to be found in the ſhpps. 
But the whole, to continue rhe ſame metaphor, 
conliſts in the cookery of the author; for, as Me: 


* 


Pope tells us, ; 


| True wit it Nature to advantage drei d,, 
What oft was thought, but n&er ſo well. expreſs'd-. 
The ſame animal which hath the honour to 
have ſome part of his fleſh eaten at the table of a 
duke, may perhaps be degraded in another part, 
and ſome of his. limbs gibbeted, as it wete, in 
the ,vileſt ſtall in- town. Where then lies the 
difference between the food of the nobleman and 
the porter, if both are at dinner on the ſame ox. 
or calf, but in the ſeaſoning, the dreffing, the 
garniſhing, and the ſetting forth ? Hence the 
one provokes and incites the molt languid appe- 
tire, and the other turns and palls that which is 
eee, LR 
In like manner, the excellence of the mental 
entertainment conſiſts Jeſs in the ſubject, than in 
- the. author's (kill in well dreſſing it up. How 
„ l 1 | pleaſed, 
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ed, therefore, will the reader be to fd. that 
re have, in the following work, adhered cloſely 
to one of the higheſt principles of the beſt coo 
which the preſent age, or, perhaps, that of He. 
Hogabulus, hath” produced? This great man, as 
is well known to all lovers of polite eating, be- 
Eins at firſt by ſetting plain things before his hun- 
oY gueſts, rifing afterwards by degrees, as their 
machs may be ſuppoſed to decreaſe, to the very 

__quintefſence of ſauce and ſpices. In like man- 

ner, we ſhall repreſent human nature at firft, to 

the keen appetite of our reader, in that more plain 1 

and *mple manner in which it is found in the 
-. country; and ſhall hereafter haſh and ragoo it 

with all the high French and Italian ſeaſoning of 

affectation and vice which courts and cities afford. 

By theſe means, we doubt not but our reader may 

be rendered defirous to read on fot ever, as the 

1 perſon, juſt above mentioned, is ſuppoſed to 

ve made ſome perſons eat. 
Having premited thus much, we will now ge- 

Nit thoſe who ke our bill of fare no longer from 

their diet, and ſhall proceed directly to ferve up 

the 1 courſe of our ory: or” ew entertain · 
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Tx that part of the weſtern divifion of this 

kingdom, which is commonly called Somer- 
terlilre, there lately lived (and, perhaps, lives ſtill) 
2 gentleman whoſe name was Allworthy, and 
1 who might well be called the fayourite of both 
_ "mln Nature 
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Nature and Fortune; for both of theſe ſeem to 
have contended which ſhould bleſs and enrich him 
moſt. In this contention, Nature may ſeem to 
ſome to have come off victorious, as ſhe beſtow- 


= won him many gifts; while Fortune had only 


one gift in ber power: but in pouring forth this, 
ſhe was ſo very profuſe, that others, perhaps, may 
think this Gngle endowment to have been more 
than equivalent to all the various bleſſings which 
he enjoyed from Nature. From the former of 
_ theſe, he derived an agreeable perſon, a ſound 
conſtitution, a folid underſtanding, and a bene- 
volent heart; by the latter, he was .decreed to 
the inberitance of one of the largeſt eſtates in the 
„ . ee 4 
This gentleman had, in bis youth, married a 
very worthy and beautiful woman, of whom he 
bad been extremely fond: by her he had three 
children, all of whom died in- their infancy. He 
bad likewiſe had the misfortune of burying this 
beloved wife herſelf; about five years before the 
time in which this hiftory chooſes to ſet out. This 
loſs, however great, he bore like a man of ſenſe 


and conſtancy; thougb; it muſt be confeſſed, he 


would often talk. a little vhimſically on this head; 
for he ſometimes ſaid, he looked on himſelf as 
ſtill married, and conſidered his wife as only gone 
= little before him a journey, which he ſhould moſt 
certainly, ſooner or later, take after her; and 
tbat he had not the leaſt doubt of meeting her a- 
gain, in a place where he ſhould never part witng 
her more. Sentiments for which his ſenſe was 
_ arraigned by one part of his neighbours, his reli- 
Sion by a ſecond, and his ſincerity by a third. 
le now lived, for the moſt part, retired in the: - 
 Eountry, with one ſiſter, for whom he bad a very 
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___ render affection. This lady was now ſomewhat 


witk no impropriety, be afſumed. She was of 
That ſpecies of women whom you eommend rather 
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_ » cels) they never venture to attack. 
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paſt che age of thirty, an æta at which, in the o- 
Pinion of the malicious, the title of old maid may, 


for good qualities than beauty, and who are ge- 
nerally called by their own ſex, very good ſort. f. 
women —as good a ſort of woman, Madam, as. 
Jou would wiſh to know. Indeed, ſhe: was ſo 
far from regreting want of beauty, that ſhe never 
mentioned that perfection (if it can be called one) 
without contempt; and would often thank God 
The was not as handfome as Miſs Such- a- one, whom 
perhaps beauty had led into errors which ſhe might 
have otherwiſe avoided. Miſs Bridget Allworthy- 
(for that was the name of this lady) very rightly 
- *conceived the charms of perſon in a woman to be 
no better than ſnares for herfelf, as well as for o- 
thers; and yet ſo diſcreet was ſhe in her conduct, 
that her prudence was as much on the guard, as 
Ai ſhe had all the ſnares to apprehend which were 
ever laid for her whole ſex. Indeed, I have ob- 
ſerved, (though it may ſeem unaccountable to the 
reader), that this guard-of prudence, like the train · 
ed bands, is always readieſt to go on duty where 
there is the leaſt danger. It often baſely and 
: cowardly deferts thoſe paragons for whom the men 
ate al-wiſhing, ſighing, dying, and ſpreading e - 
very net in their power; and conſtantly. attends at 
the heels of that higher order of women, for whom 
the other ſex have a more diſtant and awful re- 
ſpect, and whom (from deſpair, I ſuppoſe, of ſuc- 


Reader, I think proper, before we proceed any 
-- Erther together, to acquaint thee, that I intend 
d digreſs, through this whole. hiſtory, . | 
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I ſee, occaſion ; of which 1 am myſelf: a better 
judge than any pitiful critie whatever. And here 
E uſt defire all thoſe critics. to mind their own 
buſineſs, and not to intermeddle with affairs,. or 
works, which no ways concerns them: for till 
they produce the authority by which they are con- 


diction. Si % | Pr | 45 bi +0 a 


4 4. odd 3 8 17 Mr Allwerthy at Tag re- 
turn home. The. decent behaviour of. Mrs De- 
boraß Wilkins, t Inn proper | gags 
n baſtards. 8 1 
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I Hove told. my 0e i in ihe preceding chapter, 
that Mr Alworthy inherited a large fortune; 
that he had a good heart, and no family. Hence, 
doubtleſs, it will be concluded by many, that he 
lived like an honeſt man, owed no one a ſhilling, 
took nothing but what was his own, kept a good 
| houſe, entertained his neighbours with a hearty 
welcome at his table, and was charitable to the 
or, i. e. to thoſe who had rather beg than work, 
by giving them the offals from it; that he died 
immenſely rich, and built an hoſpital. 5 
And true it is, that he did Aas; of theſe things; 
but had he done nothing more, I ſhould, have left 
him to have recorded his own merit on ſome fair 
free · ſtone over the door of that hoſpital. Matters 
of a much more extraordinary kind are to be the 
ſubject of this hiſtory, or I thould groſsly miſpend 
my time in writing ſo voluminous.a work; and 
you, my ſagacious friend, might with equal profit 
and * travel chrough ſome pages,, which 
5 certain 
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certain droll authors have been facetiouſſy pleaſed 


to call The Hiftory of England. "bg 
Mr e Fon, abſent a full quarter of' 
year in London, on ſome very particular buſineſs, 
though I know not what it was; but judge of its 
importance, by its having detained him fo long 
from home, whence he had not been abſent a 
month at a time, during the ſpace of many years. 
He came to bis houſe very late in the evening, 
and, after a ſhort ſupper with his fiſter, retired 
much fatigued to his chamber. Here, having 
ſpent ſome minutes on his knees, a cuſtom which 
he never broke through on any account, he was 
preparing to ſtep inte bed, when, upon opening 
the clothes, to his great ſurpriſe, he beheld an in- 
fant, wrapt up in ſome coarſe linen, in a ſweet. 
and profound ſleep, between his ſheets. . He ſtood - 
ſome time loſt in aſtoniſhment at this ſight ; bur, 
as good-nature had always the aſcendunt in bis 
mind, he ſoon began to be touched with-ſenti- 
ments of compaſſion for the little wretch before 
him. He then rang his bell, and ordered an el- 
derly woman-fervant to riſe immediately and eome 
to him; and, in the mean time, was ſo eager in 
Tontemplating the beauty of innocence, appear - 
ing in thoſe lively colours with which infancy and 
fleep always diſplay it, that his thoughts were too 
much engaged to reflect that he was in his ſhirt, _ 
when the matron-came in. She had indeed given 
her maſter ſufficient time to dreſs himſelf ; for out 
of reſpect to him, and regard to decency, ſhe had 
ſpent many minutes in adjuſting her hair at the 
 Jooking+glaſs, notwithſtanding all the hurry in 
Which the had been ſummoned by the fervant, and 
though her maſter, for aught ſhe knew, lay ex- 
piring in an apoplexy, or in ſome other fit. 


. 
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It will not be wondered at, that à creature, who 
had ſo ſtrict a regard to decency in her own per- 
ſon, ſhould be ſhocked at the leaſt deviation from 
it in another, She therefore no ſooner opened the 
door, and ſaw her maſter ſtanding by the bed-fide 
in his ſhirt, with a candle in his hand, than ſhe 
ſtarted back in a moſt terrible fright, and might 
perhaps have ſwooned away, had he not now re- 
collected his being undreſt, and put an end to her 
terrors, by deſiring her to ſtay without the door, 
till he had thrown ſome clothes over his back, and 
was become incapable of ſhocking the pure eyes 
of Mrs Deborah Wilkins, who, though in the fif- 
ty-ſecond year of her age, vowed the had never 
beheld a man without his coat. Sneerers and pro- 
fane wits may perhaps laugh at ber firſt fright, 
ret my graver reader, when he conſiders the time 
of night, the ſummons from her bed, and the f1- 
tuation in which ſhe found her maſter, will high- 
ly juſtify and applaud her conduct; unleſs the pru- 
dence, which mult be ſuppoſed to attend maidens 
at that period of life at which Mrs Deborah ha 
arrived, ſhould a little leſſen his a&miration. © 
When Mrs Deborah returned into the room, 
and was acquainted by her maſter with the finding 
the little infant, her conſternation was rather 
3 than his had been; nor could ſhe refrain 
from crying out, with great horror of accent as 
well as Took, My good Sir! what's to be done?“ 
Mr Allworthy anſwered, ſhe muſt take care of the 
child that evening, and in the morning he would 
give orders to provide it a nurſe. Les, Sir, 
ſays ſhe, * and I hope your Worſhip will ſend out 
your warrant to take up the hufly its mother, {for 
ſhe. muſt be one of the neighbourhood), and 1 
ſhould be glad to ſee her committed to Bridewell, 
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and whipt at the cart's tail. Indeed ſuch wicked 
Nats cannot be too ſeverely puniſhed, Pl war- 1 
rant tis not her firſt, by her impudence in laying MF | 
it to your Worſhip.'—* In laying it to mel De- 
borah, anſwered Allworthy, * 1 can't. think: ſhe WY * 
hath any ſuch deſign. I ſuppoſe ſhe. has only 
taken this method to provide for. her child; and | 
truly I am glad ſhe hath not done-worſe.? I don't 
know what is worſe,” cries Deborah, * than for | 
ſuch wicked ſtrumpets to lay their fins at honeſt 
mens doors; and though your Worſhip knows 
your own innocence; yet the world is cenſorious; 
and it hath been many an honeſt man's hap to paſ: 
for the father of children he never begot ; and if 
your Worſhip ſhould provide for the child, it may 
make the people the apter to believe; beſides, wh 
ſhould your Worſhip provide for what the pariff 
is obliged to maintain? For my own part, if it 
was an honeſt: man's child indeed: but for my 
own part, it goes againſt me to touch theſe miſ- 
| begotten wietches, whom I don't look upon as m 
fellow creatures. Faugh, how it ſtinks! It doth 
not ſmell like a Chriſtian : If I might be ſo bold 
as give my advice, I would have it put in a baſ- 
ket, and ſent out and laid at the church-warden's 
door. It is a good night, only a little rainy and 
_ windy; and if it was well wrapt up, and put in 
a warm baſkec, it is two to one but it lives till it 
is found in the morning. But if it ſhould not, 
we have diſcharged our duty in taking proper care 
of it, and it is perhaps better for ſuch creatures 
to die in a ſtate of innocence, than to grow up 
/ and imitate their mothers; for nothing better can 
be expected of them.” net te IP 
There was ſome ſtrokes in this ſpeech, which 
perhaps, would have offended Mr Uworchy, had 
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be ſtrictiy attended to it; but he bad now got one 


gentle preſſure, ſeeming to implore his aſſiſtance, 
bad certainly out-pleaded the eloquence of Mrs 
Deborah, had it been ten times greater than it 
was. He now gave Mrs Deborah poktive orders 
ts take the child to her own bed, and to call up a 
maid-ſervant to provide it pap, and other things 
| againſt it waked. He likewiſe ordered that proper 


= ſoon as he was ſtirring 
Such was the diſcerament of Mrs Wilkins, and 
ſuch the reſpect fhe bore her maſter, under whom 
ſhe enjoyed a moſt excellent place, that her ſeru- 
ples gave way to his peremptory commands; and 
ſhe took the .child under her arms, without any 
. diſguſt at the illegality of its birth ; and 
eclaring it was a ſweet little infant, walked off 
with it to her own chamber. 
Allworthy bere betook himſelf to thoſe pleaſing 
ſlumbers which a heart that hungers after good 


neſs is apt to enjoy when thoroughly ſatisfied: as 


theſe are poſſibly ſweeter than what are occaſioned 
by any other hearty meal, I ſhould take more 
pains to diſplay them to the reader, if I knew any 
air to recommend him to for the procuring ſuc 

an appctite. hk . n 
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The reader's neck breught into danger by a de crip- 
tion ; his eſcape, and the great cada 
Bridget Allwortby. 


IX Gothic ſtyle of building could produce no- 
thing nobler than Mr Allworthy's 0 
8 — ere 


cenfion of Mifs 


clothes ſhould be procured for it early in the morn» 
ing, and that it ſhould be brought to himſelf 26 


of his fingecs into the infant's hand, which, by its 
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4 There was an air of grandeur in it that ſtruck you 
1 with awe, and rivalled the beauties of the beſt 


9 © 


_ Grecian architecture: and it was as commodious 
within, as venerable without. = ha 


It ſtood on the ſouth-eaſt fide of a hill, but 
nearer. the bottom than the top of it, ſo as to be, 
ſheltered from the north-eaſt by a grove of old 
oaks, which roſe” above it in a gradual aſcent of 
near half a mile, and P enough to enjoy 
a moſt charming proſpect of the valley beneath. 

In the midſt of the grove was a fine lawn, ſlop- 
ing down towards the houſe, near the ſummit of 

which roſe a plentiful ſpring, guſhing out of a 
rock covered with firs, and forming a conſtant caſ- 
cade of about thirty feet; not carried down a re- 

_ gular flight of ſteps, but tumbling in a natural fall 
over the broken and moſſy ſtones, till it came to 
the bottom of the rock; then running off ina 
pebbly channel, that with many leſſer falls wind- 
ed along, till it fell into a lake at the foot of the 
hill, about a quarter of a mile below the houſe 
on the ſouth ſide, and which was ſeen from every 
room in the front. Out of this lake, which fill- 
ed the centre of a beautiful plain, embelliſhed with 
groups of beeches and elms, and clad with ſheep, 
iſued a river, that, for ſeveral miles, was ſeen to 

- meander through an amazing variety of meadows 

and woods, till it emptied itſelf into the ſea; with 

a large arm of which, and. an ifland beyond it, 
the proſpect was cloſeee. es 

On the right of this valley opened another of 

leſs extent, adorned with ſeveral villages, and ter- 
minated by one of the towers of an old ruined 
, * abbey, grown over with ivy, and part of the front, 
which remained ſtill entire. F 
© The left-hand ſcene preſented the view of a Fery 
; 55 e e eee 
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X fine park, compoſed of very unequal ground, and 


agreeably varied with all the diverſity that hills, 
lawns, wood, and water, laid out with admirable. 
taſte, but owing leſs to art than to nature,” could. 


give. Beyond this the country gradually roſe in- 


to a ridge of wild mountains, 
were above the clouds Ä 

It was now the middle of May, and the morn- 
ing was remarkably ſerene, when Mr Allworthy 


the tops of which 


- 


- walked forth on the terrace, where the dawn o- 


pened every minute that lovely proſpect we have 
3 deſcribed to his eye. And now having ſent 


forth ſtreams of light which aſcended the blue 
firmament before him, as harbingers preceding 
bis pomp, in the full blaze of his majeſty up roſe 
the ſun ; than which one object alone in this low= 


er creation could be more glorious, and that Mr. 
Allworthy himſelf preſented; a human being re- 


= plete with benevolence, meditating in what man- 


ner he might render himſelf moſt acceptable 
to his Creator, by doing moſt good to his crea- 
tures. +: 31.61 ie 

Reader, take care; I have unadviſedly led thee 
to the top of as high a hill as Mr. Allworthy's, 
and how to get thee down without breaking thy 
neck, I do not well know. However, let us een 
venture to flide. down together; for. Miſs Bridget 
rings her bell, and Mr Allworthy is ſummoned 
to breakfaſt, where I muſt attend, and, if you 
pleaſe, ſhall be glad of your company. 

The uſual compliments having paſſed between 
Mr Allworthy and Miſs Bridget, and the tea being 


poured out, he ſummoned Mrs Wilkins, and told 


his ſiſter he had a preſent for her; for which ſhe 


thanked him, imagining, I ſuppoſe, it had been 
| a gown, or ſome ornament for her perſon. In- 


Vol. I, B 5 deed, 
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deed, le very often made ber ſuch preſents 5 


and the, in complacence to him, ſpent much 
time in adorning herſelf: I fay, in complacence 
to him, becauſe ſhe always expreſſed the greateſt 
_ contempt for dreſs, and for thoſe ladies who mo: 
it their ſtudy, - | 
But if ſuch was her expeQation, how was ſhe 
diſappeinted, when Mrs Wilkins, according to 
the order ſhe had received from her maſter, pro= 
duced the little infant! Great ſurpriſes, as hath MX 
been obſerved, are apt to be ſilent; and fo was 
Mifs Bridget, till her brother began and told her 
the whole ſtory, which, as the reader knows it 
already, we Hall not repeat. | 
Miſs Bridget had always expreſſed fo. great I 
ard for what the ladies are pleaſed to call vir- 
tue, and had herſelf maintained ſuch a ſeverity of 
character, that it was expected, eſpecially by 
Wilkins, that ſhe would have vented much bit- 
terneſs on this occaſion, and would have voted for 
fending the child, as a kind of noxious animal, 
r out of the houſe; but, on the con- 
trary, ſhe rather took the good- natured fide of the 
queſtion, intimated ſome compaſſion for the help- 
leſs little creature, and commended her brother's 
| emrity in what he had done. | 
Perhaps the reader may account for this . = 
viour from her condeſcenſion to Mr Allworthy, 
when we have informed him, that the good man 
had ended his narrative with owning a refolutiorr *® 
to take care of the child, and to breed him up as 
his own ; for, to acknowledge the truth, ſhe was 
always ready to oblige her brother, and very ſel. 
dom, if ever, contradicted - his ſentiments; ſhe 
would indeed fometimes make a few obſerrecions, 
as, that men were headſtrong, and mult have their 
* N e en 
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emu a few common matters, with a very mam. 
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own way, and would wiſh ſhe had been bleſt with 
an independent fortune; but theſe were always 
vented in a low voice, and, at the moſt, amounit= 
ed only to what is called muttering. 

However, what ſhe withheld from the infant, 
ſhe beſtowed with the utmoſt profuſeneſs on the 
poor unknown mother, whom ſhe called an impu- 


dent flat, a wanton huſſy, an audacious harlot, 


a wicked jade, a vile ſtrumpet, with every other 
appellation with which the tongue of virtue ne- 
ver fails to laſh Anas who 5 a Gigeacs on 
the ſex. | 

A conſultation was now awd into, how to | 
proceed i in order to diſcover the mother. A ſeru- 
tiny was firſt made into the characters of the fe- 
male ſervants of the houſe, who were all ac- 
quitted by Mrs Wilkins, and with apparent me- 
rit; fot ſhe had collected them herſelf; and per- 
haps i it would be difficult t to find ſuch another ſet 


of ſcarecrows. 


The next ſtep was to examine among 2 in- 


| kabitacits of the pariſh; and this was referred 
to Mrs Wilkins, who was to inquire with. all i- 


maginable diligence, and to make her report in the 
afternoon.  \ 

Matters being thus ſettled, Mr Allworthy with 
drew to his ſtudy, as was his cuſtom, and left the 
child to bis ſiſter, who, at his Ne. had wed 


taken the care of it. 


CHAP. V. 
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mon ob/erwation pon them, 


HEN 15 maſter was departed, Mrs Deborah 
5 * Rt bes her cue from Miſs 
8 4 | * 3. 
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Bridget 3 for as to what had paſſed before her "= 
maſter, the prudent houſekeeper by no means re- 
Hed upon it, as ſhe had often known the ſenti- 
ments of the lady, in her brother's abſence, to 
differ greatly from thoſe which ſhe had expreſſed 
in his preſence. Miſs Bridget did not, however, 
ſuffer her to continue long in this doubtful ſitua- 
tion; for having looked ſome time earneſtly at the 
Child, as it lay aſleep in the lap of Mrs Deborah, 
the good lady could not forbear giving it a hearty 
kiſs, at the ſame time declaring herſelf wonder 
fully pleaſed with its beauty and innocence. Mrs 
Deborah no ſooner obſerved this, than ſhe fell to 
ſqueezing and kiffing, with as great raptures as 
ſometimes inſpire the ſage dame of forty and five 
towards a youthful and vigorous bridegroom, cry- 
ing out in a ſhrill voice, O the dear little crea- 
ture, the dear, ſweet, pretty creature! Well, I vow 
It is as fine a boy as ever was ſcen!“ ? 
Theſe exclamations continued, till they were 
-interrupted by the lady, who now proceeded to 
execute the commiſſion given her by her brother, 
and gave orders for providing all neceſſaries for the 
Child, appointing. a very good room in the houſe 
tor his nurſery. Her orders were indeed fo libe- 
ral, that bad it been a child of her own, the could 
not have exceeded them; but, leſt the virtuous 
reader may condemn her for ſhowing too great 
regard to a baſe-born infant, to which all charity 
is condemned by law as irreligious, we think pro- 
per to obſerve, that ſhe concluded the whele with 
ſaying, Since it was her brother's whim to adopt 
the little brat, ſhe ſuppoſed little maſter muſt be 
treated with great tenderneſs: for her part, ſhe 
could not help thinking it was an encouragement 
to vice; but that ſhe knew too much of the ob- 
*- 017 IP „„ ines. $2 - Rinacy 
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XY flinacy of mankind-to oppoſe any of their. ridicu- 5 


lous humours. 
With reflections of this nature ſor ei as as 
has been hinted, accompanied every act of com- 
pliance with ber brother's inclinations; and ſute- 
ly nothing could more contribute to heighten the 
merit of this compliance, than a declaration that 
me knew, at the ſame time, the folly and unrea- 
ſonableneſs of thoſe inclinations to which ſhe ſub- 
mitted. Tacit obedience implies no force upon: 
the will, and conſequently, may be eaßly, and 
without any pains, preſerved : but when a wife, 
à child, a relation, or a friend, performs what- 
we defire with grumbling and reluctance, with 
expreſſions of diſlike and diſſatis faction, the mani 
feſt difficulty which they undergo, muſt ee | 
enhance the obligation 

As this is one of thoſe deep obſeraations: which: 
very few readers can be ſuppoſed capable of mak- 
ing themſclves, I have thought proper to lend: 
them my affiftance ; but this is a favour rarely to 
be expected in the courſe of my work. Indeed, I 
thall ſeldom or never ſo indulge him, unleſs in 
ſuch inſtances as this, where nothing but the in- 
' ſpiration with which we writers are gifted, can. 
polhbly enable any one to make tlie ditcovery. | 


CHAP. VI. 


Mrs Deberah is introduced into the pariſh with a 7 
mile. A fhort account of Fenny Jones, with tbe 
difficulties and diſcouragements which may attend: 
young women. in the l ff learning. | 6.9 


| Ms Deborab having diſpoſed of the child ac- 
| cording to the will of her maſter, now. pre- 


83 | pared) 
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- pattd: t6:vifit thoſe habitations which were ſ 
ed to conceal its mother. $5. 


oy * 


Not otherwiſe than when a Ute, Or IVY £ 


bird Kis beheld by the feathered generation ſoar- 


\ 


— hovering over their heads: the 4 4 
Nr te dove, and every innocent little bird, ſpread | 


wide the alarm, and fly trembling. to their biding- 


places. He proudly beats the air, conſcious of. 1 
Di air, and meditates intended miſchief. 


So, when the approach of Mrs Deborah: was 
proclaimed through the ſtreet, all the inhabitants. 
ran trembling into their houſes, each matron. 
dreading left the viſit ſhould. fall to her lot. She 
Wich ſtately ſteps/proudly advances over. the field, 

aloft ſhe bears her towering head, filled with che 
ceœoonceit of her own pre · eminence, and ſchemes to 


. her intended diſcovery. , = 


The fagacious reader will not, from this Gmile,. 
imagine theſe poor people had any apprehenſion 

of the deſign with which Mrs Wilkins was now 
coming towards them; but as the great beauty of 
the ſimile may poſſibly fleep theſe hundred years, 
till ſome future commentator ſhall take this work. 
in hand, I think proper to lend the reader a little 

aſſiſtance in this place. 

It is my intention, therefore, to ſignify, that, 

'as it is the nature of a kite to devour little birds, 
10 is it the nature of ſuch perſons as Mrs Wil- 
Eins, to inſult and tyrannize over little people; 
* - this being indeed the means which they uſe to 
recompenſe to themſelves their extreme ſervility 
and condeſcenfion to their ſuperiors; for nothing 
can be more reaſonable than that ſlaves and flat- 
- terers ſhould exact the ſame taxes on all below 


them, which * themſelves pay to all* above 
them. 


. 1 Whenever 
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5 Whenever Mrs Deborah had occaſion to exert any 
extraordinary condeſcenſion to Mrs Bridget, and by 
that means had a little ſoured her natural diſpoſi- 


tion, it was uſual with her to walk forth among theſe 


people, in order to refine her temper, by venting, . 
and, as it were, purging off all ill humours; on 
which account ſhe. was by no means a welcome 
viſitant: to ſay the truth, ſhe was univerfally, 
dreaded and hated by them all. e 
On her arrival in this place, ſhe went immedi- 
ately to the habitation of an elderly matron, to 
whom, as this matron had the good fortune to 
reſemble herſelf in the comelineſs of her perſon, 
as well ag in her age, ſhe had generally been 
more favourable than to any of the reſt. To this 
woman ſhe imparted what had happened, and the 
deſign upon which ſhe was come thither that morn- 
ing. Theſe two began preſently to ſcrutinize the 
characters of the. ſeveral young gicls who lived in 
any of thoſe houſes, and at laſt fixed their ſtrongeſt 
ſuſpicion on one Jenny Jones, who, they both 
agreed, was the likelieſt perſon to have committed 
this fact. | POLAR IP's 0 | 3 
This Jenny Jones was no very comely girl, 
either in her face or perſon :.but Nature bad ſome- 
what compenſated the want of beauty, with what 
is generally more eſteemed by thoſe ladies whoſe. 
_ judgement is arrived at years of perfect maturity; 
for ſhe had given her a very uncommon ſhare of 
_underitanding. This gift Jenny had a good deal 
improved by erudition. She had lived ſeveral 
years a fervant with a ſchoolmaſter, who diſcover- 
ing a great quickneſs of parts in the girl, and an 
extraordinary deſire of learning, (for every leiſure 
hour ſhe was always found reading in the books 
of the ſcholars,) had the good nature, or folly 
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(uſt as Fr reader pleaſes to call it) to inſtruct her 3 4 
far, that ſhe obtained a competent {kill in the *' 
Jak language, and was perhaps as good a ſcholar 
as moſt of the young men of quality of the age. 
This advantage, bowever, like moſt others of an: 
extraordinary kind, was attended with ſome ſmall 
inconveniences: ſor as it is not to be wondered 
at, that a young woman ſo well accompliſhed, | 
ſhould have little reliſh for the ſociety of thoſe 
whom Fortune had made her equals, but whom 
education had rendered ſo much her inferiors; 
fo is it matter of no greater aſtoniſhment, that 
this ſuperiority in Jenny, together with that be- 
haviour, in its certain conſequence, ſhould pro- 
duce among the zeſt ſome little envy and ill» 
will towards her; and theſe had perhaps ſecret- 
iy burnt in the boſoms of her neighbours, ever 
ſince her return from her ſervice. 
Their envy did not, however, diſplay. itſelf o- 
pen ly, till poor Jenny, to the ſurpriſe of every 
dy, and to the vexation of all the young women. 
in theſe parts, had publicly ſhone forth on a 
Sunday in a new filk gown, with a laced cap, and 
other proper appendages to theſe. 

I be flame, which had before lain in embryo, 
now burſt forth., Jenny had, by her learning, ⁵ 
increaſed her own pride, which none of her neigh- 
bours were kind enough to feed with the honour 
ſhe ſeemed to demand; and now, inſtead of reſ- 3 
pe and adoration, ſhe gained nothing but hatred: 
and abuſe by her finery.- The whole pariſh de- 

. -clared ſhe could not come honeſtly by ſuch things; 
and parents, inſtead, of wiſhing their daughters 
the ſame, felicitated themſelves that their children, 
had them-not. | 


en perbaps, it my that. the good women: 
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firſt mentioned the name of this poor girl to Mrs 
Wilkins. But there was another circumſtance 
that confirmed the latter in her ſuſpicion: for 
jenny had lately been often at Mr Allworthy's 
bouſe. She had officiated as nurſe to Miſs Bridget 
in a violent fit of illneſs, and had fat up many 
nights with that lady; beſides which, ſhe had 
been ſeen there the very day before Mr Allworthy's 
return, by Mrs Wilkins herſelf, though that ſa- 
gacious perſon had not at firſt conceived any ſufſ- 
picion of her on that account; for, as ſhe herſelf 
ſaid, She had always eſteemed Jenny as a; very 
ſober girl (though indeed ſhe knew. very little of 
ber), and had rather ſuſpected ſome of thoſe wan- 
ton trollops, who gave themſelves airs, becauſe, 
23 forſooth, they thought themſelves handſome.* 
Jenny was now ſummoned to appear in perſon 
before Mrs Deborah, which ſhe immediately did. 
When Mrs Deborah, putting on the gravity of a 
judge, with ſomewhat more than his auſterity, 
er an oration with the words, Tou auda- 
cious ſtrumpet, in which ſhe proceeded rather 
= paſs ſentence on the priſoner, than to accuſe 
BY =; N | Ms IH 
+ Though Mrs Deborah was fully ſatisfied of the 
guilt of Jenny, from the reaſons above ſhewn, it 
is poſſible Mr Allworthy might have required 
ſome ſtronger evidence to have convicted her:; 
but ſhe ſaved her aecuſers any ſuch trouble, bß 
freely confeſſing the whole fact with which the © 


* 


was charged. ' „ HR iy 
This confeſſion, though delivered rather in 
terms of contrition, as it appeared, did not at all 
 'mollify Mrs Deborah, who now pronounced a 
lecond judgement againſt her in more opprobrious 
language than before; nor had it any better ſuc- 
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cels with 5 by- ſtanders, who were now grown 
very numerous. Many of them cried out, They 
thought what Madam's Glk gown would end in ;? 
© others. ſpoke ſarcaſtically of her learning. Not 
a ſingle female was preſent, but found ſome means 
pf expreſſing her abhorrence of poor Jenn); ; who 
- © bore all very patiently, except the malice of one 
woman, who reflected 2 her perſon, and toſ- 
fing up her noſe, ſaid, The man muſt have a 
good ſtomach, who would give filk gowns for ſuch 
- fort of trumpery.* Jenny replied to this, with a 
birterneſs which might bave ſurpriſed a judicious 
perſon, who. had obferved the tranquillity with 
_ "with which ſhe bore all the affronts to her challityz 
but her patience was perhaps tired out; for this is 
A virtue which is very apt to be fatigued by exerciſe. | 
Mrs Deborah having ſucceeded beyond her hopes 
An ber inquicy, returned with much triumph, and 
at the appointed hour made a faithful report to 
Mt Allworthy, who was much ſurpriſed at the re- 
ation ; for he had heard of the extraordinary parts 
and improvements of this girl, whom he intended 
tdi have given in-marraige, together with a ſmall 
|. .. lining, o a neighbouring curate. His concern 
therefore, on this occaſion, was at leaft equal to 
the ſatis faction which appeared in Mrs Deborah, 
| to yy readers _ ſeem much more reaſon- 
able. 
ire Bridget bleſſed derſelf, and Caid, * Far her 
part ſhe ſhould never hereafter entertain a good 
opinion of any woman.“ For Jenny, before this, | 
| had the * of being much in her good | 
—_— alſo. = 
Ide prudent houſokotper was again diſpatched s 
de bring the unhappy culprit before Mr Allworthy, 
n not, as it was * T7 ſome, and 3 
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MF writing may peruſe in the next chapter. 
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9 pected by all, to be ſent to the houſe of correction; 
but to receive wholeſome admonition and reproof, 


which thofe who reliſh that kind of inſtructive 


I 
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Containing fuch grave matter, that the reader cat» 


not laugh once through the whole chapter, unleſs 
- peradventure he ſbouid laugh at the author. 


| 


EE ſtudy, and ſpoke to her as 


© You know, child, it is in my power, as & 
magiſtrate, to puniſh-you very rigorouſly for what 
you have done; and you will perhaps be the more 
apt to fear I ſhould execute that power, becauſe 
you have, in a manner, laid your ſins at my door. 

© But perhaps this is one reaſon which hath des 


termined me to act in a milder manner with you g 


for as no private reſentment ſhould ever influence 
a magiſtrate, I will be ſo far from confidermg' 
your having depoſited the infant in my houſe, as 
an aggravation of your offence, that I will ſuppoſe, 
in your fayour, this to have proceeded from a 
natural affection to your child; ſince: you might 
have ſome hopes to ſee it thus better provided for 
than was in the power of yourſelf, or its wicked 
father, to provide for it. I ſhould indeed have been 
highly offended with you, had you expoſed the 
little wretch in the manner of ſome inhuman 
mothers, who ſeem no leſs to have abandoned 
their humanity, than to have parted with theie 
Chaſtity. It is the other part of your offence,” 
therefore, upon which I intend to 4 vou. 
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13 and of the expreſs commands of Him who * 


I mean the violation of your chaſtity: a crime, 
however lightly it may be treated by debauched 
perſons, very heinous in itſelf, and very dreadful 


in its conſequences. 
© The heinous nature of this offence muſt * 10 uf. 


ficiently apparent to every Chriſtian, inaſmuch as 


it is committed in defiance of the laws of our re- 


unded that religion. * 
And here its conſequences may well be argued. 


X to be dreadful ; for what can be more ſo, than to 
incur the divine diſpleaſure, by the breach of the 


divine commands; and that in an inſtance againſt 
' which the higheſt vengeance is . en Sh. 


Rounced ? 
7*4 Bur theſe things, though too little, I am a» 


© fraid, regarded; are ſo plain, that mankind, how- 
ever they may want to be reminded, can never 


need information on this head. A hint, there- 
fore, to awaken your ſenſe of this matter, ſhall 
mucke; for I would infpire you with Tepantagce, 
and not drive you to deſperation. 

There are other confequences, not indeed ſo 
dreadful, or replete with horror, as this, and yet 
ſuch as, if attentively conſidered, muſt, one would 
think, deter all of your ſex, at leaſt, from the. 
commiſſion of this crime. 


For by it you are "revived infewous; 3 


driven, like lepers of old, out of ſociety; at leaſt 
from the ſociety of all but wicked and reprobate 
perſons; for no others will aſſociate with you. 

© If you have fortunes, you are hereby render- 
ed-incapable of enjoying them ; if you have none, 
you are difabled from acquiring any, nay almoſt 
of procuring your ſuſtenance; for no perſons of 
aner will receive you's into their houſes, Thus 
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you are oſten driven by neceſſity itſelf into a ſtate 


of ſhame and miſery, which unavoidably ends in 
the deſtruction of both body and ſoul. 8 

Can any pleaſure compenſate theſe evils? Can 
any temptation have ſophiſtry and deluſion ſtrong 
enough to perſuade you to fo ſimple a bargain ? Or 
can any carnal appetite fo overpower your reaſon, 
or fo totally lay it afleep, as to prevent your flying 
with affright and terror from a crime which car- 


ries ſuch puniſhment always with it? 


Ho baſe and mean muſt that woman be, 
bow void of that dignity of mind, and decent 


'F | pride, without which we are not worthy the name 
of human creatures, who can bear to level herfelf 


with the loweſt animal, and to ſacrifice all that is 
great and noble in her, all her heavenly part, to 
an appetite which ſhe hath in common with the 
vileſt branch of the creation ! For no woman ſure 
will plead the paſſion of love for an excufe. This 


io would be to-own herſelf the mere tool and bubble 


of the man. Love, however barbarouſly we may 
corrupt and pervert its meaning, as it is a laudable, 
is a rational paffion, and can never be violent, but 
when reciprocal z for though the Scripture bids 


us love our enemies, it means not with that fervent - 


1 love which we naturally bear towards our friends; 


much leſs that we ſhould ſacrifice to them our lives, 


and, what ought to be dearer to us, our innocence; 
Z Now, in what light, but that of an enemy, can a 
reaſonable woman regard the man who ſolicits her 
to entail on herſelf all the miſery I have deſcribed 
to you, and who would purchaſe to himfelf a hore, 
trivial, contemptible pleaſure, fo greatly at her ex- 
= pence? For, by the laws of cuſtom,” the Whole 


2 ſhame, with all its dreadful conſequences, falls 
entirely upon her. Can * which always ſecks 


the 
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the good of its object, attempt to betray a woman 
into a bargain where ſhe is ſo greatly to be the 
loſer? If ſuch a corrupter, e en ſhould have 
the impudence to pretend a real affection for her, 
- ought not the woman to regard him, not only as 
an enemy, but as the worſt of all enemies; a falſe, 
defigning, treacherous, pretended friend, who in- 
tends not only to debauch her body, but her un- 
dierſtanding at the ſame time | 
Here Jenny expreſſing great concern, Allworthy 
pauſed a moment, and then proceeded : © I have 
talked thus to you, child, not to inſult you for 
'what is paſt and irrevocable, but to caution and 
ſtrengthen you for the future : nor ſhould I have 
taken this trouble, but from ſome opinion of your 
good ſenſe, notwithſtanding the dreadful flip you 
have made; and from ſome hopes of your heart E 
repentance, which are founded on the 83 
and ſincerity of your confeſſion. If theſe do not 
deceive me, I will take care to convey you from 
this ſcene of your ſhame, where you ſhall, by 
being unknown, avoid the puniſhment which, as 
I have ſaid, is allotted to your crime in this world; 
- and: 1 hope, by repentance, you will avoid the 
much heavier ſentence denounced againſt it in the 
other. Be a good girl the reſt of your days, and 
want ſhall be no motive to your going aſtray ; and 
believe me, there is more pleaſure, even in this 
world, in an innocent and virtuous life, than in 
one debauched and vicious. F 
As to your child, let no thoughts concerning 
_ it moleſt you; I will provide for it in a better man- 
ner than you can ever hope. And now, nothing 
* remains, but that you inform me Who was the 
wicked man that ſeduced you; for my Pe: F 
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XX perienced on this occaſion.? Tied 
XZ Jenny now lifted up her eyes from the ground, 
and with a modeſt look, and decent voice, thus 


47 0 


27 


gainſt him will be much greater than you have ex- 


— 


Jo know you, Sir, and not love your good- 


2X neſs, would be an argument of total want of ſenſe 


have been pleaſed to exert 
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on..this occaſion. 


or goodneſs in any one. In me it would amount 
to the higheſt ingratitude, not to feel, in the moſt 
| ſenſible manner, the great degree of goodnefs you 


As 


to my concern for what is paſt, I know you will 
E ſpare my bluſhes the repetition. 
duct will much better declare my ſentiments, than 
any profeſſions I can now make. I beg leave to 
aſſure you, Sir, that I take your advice much kinder, 
than your generous offer with which you con- 


My future con- 


Flor, as yoù are pleaſed to ſay, Sir, it is an in- 
# ſtance of your opinion of my underſtanding /— 
Here her tears flowing apace, ſhe ſtop 
moments, and then proceeded thus: Indeed, 
Sir, your kindneſs overcomes me; but I will en- 
deavour to deſerve this good opinion: for if 1 


ped a few 


have the underftanding you are ſo kindly pleaſed 
to allow me, ſuch advice cannot be thrown away 
upon me: FT thank you, Sir, heartily for your in- 


X tended kindneſs to my poor helpleſs child: he is 
innocent, and, F hope, wilFlive to be grateful for 
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g ious vows and proteſtation 


C 2. 


8, to conceal his na 


all' the favours you ſhall ſhew him. But now, 
Sir, I muſt on my knees intreat you, not to per- 
ſiſt in aſking me to declare the father of my in- 
kant. I promiſe you faithfully, you ſhall one dar 
know; but I am under the moſt folemn ties and 
x engagements of honour, as well as the moſt reli- 


me 
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at this time. And I know you too well to think 


vou would defire I ſhould ſacrifice either my ho- 


nour or my religion. 8 | 

Mr Allworthy, whom the leaſt mention of thoſe 
facred words was ſufficient to ſtagger, heſitated a 
moment before he replied ; and then told her, ſhe 
had done wrong to enter into ſuch engagements 
to a villain ; but fince ſhe had, he could not inſiſt 
on her breaking them. He ſaid, it was not from 
a motive of vain curioſity he had enquired, but in 
order to puniſh the fellow; ar leaſt, that he 
might not ignorantly confer favours on the un- 


_ deſerving. 


As to theſe points, Jenny ſatisfied him, by the 
moſt ſolemn affurances, that the man was entirely 
out of his reach, and was neither ſubje to bis 
power, nor in any probability of becoming an ob- 
ject of his goodneſs. We? Ta 

The ingenuity of this behaviour had gained Jen- 
ny ſo much credit with this worthy man, that he 
eaſily believed what ſhe told him: for as ſhe had 
difdained to excuſe herſelf by a lie, and had hazard- 
ed his farther diſpleaſure in her preſent ſituation, 
rather than ſhe would forfeit her honour or inte- 
grity, by betraying another, he had but little ap- 
prebenſion that ſhe would be guilty of falſehood 
towards himſelf. 

He therefore diſmiſſed her, with aſſurances that 
he would very ſoon remove her out of the reach 
of that obloquy ſhe had incurred ; concluding with 
ſome additional documents, in which he recom- 
mended repentance, ſaying, * Conſider, child, 


there is One till to reconcile yourſelf to, whoſe 


favour is of much greater importance to you 
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_ CHAP. VI 


A dialogue between Meſdames Bridget and Deborah 3; 
containing more amuſement, but leſs inſtruction thats 


* 


. the former. 


| | VI HEN Mr Allworthy had retired to his ſtudy 


with Jenny Jones, as hath been ſeen, Mrs. 


X Bridget, with the good houſekeeper, had betaken 
* themſelves to a poſt next adjoining to the ſaid ſtu- 
dy; whence, through the conveyance of a key- 
hole, they ſucked in at their ears the inſtructive 
lecture delivered by Mr Allworthy, together with 
the anſwers of Jenny, and indeed every other par- 
ticular which paſſed in the laſt chapter. 


This hole in her brother's ſtudy-daor was in- 


2X deed as well known to Mrs Bridget, and had been 
as frequently applied to by her, as the famous 

bole in the wall was by Thiſbe of old. This ſer- 

ved many good purpoſes. For, by ſuch means, 
Mrs Bridget became often acquainted with her 
2X brother's inclinations,. without giving him the 
trouble of repeating them to her. It is true, ſome 
XX inconveniences attended this intercourſe, and ſhe 
had ſometimes reaſon to cry out with Thiſbe, in 
Shakeſpeare, O wicked, wicked wall !* For, 
as Mr Allworthy was a juſtice of peace, certain 


things occurred in examinations concerning baſ- 
tards, and ſuch like, which are apt to give great 
offence to the chaſte ears of virgins, eſpecially * 
when they approach the age of forty, as was the 
caſe with Mrs Bridget. However, ſhe had, on 
ſuch occaſions, the advantage of concealing her 


dluſhes from the eyes of men; and de non ap- 
Earentibus, et non exiſtentibus, eadem eft ratio. In. 
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nus, when he calls her the laughter-loving __ 
dieſs; nor was it one of thoſe ſmiles which Lad 
Seraphina ſhoots from the ſtage- box, and whi 


which might be ſuppoſed” to have come from the 3 | 
dimpled cheeks of the auguſt Tiſiphone, or from 


the Curioſity of Mrs Deborah, a vice with which, a 


_ Dhe then proceeded totommend the honour and Y 


5 © When a woman is not ſoon to bluſh, ſhe [ 
doth not bluſh at all.” 


Both the good women kept tri ſilence during LL 
the whole ſcene between Mr Allworthy and the 
girl ; but as ſoon as it was ended, and that gen- 
tleman out of hearing, Mrs Deborah could not 
help exclaiming againſt the clemency of her maſ- 7 
ter, and eſpecially againſt his ſuffering her to con-; 
ceal the father of the child, which the ſwore ſhe 7 
would have out of ber before the ſun ſet. © | 
At theſe words Mrs Bridget diſcompoſed her 
features with a ſmile, (a thing very unuſual to 
Her ;) not that 2 would have my reader imagine, 
that this was one of thoſe wanton ſmiles which 
Homer would have you conceive came from: ve- 


Venue-would quit ber immortality to be. able to | 
equal. No, this was rather one of thoſe-ſmiles 


one of the miſſes her ſiſters. 1 
With ſuch a ſmile then, and with a voice ſweet IF 


| as the evening breeze of Boreas in the pleaſant E | 


month of November, Mrs Bridget gently reproved 


it ſeems, the latter was too much «tainted, = 
which the former inveighed againſt with 


bitterneſs; adding, that among all her gies, ſhe E | 


thanked Heaven her enemies could not accuſe her 
of prying into the affairs of other people.“ 


— 


ſpirit with which Jenny had acted. She faid, ſhe 
could not help agreeing ith her brother, that there 
Was Toure merit in a the TE ol her confeſſion, 


— 
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and in her integrity to her lover: that ſhe had al- 

X ways thought her a very good girl, and doub tet 
not but ſhe had been ſeduced by fome raſcal, ho- 
had been infinitely more to blame than herſelf, 
and very probably had prevailed with her by a 
promiſe of marriage, or ſome other treacherous. 
proceedings; ll 4 DR et} ET RED 
This behaviour of Mrs Bridget greatly ſurpriſed! 
Mrs Deborah; for this well-bred woman ſeldom 
opened her lips either to her maſter or his fiſter, 
till ſhe had firſt ſounded: their inclinations, with 
which ber ſentiments were always ftriftly conſo- 
nant. Here, however, ſhe thought ſhe might 
have launched forth with ſafety ;. and the ſagaci- 
ous reader will not, perbaps, accuſe her of want 
of ſufficient forecaſt in ſo doing, but will rather 
admire with what wonderful celerity ſhe tack» 
ed about, when ſhe found herſelf ſteering a wrong: 
= _ *. Nay, Madam, ſaid this able woman; and 
= truly great politician, I muſt own I cannot help 
admiring the girl's ſpirit, as well as your Lady- 
fhip. And, as your Ladyſhip fays, if ſhe was 
deceived by ſome wicked man, the poor wretch is 
to be pitied. And, to be fure, as your Ladyſhip 
fays, the girl hath always appeared like a good, 
boneſt, plain girl, and not vain: of her face, for- 
ſooth, as ſome wanton huſſeys in the neighbour- 
end 8 Land 3 AE 
ou ſay true, Deborah, ſaid Mrs Bridget. 

I the girl had been one of thofe vain trollops, of 
whick we have too many in the pariſh, I ſhould 

have condemned my brother for his lenity towards * 

her. I faw two farmers daughters at church, the 

other day, with bare necks. I proteſt they ſnock- 

ed me. If wenches will hang out lures for fel- 

= „ /TRg8 lows, 
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lim, it is no matter what they ſuffer. :-I deteſt 
fuch creatures; and it would be much better for 
them, that their faces had been ſeamed with the 
mall: pon; but I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw any of 
this wanton behaviour in poor Jenny. Some art- 
— ful villain, I am convinced, bath: betrayed, nay, 
perhaps forced her; and 1 pity the Poor, wretch 
with all my heart.? 
Mr Deborah approved all theſe Keese ad 
- dialogue concluded with a general and bitter in- 
vective againſt beauty, and with many compaſſion- 
ate conſiderations for all honeſt, plain girls, who 
are 1 pore the migked, arts of en men. 


8 4 , 9 
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Containing matters which will ſurpriſe the reader. 


ENNY. ned "vey well pleaſed with the re- 
Jen ption ſhe had met with from Mr Allwor- 
thy, TED indulgence to her ſhe induſtriouſly 
made public; partly, perhaps, as a ſacrifice to her. 
own pride, and partly from the more prudent 
motive of reconciling her neighbours to bers and 
filencing their elamours.. | 
| Bat though this latter view, if ſhe indeed, 14 
3 may appear reaſonable enough, yet the event 

did not anſwer her expectation; for when ſhe was 

_ eonvened before the juſtice, and it was univerſal. 

ly apprehended that the houſe of correction would 

| have been her fate; though ſome of the young 
women cricd out, © It was good enough for her,” 

-and-diverted themſelves with the thoughts of her 

beating hemp in a filk.gown ; yet there were ma- 
ny others who began to pity her condition: but 
* it was known in what manner Mr Al- 
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worthy had behaved, the tide turned againſt hey. 
One faid, I'll affure you, madam hath had good 
luck.“ A fecond cried, See what it is to be 4 
favourite.“ A third, Ay, this comes of ber 
learning.“ Every perſon made ſome malicious 


comment or other on the occaſion, and reflected 0 


on the partiality of the juſtice. "TREO 
The behaviour of theſe people may appear im- 
politic and ungrateful ta the reader, who conkiders. 
the power and the benevolence of Mr Allworthy: 
but as to his power, he never uſed it; and as to 
his benevolence, he exerted ſo much, that he had 
thereby diſobliged all his neighbours : for It is a. 
ſecret well known to great men, that by confer- 
ring an obligation, they do not always procure a. 
friend, but are certain of creating many enemies. 


Jenny was, bowever, by the care and goodneſs _ 
of Mr Allworthy, ſoon removed out of the reach 


of reproach z when malice, being no longer able 
to vent its rage on her, began to ſeek another 
object of its bitterneſs, and this was no leſs than 
Mr Allworthy himſelf; for a whiſper ſoon went a- 


broad, that he hitdfelf was the father of the found= | 


ling child. 8 FE 

This ſuppoſition ſo well reconciled: his condutt 
to the general opinion, that it met with univerſal 
aſſent ; and the outcry againſt his lenity ſoon be- 
gan to take another turn, and was changed, into 
an invective againſt his cruelty to the poor girl. 
Very grave and good women exclaimed againſt 
men who begot children, and then diſowned them. 
Nor were there wanting ſome, who, after the de- 
parture of Jenny, inſinuated, that ſhe was ſpirited: 


away with a deſign too black to be mentioned, 


and who gave frequent hints, that a legal inquiry 


ought to be made into the whole matter, and 
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girl. 
| in conſequences (at the leaſt might have occaſion- 


And ſuſpicious ns than Mr Allworthy was 
Hhleſſed with; but in his caſe, they had no ſuch ef- 
fett; and, being heartily deſpiled by himy they 
ſerved only to afford an innocent e to be 
| my goſſips of the neighbourhood. | 
But as we cannot poſſibly ! 56% what com- 
plexio our reader - may be of, and as it will be 
me time beforerhe will hear any more of Jenny, 


-t tion, at Mr Allwogthy was and will hereafter 


SHE intention, whatever. He had indeed committed 
4 po:other_than an error in politics, by tempering 


_ good-natured diſpofition of the mob“, with an 
_ object for their compaſſion to work on in the per- 
ſon of poor Jenny, whom, in order to pity, they 
dd eſited to have been ſacrificed to ruin and infamy. 
dy a ſhameful correction in a Bridewell. 
5 So. far from complying with this their inclin- 
+. ation, by which all hopes of reformatian” would 
'-,* have been aboliſhed, and even the gate ſhut a- 


do return thither by the only poſſible means; for 
doo true Tam afraid it is, that many women have 
become abandoned, and have ſunk to the laſt de- 


lip. 

Ph * Whenerer this word occurs incur — it intends per- 
Ons without virtue, or ſenſe, in all ſtations; and ME wo. 
e e eee | 


. 2 


DES people ſhould be forced to produce 5 
1 7 "Theſe 8 mig ight have probably. produced 8 


de think proper to give him a very early intima- 


5 appear to be, abſolutely innocent of any criminal 


24, jullice with mercy, and by refuſing to gratify the 


22 her, if her own inclinations ſhould ever 
bereaftet lead ber to chooſe the road of virtue, 
Mr Allworthy rather choſe to encourage the girl 


Stes of hes by being unable to retrieve the firſt 


Ede ed ſome trouble) to 2 perſon of a mare doubtful 
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ſlip. This will be, I am afraid, always the. caſe 
whale they remain among their former acquaint- 
ance; it- was therefore wiſely done by Mr All- 
worthy, to remove Jenny to a place where ſhe 
might enjoy the pleaſure of reputation, after hav- 
ene the ill conſequences of loſing it. 
To this place, therefore, wherever it was, we 
will wiſh her a good journey, and for the preſent 
take leave of her, and of the little foundling ber 
child, having matters of much higher importance 
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to communicate to the reader. 
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The boſpitality of Mr Allibortbys with a foort fletch. 
_ of the charafters of two brothers, a doctor and 
. © captain, 1pho were entertained by that gentleman. 


- 


\TE:THtsr Mr Allworthy's houſe, nor his heart, 
AY were ſhut againſt any part of mankind, but 
they were both more particularly open to men of 
merit. To ſay the truth, this was the only houſe 
in the kingdom where you was ſure to gain a din- 
- ner. by gelerving it . "x rt 
Above all others, men of genius and learning 
ſhared the principal place in his favour; and in 
theſe he had much diſcernment ; for though he 
had miffed the advantage of a learned education, _ 
pet being bleſt with vaſt natural abilities, he had 
lo well profited by a vigorous, though late appli- 
cation to letters, and by much converſation with 
men of eminence in this way, that he was him» 
felf a very competent judge in moſt kinds of lite- 
, IEICE 
It was no wonder, that, in an age when this 
kind of merit is ſo little in faſhion, and ſo flen- 
derly. provided for, perſons poſſeſſed of it ſhould 
| 722 Be. — ES” 4 1 72 ? ; very 
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verp.cogeriy flock to a place where they were ſure 
of being received with great complaiſance; in- 
died, where they might enjoy almoſt the ſame 
_ advantages of a liberal fortune, as if they were 
entitled to it in their own right; for Mr Allwor- 
thy was not one of thoſe generous perſons, who 
ate ready moſt bountifully to beſtow meat, drink, 
| e men of wit and learning, for which 
they expect no other return but entertainment, 
5 inftluckion, Hattery, and fubſerviency; in a word, 
that ſuch perſons ſhould be enrolled in the number 
of domeſtics, without wearing their maſter's clothes, 
J 
On the contrary, every perſon in his houſe was 
perfect maſter of his own time: and as he might 
at his pleaſure ſatisfy all his appetites within the 
reſtrictions only of law, virtue, and religion; ſo 
he might, if his health required, of his inclina- 
tion prompted him to temperance, or even to ab- 
ſtinence, abſent himſelf from any meals, or re- 
tire from them whenever he was ſo diſpoſed, with- 

_ _ out eyen a ſolicitation to the contraty; for indeed, 
ſuch ſolicitations from ſuperiors'always favour very 
ſtrongly of commands. But all here were free 
from ſuch impertinence, not only thoſe whoſe 
company is in all other places eſteemed a favour 
from their equality of fortune, but even thoſe 
whoſe indigent circumſtances make ſuch eleemo- 
 ſynary abode convenient to them, and who are 

therefore leſs welcome to a great man's table, be- 
cauſe they ſtand in need of it. 5 
Among others of this kind was Dr Blifil, a 
gentleman who had the misfortune of loſing the 
advantage of great talents, by the obſtinacy of a. 
father, who would breed him to a profeſſion he 
difliked. In obedience to this obſtinacy, the doc- ; 
tot had in his youth been obliged to ſtudy phyſic, 


* 
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or rather to ſay he ſtudied it; for in reality books 
of this kind were almoſt the only ones with which 
he was unacquainted; and unfortunately for him, 
the doctor was maſter of almoſt every other ſcience 
but that by which he was to get his bread; the 
cdonſequence of which was, that the doctor, at the 
age of forty, had no bread to eat * 

Buch a perſon as this was certain to find a wel- 
come at Mr Allworthy's table, to whom misfor- 
tunes were ever a recommendation, when they 
were derived from the folly or villany of others,. 
and not of the unfortunate perſon himſelf. Be- 
fides this negative merit, the doctor had one poſi- 
tive recommendation. This was a great appear- 
ance of religion. Whether his religion was real, 
or conliſted only in appearance, I ſhall not pre- 
ſume to fay, as I am not poſſeſſed of any touch - 
ſtone which can diſtinguiſh the true from the falſe. 
If this point of his character pleaſed Mr All- 


worthy, it delighted Miſs Bridget. She engaged 
him in many religious controverſies ; on which oc . 


caſions ſhe conſtantly expreſſed great ſatisfaQtion 
in the doctor's knowledge, and not much leſs in 
the compliments which he frequently beſtowed on 
her own. To fay the truth, ſhe had read mucl 
Engliſh divinity, and had puzzled more than one 
of the neighbouring curates. Indeed her conver- 
ſation was ſo pure, her looks ſo ſage, and her 
whole deportment ſo grave and ſolemn, that ſne 
ſeemed to deſerve the name of ſaint equally with 
her name-ſake, or with any other female in the 
Wann ttt. CHRONO 
As ſympathies of all kinds are apt to beget love, 
ſo experience teaches us that none have a more 
direct tendency this way than thoſe of a religious 
kind between perſons of different ſexes: The 
W doctog 
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doctor found himſelf ſo agteeable to Miſs Bridget, 


that he now began to lament an unfortunate. ac- 
ident which had happened to him about ten years 


Wo II Re RY We AE Pegs — 


before ; 3 namely, his marriage with another woman, 


who. was not only ſtill alive, but, what was worſe, 


known to be ſo by Mr. Allwortby.  - This was a 


Fatal bar to that happineſs which he otherwiſe ſaw 
3 Se probability of Bas with this young | 


never thought of them. This was owin; Either, to 
his religion, as is moſt probable, or to the purity 


of his paſſion, which was fixed on thoſe. things - 
- which matrimony only, and not criminal , corre- 
Jpondence,. could put him inpoſſeſion of, or uf 


Sire him any title ta. 
He had not long Xa — 5 on 4100 matters, 
before it occurred to his memory. that he had a 


brother who was under no ſuch unhappy. incapa- 


city. This brother be m; de no doubt would ſuc- 
ceed; for he diſcerned, as he thought, an incli- 
nation to marriage in the lady; and the reader 
perhaps, when he hears the brother's qualifica- 


- _ tions, will not blame the confidence which he en 
1 1 of his ſucceſs. 


* This gentleman was about thirty-five years of 2 
28 e. He was of a middle ſize, and what is cal- 


f Ta well built. He had a ſcar on his forehead, - 
which did not ſo much injure his beauty, as it 


.denoted his yalour (for he was a half-pay officer.) 


He bad good teeth, and ſomething affable, when 


be pleaſed, in bis mile: though naturally his 
"countenance, as well as his air and voice, had | 


much of roughneſs in it, yet he could at any time 
AJepoſite this, and appear all gentleneſs and good 


Humour. He was not ungenteel, nor entirely 


"ea * and in bis youth had, abounded in 
. . ene 
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ſprig htlineſs, which b he had lately put on 


a obs ſerious character, he could,” when he 


35 


pleaſed, reſume. 951 lr 


He had, as well as the Aocdbr; an 0 e- 


an for his father had, with the ſame pa- 


ternal authority we have mentioned before, decreed. 


him for holy orders; but as the old gentleman 


died before he was rn he choſe the church - 
military, and preferred the king's commiſſion to 


the biſhop's. 
He had purchaſed the poſt of lieutenant of ZR 
goons, and afterwards.came to be a captain; but 
aving quarrelled with his colonel, was by his in- 
_ tereſt obliged to ſell out; from which-time he had 
entirely ruſticated bimſelf, had betaken himſelf to 


ſtudying the ſcriptures, and was not a little ſuſ- 


pecled of an inclination to methodiſm. 
It ſeemed therefore not unlikely that ſuch a per- 


fon ſhould: ſucceed with a lady of ſo ſaint-like a 


diſpoſition, and whoſe inclinations were no other- 


wiſe engaged than to the married ſtate in general: 
but why the doctor, who certainly had no great 
friendſhip for his brother, ſhould for his ſake 


think of making fo ill a return to the hoſpitality 
of Allworthy, is a matter not o eaſy to be ac- 
nes for. 


Is it, that ſome natures delight i in evil, as ns. 


are thought to delight in virtue? Or, is there a 


pleaſure in being acceſſory to a theft, when we 


cannot commit it ourſelves? Or, laſtly, (which ex- 
perience ſeems to make probable), have we a 


ſatis faction in aggrandizing our families, even 
though we ve not the * low or PE + | 


them ff 
| Whether any « of theſe motives operated on. the 


goto, we will not determine; hut ſo the fact wa. 
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Hie fent for bis brother, and eaſily found means 


to introduce him at Allworthy's as a perſon who 


Taterided only a ſhort viſit to himſelf. 
The captain had not been in the houſe a week, 


| before the doctor had reaſon to felicitate bimſelf | 


on his difcernment. The captain was indeed as 
great a maſter of the art of love as Ovid was for- 
merly. He had, beſides, received proper hints 


from his r which 3 failed not to 1 | 


to the * advantage. 


CHAP. XI. 


\ 
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Seen TOR rules, and fome examples concerning 


. falling in love : deſcriptions of beauty, and other 


more Prudential e to con ie 


Ir hath been obſerved by with men or women, 1 
forget which, that al perſons are doomed to 


de in —5 once in their lives. No particular ſea- 


| ſon is, as I remember, aſſigned for this; but the 
gage at which Miſs Bridget was arrived, feems to 


me as proper a period as any to be fixed on for 


this purpoſe: it often indeed happens much earlier; 


but when it doth not, I have obſerved, it ſeldom | 


or never . fails about this time. Moreover, we 
may remark that at this feaſon love is of a more 
ſerious and ſteady nature than what ſometimes 
news itſelf in the younger parts of life. The love 
of girls is uncertain, capricious, and fo fooliſh, 
- that we cannot always diſcover what the young 


lady would be at, nay, it may almoſt be doubted 


whether ſhe always knows this herſelf. 5 

Now we are never at a loſs to diſcern this in 
women about forty; for as ſuch grave, ſerious, 
__ experienced ladies wht know their own mean- 
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ing, ſo'it is TRAD" very eaſy for a man of the leaſt 
city to diſcover it with the utmoſt certainty. 


tions. She had not been many times in the 
captain's company, before ſhe was ſeized with this 

hon. Nor did ſhe go pining and moping a- 
8 the houſe, like a puny-fooliſh girl, ignorant 


of her diſtemper; ſhe felt, ſhe knew, and ſhe en- 


Joyed, the pleaſing ſenſation ; of which, as the 


was certain it was not only innocent but laudable,, 


a was neither afraid nor aſhamed. 

And to ſay the truth, there is in all points : 
great difference between the reaſonable, paſſion 
which women at this age conceive towards men; 
and the idle and childiſh liking of a girl to a boy, 
which is often fixed on the outſide only, and on 


things of little value and no duration; as on cher- 


xy cheeks, ſmall lily-white hands, floe-black eyes; 
flowing locks, downy chins, dapper ſhapes, nay, 


ſometimes on charms more worthleſs than theſe; 


and leſs the party's on; ſuch as, the outward orna- 
ments of the perſon, for which men are beholden 
to the taylor, the lace- man, the petiwig- maker, the 


hatter and the milliner, and not to nature. Such a 


paſſion girls may well be aſhamed, as they gene- 


Parts are, to own either to themſelves or to others. 


The love of Miſs Bridget was of another. kind. 
"The captain owed notbing to any of theſe” fop» 
makets in his. dreſs, nor was his perſon much more 
beholden to nature. Beth his dreſs. and petſon 
were ſuch as, had they appeared in an an 
or a drawing- room, would have been the contempt 
and tidicule of all the fine ladies there. The ſor- 
mer of theſe was indeed neat, but plain, coarſe, 
-ul-fancied, and out of faſhion. As for the latter, 


- we have <xpreſsly tin it above. Ho don was 
0 D 3 8 


Miss Bridget is an example of all theſe obſerva- 
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the ſkin on his cheeks from being cherry-coloured, 
that you could not diſcern what the natural colour 
of his cheeks was, they being totally overgrown 
by a black beatd, which aſcended to his eyes. His 
mape and limbs were indeed exactly proportioned, 
„but ſo large, that they denoted the ſtrength rather 
pfa ploughman than any other. His ſhoulders were 
broad, beyond all ſize, and the calves of his legs 
larger than thoſe of a common chairman. In ſhort, - 
l his whole perſon” wanted all that elegance and 
= beauty, which is the very reverſe of clumſy ſtrength, 
'v . ſo „ ſets off 1 of our fine 
'f - gentlemen; being partly owing to the high blood 
; of their — Bhs Land made of rich ſauces 
. and generous wines, and partly to an early town- 
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8 education. 3 
Though Miſs Bridget was a woman of the 
j greateſt delicacy of taſte; yet, ſuch were the 
charms of the captair's converſation, that ſhe to- 
tally overlooked the defects of his perſon. She 
zmagined, and perhaps very wiſely, that ſhe ſhould 
enjoy more agreeable minutes with the captain 
than with a much prettier fellow; and fore went 
the conſideration of pleaſing her eyes, in order to 
procure herſelf much more ſolid ſatis faction. 
The captain no ſooner perceived the paſſion of FF 
Miſs Bridget, in which diſcovery he was very PF 
quick-ſighted, tban he faithfully returned it. The * 
lady, no more than her lover, was remarkable for | 
beauty. I would attempt to draw her picture; but 
that is done already by a more able maſter, Mr 
Hogarth himſelf, to whom ſhe ſat many years ago, 
and hath been lately exhibited by that gentleman 
In his print of a winter's morning, of which ſhe 
was no improper emblem, and may be ſeen walk- 
3 ing (for walk ſhe doth in the print) to Covent- 
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Gorden e with a ſtarved. boo. bey behind 
carrying her prayer-book. 


The captain like wiſe very wiſely: prefetted the. of 


more ſolid enjoyments he expected with this lady, 
to the fleeting charms of perſon. He was one of 
thoſe wiſe men, who regard beauty in the other. 
ſex as a — worthleſs and ſuperficial qualification; 
or, to ſpeak more truly, ho rather chooſe to poſ- 
ſeſs every convenience of life with an ugly e 
than a handſome one without any of thoſe con- 
veniences. And having a very good aþpetite, and 
but little nicety, he faneied he ſhould play his 
part very well at the cri eee 9 8 
out the ſauce of beauty. 
To deal plainly with the. WY 6 ks; captain, 
ever fince his — at leaſt from the moment 
his brother had propoſed the match to him, long 
before he had diſcovered any flattering ſymptoms 
in Miſs Bridget, had been greatly enamoured; 
that is to ſay, of Mr Allworthy's houſe and gar» _ 
dens, and of his lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments; of all which the captain was ſo paſſionate- 
ly fond, that he would moſt probably have con- 
tracted marriage with them, bad he Bhs obliged 
to have taken the witch of Endor into the 01. 2 
As Mr Allworthy, therefore, had declared to 


ihe doctor, that he never intended to take a ſe- - 


cond wife, as his ſiſter was his neareſt relation, 
and as the doctor had fiſhed; out that bis inten- 


tions were to make any child of hers his heir, 


which indeed the law, without bis interpoſition, 


would have done for him; the doctor and his 


brother thought it an act of benevolence to give 
being to a human creature, who would be ſo 


plentifully provided with the moſt eſſential means 
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. the brothers, were how to) engage the affec · 
tions of this amiable lad. . 

- But Fortune, who is a renter parent; and then 
doth more for her favourite offspring than either 
"= deſerve or wiſh, had been fo induſtrious for 
the captain, that whilſt he was laying ſchemes to 
execute his purpoſe, the lady conceived * the ſame 
defires with himſelf, and was on her fide” con- 
triving how to give the captain proper encourages 


ment, without appearing too forward; for the 


was a ſtrict obſerver of all rules of decorum. In 


this, however, the eafily. ſucceeded; for, as the 


captain was always on the look-out, no glance, 
gelture, or word, eſcaped him 7, 
The latisfaction which the captain received from 


Pp! the kind behaviour of Miſs Bridget, was not a 


little abated by his apprehenſiens of Mr All- 
Worthy; for, notwichſtanding his diſintereſted 
profeſſions, the captain imagined he would, when 

he came to act, follow the example of the reſt: of 


the world; _d refuſe his Were to a match ſo 


difadvantageous, i in point of intereſt, to his fiſter. 
From what oracle he received this opinion, I-ſhall 
leave the reader to determine; but, however he 
came by it, it ſtrangely perplexed him how to re- 
7 ulate his conduct ſo as at once to convey. his af- 

Aion to the lady, and to conceal it from her 
brother. He, at length, reſolved to take all private 


- opportunities/of making his addreſſes; but, in the 
| preſence of Mr 'Allworthy to be as reſerved, and 


as much upon his guard, as was poſſible; and 
this conduct was highly approved: by the brother. 
He ſoon found means to make his addreſſes, in 

e terms, to his miſtreſs, from whom he ook 
ceived an anſwer in tht proper form, wiz. the an- 
ae fm thouſands of years 
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ago, and which hath been handed down by tradi- | 
tion from mother to daughter ever ſince. If I = 
was to tranſlate this into Ne, T ſhould render it 
by theſe two words, Note epiſcopart : a phraſe like» | | 
wiſe of immemorial uſe on another occaſion.  *N 
The captain, however he came by his know- * | 
Ws perfectly well underſtood the lady; and I] 
very ſoon after repeated his application with more | 
warmth and earneſtneſs than before, and was a- 
gain, according to due form, rejected; but as he 3 
had increaſed in the eagerneſs of his defires, ſo 
the lady, with the ſame proprietys. decreaſed" in 1 
the violence of her refuſal. _ wo 
Not to tire the reader by leading bir through. 
every ſcene of this courtfhip, (which, though, ian 
the opinion of a certain great author, it is the JI 
pleaſanteſt ſcene of life to the actor, is perhaps as 7 
dull and tireſome as any whatever to the audience), | [ 
the captain made his advances in form, the cita- [i 
del was deſended in form, and at length, in ph — 
pet form, ſurrendered at diſcretion. | 
During this whole time, which filled the ſpace 1 
of near a month, the captain preſerved great difa 
tance of behaviour to the lady in the preſence of © | 
her brother; and the more he ſucceeded with her 13 
in private, the more reſeryed was he in public. - 4 
And as for the lady, ſhe bad no ſooner ſecured © [1 
| her lover, than ſhe behaved to bim before com- 
pany with the higheſt degree of indifference ;'fo 1 
that Mr Allworthy muſt have had the infight of Þ} 
the devil (or perhaps ſome of his worſe qualities) 
to have entertained the leaſt ſuſpicion of what was 
going ro. i 0 75 
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* all guts, 3 to gebt or to marry, or 
concerning any other ſuch buſineſs, little pre- 
vious ceremony is required to bring the matter to 
an iſſue, when both parties are really in earneſt. 
This was the caſe at preſent, and in leſs than a 
month the captain and his lady were man and wife: 
. "The great concern now was to break the matter 
to Mr Allwortby ; ; and this was undertaken wy Nah 
doctor. 
VB One day, then, as Allworthy was walking in 
a his garden, the doctor came to him, and, with 
| reat gravity of aſpect, and all the concern which 
he could poſſibly affect in his countenance, ſaid, 
1 am come, Sir, to impart an affair to you of 
the utmoſt conſequence: but how ſhall I mention 
to pou, what it almoſt diſtracts me to think of l' 
He then launched forth into the moſt bitter invec- 
tives both againſt men and women; secuſing the 
former of having no attachment but 10 their in- 
-  , -tereft} and the latter of being ſo addicted to vi- 
cious inclinations, that they could never be ſafely 
"truſted with one of the other ſex. Could I, faid 
he, Sir, have ſuſpected that a lady of ſuch pru- 
1 dence, ſuch judgment, ſuch learning, ſhould in- 
= "gulge ſo indiſereet a paſſion ; or could I have ima- 
- gined that my brother—why do I call him o? He 
5 is no longer a brother of mine.” . 
3 Indeed but he is, ſaid Allworthy, * and a 43 
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= ther of mine too. Bleſs me, Sir, ſaid the 
3 odor, <do * know the ſhocking affair? 
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£ Llook'ce, Mr Blifil, anſwered the ood man, it ml 
hath been my conftant maxim in lite, to make the 1 
belt of all matters which happen. My ſiſter, 
though many years younger than I, is at leaſt « 24 
dei enough to be at the age of diſcretion. Had 34 
impoſed on a child, I ſhould have been more 
averſe to have forgiven him; but, a woman up- | 
wards: of thirty, muſt certainly be ſuppoſed to 11 
know what will z make her moſt happy. She hath 
married, a gentleman, though PIT not quite her 
equal in fortune; and if he hath any perfections | 
in her eye, which can make up that deficiency, 1 | 
ſee no reaſon why I ſhould object to her choice of 5 
her own bappineſs; which I, no more than ber- 
elf, imagine to conſiſt only in immenſe wealth. 
I might, perhaps, from the many declarations I 
bave made, of complying with almoſt any propos 
al, have expected to have been conſulted; on this 
occaſion; but theſe matters are of a very delicate 
nature, and the ſcruples of modeſty, perhaps, are 
not to be overcome. As to your brother, I bave 
really. no anger againſt bim at all. He hath no 
obligation to me, nor do 1 think he was under 
any neceſſity of aſking my conſent, ſince the wo- 
man is, as I have gi, ſui juris, and of a proper 
age to be entirely anſwerable only to herſelf far 
ther conduct“ 

The doctor Seed Mr Allworthy. of too 3 
lenity, repeated his accuſations againſt his brother, 
and declared that he ſhould never mote be brought 
either to ſee or to own him for his relation. He 
then launched forth into a panegyric on Allwor- 
"thy's goodneſs; into the higheſt encomiums on his 

friendſhip; and concluded by ſaying, he ſhould 

never forgive his brother for having put the place 1 
which he bore in that N to a hazard. i 
k . Aae + 
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Allxorthy thus anfwered: © Had 1 coriceived 


any diſpleaſure againſt your brother, I ſhould ne · 
ver have carried that reſentment to the innocent: 
but I aſſure you I have no ſuch diſpleaſure. Your 
prother appears to me to be à man of ſenſe and 
6 hauonour. 70 not difapprove the taſte of my fifter; 
nor will 1 doubt but that ſhe is equally the object 
pf his inclinations. I have always thought love 
= the only foundation of happineſs in a married 
tate; as it can only produce that high and tender 1 
- Friendſhip which ſhould always be the cement of . 
this union; and in my opinion, all thoſe marriages k 
which are contraQted from other motives, are great- 
Iy criminal; they are a profanation of a moſt ho- 
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* _ 1Iy ceremony, and generally end in difquier and { 
miſery; for ſurely we may call it a profanation, 7 
to convert this moſt ſacred inſtitution into a wick- 4 
ed facrifice'to luſt or avarice; and what better can 1 
be faid of thoſe matches to which men ate indu. 
ced merely by the confideration of a beautiful per- 
/ NY OATS 
IJ s deny that beauty is an agreeable object to = 
the eye, and even worthy ſome admiration, would 1 
be falſe and fooliſh. Beautiful is an epithet often 
ulſed in Scripture, and always mentioned with ho- 
nour. It was my own fortune to marry a woman 
whom the world thought handſome; and I can | 
truly fay, I liked her the better on that account. 1 
But to make this the ſole conſideration of mar- . 
5 riage, to luſt after it ſo violently as to overlook all 4 


_ imperfections for its ſake, or to require it ſo ab- 
-  -Jolutely as to reject and diſdain religion, virtue, 
and ſenſe, which are qualities, in their nature, of 
much higher perfection, only becauſe an elegance 
of perſon is wanting; this is ſurely inconſiſtent, 
either with a wiſe man or a good Chriſtian. And 
1 | | | f 8G 
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it is, perhaps, being too charitable to conclude, 
that ſuch perſons mean any thing more by their 
marriage, than to pleaſe their carnal appetites; for 
the ſatisfaction of which, we are taught, it was 
not ordained. 9m” VVV 
© In the next place, with reſpect to fortune. 
Wordly prudence, perhaps, exacts ſome conſider- 
ation on this head; nor will I abſolutely and altoge- 
ther condemn it. As the world is conſtituted, the 
demands of a married ſtate, and the care of poſ- 
terity, require ſome little regard to what we call 
_ circumſtances, Yet this proviſion is greatly in- 
creaſed, beyond what is really neceſſary, by folly 
and vanity, which create abundantly more wants 
[4 than nature. Equipage for the wife, and large 
fortunes for the children, are by cuſtom enrolled 
in the liſt of neceſſaries; and, to procure theſe, 
every thing truly ſolid and ſweet, and virtuous 
and religious, are neglected and overlooked. f 
And this in many degrees; the laſt and great- 
eſt of which ſeem ſcarce diſtinguiſhable from mad- 
neſs; I mean, where perſons of immenſe fortunes 
contraCt themſelves to thoſe who are, and muſt be, 
difagreeable to them; to fools and knaves, in or- 4 
der to increaſe an eſtate, already larger even than 1 
the demands of their pleaſures. Surely ſuch per- 1 
| ſons, if they will not be thought mad, muſt own, 4 
Nl either that they are incapable of taſting the ſweets 
2 of the tendereſt friendſhip, or that they ſacrifice | 
the greateſt happineſs of which they are capable 
to the vain, uncertain, and ſenſeleſs laws of vul- | 
gar opinion, which owe as well their force, as their | | 
foundation, to folly.” | | 2 4 
Here Allworthy concluded his ſermon, to whic 
Blifil had liſtened with the profoundeſt attention, 
though it coſt him ſome pains to prevent now and 
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then à ſmall diſcompoſure of his muſcles. He 


now praiſed every period of what he had heard, 
With the "warmth of a young divine, who hath”. 


the honour to dine with a biſhop the ſame day in 


M bich concludes the firft book ; with an inſlance fin- 
"gratitude, which, 10e hope, will appear unnatural. 


* 3 


E reader, from what hath been faid; may i- 


H 
could be ſo called) was only matter of form; we 
mall therefore paſs it over, and haften to what 


muſt ſurely be thought matter of ſubſtance. © 


The doctor had acquainted his brother with 


ſafety venture on ſuch a requeſt with a perſon of 


his temper; and I was willing, as well for your 
Take as for my own, to prevent the leaſt poſſibili- 
ty of a ſuſpicion.” $258 r 


* - 


Captain Blifil took not the leaſt notice of this, 


at that time; but he afterwards made a very not- 
able uſe of it. Fo 


One of the maxims which the devil in a late 
viſit upon earth Jeft to his diſciples, is, When 


once you are got up, to kick the ſtool from under 


_ _= you. In plain Engliſh, when you have made your 
fortune by the good offices of a friend, you are 


adviſed to diſcard him as ſoon as you can. 


1 magine that the reconciliation (if indeed it 


Whether the captain acted by this maxim, 1 


* 


_ what had paſſed between Mr Allworthy and him; 
and added with a ſmile, © I promiſe you I paid you 
off; nay, I abſolutely defired the good gentleman 
not to forgive you: for you know, after he had 
made a declaration in your favour, I might with 
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will not W determine; fo far we may con» 
fidently ſay, that his actions may be fairly deriv= 
ed from this diabolical principle; and indeed it is 
difficult to aſſign any other motive to them: for 
no ſooner was he poſſeſſed of Miſs Bridget, and 
reconciled to Allworthy, than he began to ſnewa 
coldneſs to his brother, which increaſed daily, till 
at length it grew into euere and became Nes 
viſible to every one. 
I be doctor remonſtrated to bie 8 con- 
cerning this behaviour; but could obtain no other 
ſatisfaction than the following plain declaration: 
If you dillike any thing in my brother's houſe, 
Sir, you know you are at liberty to quit it. bis 
ſtrauge, cruel, and almoſt unaccountable ingra- 
titude in the captain, abſolutely broke the poor 
doctor's heart: for ingratitude never ſo thorough- 
ly pierces the human breaſt, as when it proceeds 
from thoſe in whoſe behalf we have been guilty of 
tranſgreſſions. Reflections on great and good ac- 
tions, however they are received or returned by 
thoſe ia whoſe favour they are performed, always 
adminiſter ſome comfort to us; but what conſola- 
tion ſhall we receive under ſo biting a calamity as 
the ungrateful behaviour of our friend, when our 
wounded conſcience at the ſame time Wes in our 
face, and upbraids us with having {potted 3 it in eite 
ſervice of one ſo worthleſs? 
Mr Allworthy himſelf ſpoke to the can 1 
his brother's behalf, and deſired to know what of- 
fence the doctor had committed; when the hard- 
hearted villain had the detenels to ſay, that he 
ſhould neyer forgive him for the injury which he 
had endeavoured to do him in his favour, which, he 
ſaid, he bad pumped out of him, and was ſuch a 
etutuf, that it ought not to be forgiven. 
Altwotihy ſpoke in "oy high terms upon this 


ann which, he ſaid, became not a human 
ereature. He expreſſed, indeed, ſo much reſent- 
- ment againſt an unforgiving temper, that the cap- 


| tain at laſt pretended to be convinced by his argu- 


ments, and outwardly profeſſed to be reconciled. 
As for the bride, ſhe was now in her honey- 


moon, and ſo paſſionately fond of her new huſ- 


band, that he never appeared to her to be in the 
wrong; and his diſpleaſure againſt any perſon was 


2 ſufficient reaſon for her diſlike to the ſame. 


The captain, at Mr Allworthy's inftance, was 
outwardly, as we have ſaid, reconciled to his bro- 
ther, yet the ſame rancour remained i in his heart; 
and he found ſo many opportunities of giving him 
private hints'of this, that the houſe at laſt grew 
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inſupportable to the poor doctor; and he choſe ra- 


ther to ſubmit to any inconveniences which he 
might encounter in the world, than longer to bear 
theſe cruel and ingrateful inſults, from a brother 
for whom he had done ſo much. 

Hle once intended to acquaint Allworthy with 


the whole ; but he could not bring himſelf to 


_ ſubmit to the confeſſion, by which he muſt take 


to his ſhare ſo great a portion of guilt. Beſides, 
how much the worſe man he repreſented his 


brother to be, ſo much the greater would his own 
offence appear to Allworthy, and fo much the 
greater, he had reaſon to imagine, would be his re- 

ſentment. 
He feigned, therefore, ſome excuſe of buſineſs 
for his departure, and promiſed to return ſoon a- 
ain; and took leave of his brother with ſo well 
diſſembled content, that, as the captain played his 
part to the ſame perfection, Allworthy remained 
ws ſatisfied 18 8 the truth of the reconciliation. 
The 
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The doctor went directly to London, where 
he died ſoon after of a broken heart; à diſ- 
temper which kills many more than is generally 
imagined, and would have a fair title to a place in 
the bills of mortality, did it not differ in one in- 
ſtance from all other diſeaſes, viz. that no phyſi - 
Gan eim cure i.. . 
Now, upon the moſt diligent inquiry into the 
former lives of theſe two brothers, I find, beſides 
the curſed and helliſh maxim of policy above men- 
tioned, another reaſon for the captain's. conduct: 
the captain, beſides what we have before ſaid of 
bim, was a man of great pride and fierceneſs, and 
had always treated his brother, who was of a dif- 
ferent complexion, and greatly deficient in both 
theſe qualities, with the TP air of ſuperiority. 
The doctor, however, had much the larger ſhare 
of learning, and was by many reputed to have the 
better underſtanding. This the captain knew, and 
could not bear; for though envy is, at beſt, a very 
malignant paſſion, yet is its bitterneſs greatly 
heightened, by mixing with contempt towards 
the ſame object; and very much afraid I am, that 
whenever an obligation is joined to theſe two, in- 
duignation, and not gratitude, will be the product 
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Containing Wes * NOPE EY 'felicity in different» 


degrees of life and various other tranſactions dur- 
ing the fit two years after the marriage between 


2 2 Blifil, and Miß Bridget N 
CHAP L. 


5 ant 5 kind of a biftary this is; "what it if, 1 
P79 hike, and. what it if not like, 


THOUGH we- have properly enough entitled 
this our work, a hiſtory, and not a life, nor 
an apology. for: a life, as is more in faſhion ;. yet: J 
we intend in it rather to purſue the method of { 
thoſe writers who profeſs to diſcloſe the revolu- 
tions of countries, than to imitate the painful and 
voluminous hiſtorian, who, to preſerve the. regu+ 
:larity of his ſeries, thinks himſelf obliged to fill 
p as much paper wilh the detail of months and 
= in which nothing remarkable happened, as 

employs. upon thoſe notable æras when the 
Tee ſcenes have been tranſacted on the human 

age ; 4 0 ; | 1 5 


| 2 : | 
* 
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Buch hiſtories as theſe do, in reality, very muck 
Nee a newſpaper, which conſiſts of juſt the 
ſame number of words, whether there be any news 
in it or not. They may hkewiſe be compared to 
a ſtage- coach, which performs conſtantly the ſame 
courſe, empty as well as full! The writer, in- 
| deed, ſeems to think himſelf obliged to keep even 
pace with Time, whoſe amanuenfis he is; and, 
like his maſter, travels as lowly through centuries 
of monkiſh dulueſs, when the world ſeems to have 
been aſleep, as through that bright and buſy age 
fo nobly ard No w the excellent Latin port: 


Ad confligendam coats dae pbhif, 
Omnia cum belli trepido concuſſa tumuliu a 
Horrida contremuere ſub altis atheris auris :* 
© In dubioque fuit ſub utrorum regna caderdum 
Omnibus bumonis Het, 1 8 marigue. 


Of which we wiſh we could give our reader a 
more adequate tranſlationthan that by Mr Creech: 


Men dreadful Carthage frighted Rome with arms, 
© And all the world was ſhook with fierce alarms ;. 
M hilft undecided yet, which part ſhould A 

* Which nation riſe the glorious lord of all? 


Nov it is our pose in the enſuing pages, to 
purſue a contrary method. When any extraordi- 
. nary ſcene preſents itſelf, (as we truſt will often 
. be the caſe), we ſhall ſpare no- pains nor paper to 
/ open it at large to our reader; but if whole years 
ſhould paſs without producing any thing worthy 
his notice, we'ſhall not be afraid of a chaſm in 
our hiſtory 5 but {hall haſten on to matters of con- 

of FEM | : ſequenE), 
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nn and leave ſuch periods of time totally | 


oF unobſerved, TER 
Theſe are indecdt to ee as blake; in the ; 


+ die lattery of time. We, therefore, who arethe 
__ regiſters of that lottery, ſhall imitate thoſe ſagacious 
- perſons who deal in that which is drawn at Guild- 
hall, and who never trouble the public with the 
.many-blanks they diſpoſe of; but when a great 


prize happens to be drawn, the news- papers are 


_ preſently filled with it, and the whole world is ſure 


to be informed at whoſe office it was ſold: indeed, 


: commonly two or three different offices lay claim 


to the honour of having diſpoſed of it; by which, 
1 ſuppoſe, the adventurers are given to underſtand, 


that certain brokers are in the ſecrets of ue, 
and indeed of her cabinet council. 


My reader then is not to be ſurpriſed, if, in 


the 5 of this work, be ſhall find ſome chap= 
ters very ſhort, and others altogether as long; 


ſome that contain only the time of a ſingle day, 


and others that compriſe years; in a word, if my 
biſtory ſomeumes ſeems to ſtand” ſtill, and ſome- 


times to fly. For all which, I ſhall not Took on 


myſelf as accountable to any court of critical ju- 


riſdition whatever : for as I am, in reality, the 


founder of a new province of writing, ſo I am at 


liberty to make what laws I pleaſe therein. And 


| theſe laws, my readers, whom I conſider as my 
ſubjects, ate bound to believe in and to obey; 


with which that they may readily and chearfully 
comply, I do hereby. aſſure them, that I ſhall 
principally regard their eaſe and advantage in all 


 duch inſtitutions: for I do not, like a jure diuino ty- 


rant, imagine that they are my flaves, or my 


. — 1 am, 0s, {ct oyer them, for 


their 


— 
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their good only, and was created for their uſe, 
and not they for mine. Nor do I doubt, While I 
make their intereſt the great rule of my writings, 
they will unanimoufly concur in ſupporting my 4 
dignity, and in rendering me all the honour I ſhall. 1 
deſerve or deſire. „„ ES of | 


-N be CHAP. II. 


Religious cautions againſt ſhewing too much favour 10 
baſtards ; and a great diſcovery made by Mrs De- 
. borah:Wilkins, V 
Elen months after the celebration of the nup- 
tials between Captain Blifil and Miſs Bridget 
Allworthy, a young lady of great beauty, merit, 
and fortune, was Miſs Bridget, by reaſon of a 
fright, delivered of a fine boy. The child was: 
indeed, to all appearance, perfect; but the mid- 
wife diſcovered it was born a month before its 
mund, = „ 
Though the birth of an heir by his beloved ſiſ- 
ter was a circumſtance of great joy to Mr All- 
worthy, yet it did not alienate his affections from 
the little ſoundling, to whom he had been god- 
father, had given his own name of Thomas, and 
whom he had hitherto ſeldom failed of viſiting, at 
leaſt once a day, in his nurſerr. . 
He told his ſiſter, if ſhe pleaſed, the new-born in- 
- fant ſhould be bred up together with little Tommy, 
to which ſhe conſented, though with ſome little re- 
luctance: for ſhe had truly a great eomplacence 
for her brother, and hence ſhe had always behav- 
ed towards the foundling, with rather more kind- 
neſs than ladies of rigid virtue can ſometimes 
bring themſ:lves to ſhew to theſe children, Who, 
1 > *- however. 
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1 innocent, may be truly called the living | 
. monuments. of incontinence. = 
: The: Captain could not fo eaſily bring bim b 
belt to , what he condemned as a fault in Mr 
1 e He gave him frequent hints, that to 
|: my adopt the fruits of fin, was to give countenanceto 1 
le quoted ſeveral texts, (for he was well read in 


k 


| = Scripture), ſuch as, He viſits ube firs of the fathers 1 
upon the children; and, The fathers bave eaten ſour $4 
- grapes, and the childedu's teeth. are ſet on edge, &Cc. 3 = 


whence he argued the legality of puniſhing the | 
Fetime of the parent on the baſtard. He faid, 
Though the law did not poſitively allow the de= 
| Rroying ſuch baſe-bocn children, yet it held them 
to: be the children of nobody; that the church con- 
 *fidered-them as the children of nobody; and that, 
2 the beſt, they ought to be brought up to the 
| | loweſt and vileſt offices: of the commonwealth.” 
Mr Allworthy anſwered to all this, and much 
more, which the captain had urged on this ſub- 
| ject, That however guilty the parents might be, 
the childeen were certainly innocent: that as to 
the texts he bad quoted, the former of them was 
1 a particular denunciation againſt the Jews for the 
fin of idolatry, of relinquiſhing and hating their 
A ety King; and the latter was parabolically 
; ſpoken, and rather intended to denote the certain 
and neceſſary conſequences of ſin, than any ex- 
pteſs judgment againſt it. But to repreſent the 
Almighty as avenging the fins of the guilty on. | 
the innocent, was indecent, if not blaſphemous, 
2 it was to-repreſent him acting againſt the firſt 
pPtinciples of natural juſtice, and againſt the origi- 
1 * nal notions of right and wrong, which he bimſelf 
| "bad implanted in our minds, by which we were 
1 ee 10 in all matters which were not 
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= dle bie even of the truth of revelation ĩit- 
= KH ſelf. He ſaid, -he knew many held the fame 
5 principles with the Captain on this head; but he 
Was bimſelf firmly to the contrary, 
and would provide in the ſame manner for this 
Poor infant, as if a legitimate child had had the 
fortune to have been found in the ſame place. 7 | 
While the Captain was taking all opportunities 
to preſs theſe and ſuch like arguments, to remore 
the little foundling from Mr Allworthy's, of whoſe 
fondneſs for him be began to be jealous, Mrs De- 
borah had made a diſcovery, which, in its event, 
threatened at leaſt to prove more fatal to 
Tommy than all the reaſonings of the Captain, 
Whether the inſatiable curioſity of this good 
woman had carried her on to that buſineſs, or 
whether ſhe did it to confirm herſelf in the 
graces of Mrs Blifil, who, notwithſtanding her 
outward behaviour to the foundling, frequently E 
_ abuſed the infant in private, and her brother too 
for his fondneſs to it, I will not determine; but 
ſhe had now, as ſhe conceived, kanne detected the 
father of the foundling. ; 
Now, as this was a diſcovery of great ad- 
quence, it may be neceſſary to trace it from the 
fountain-hesd. We ſhall therefore very minutely 
lay open thoſe previous matters by which it was g 
produced; and for that purpofe we ſhall be oblig- | 
ed to reveal all the fecrets of a little family, with 
which my reader is at preſent entirely unacquaint- 
ed, and of which the ceconomy was fo rare and 
extraordinary, that I fear it will ſhock the utmoſt 
credulity of _—y married perſons. . 
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76" on FO CHAP. III. Un 


The r pen af; a eel government, founded up- 
on rules er — to thuſe of Ariflotle. 


| MY Wade may pleaſe remember be bath been 
s informed, that Jenny Jones had lived ſome 
years with a certain ſchoolmaſter, who had, at her 
earneſt defire, inſtructed her in Latin, in 'which; | 
to do juſtice to her genius, ſhe had ſo improved 
herſelf, that ſhe was become a better (cholar than 
"her mater. 
Indeed, though this poor man bad undertaken 
a profeſſion to which learning muſt be allowed ne- 
_ ceffary, this was the leaſt of his commendations. 
1 He was one of the beſt-natured fellows in the 
world, and was, at the ſame time, maſter of ſo 
5 much pleaſantry and humour, that be was re- 
„ puted the wit of the country; and all the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen were ſo deſirous of his company, 
that, as genying was not his. talent, he ſpent much 
time at their houſes, which he might, with more 
emolument, have ſpent in his ſchool. 
It may be imagined, that a gentleman ſo qua- 
lified, and fo difpoſed, was in no danger of be- 
coming formidable to the learned ſeminaries of 
=> Eton aA Weitminſter. To ſpeak plainly, his 
= {ſcholars were divided into two claſſes; in the up- 
per of which was a young gentleman, the ſon, of a 
neightouring ſquire, who, at the age of ſeven- 
teen, was juſt entered into his ſyntaxis; and in 
the lower, was the ſecond ſon of the ſame gentle- 
man, who, together with ſeven' pariſh boys, was 
Farming to read and write. 
% . The Ripend ariſing hence would Bay have in- 
dulged 
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Aaulged the ſchoolmaſter in the luxuries of tis, 
bad 1 not added to this office thoſe of clerk and 
barber, and had not Mr Allworthy added to the 
whole an annuity of ten pounds, which the poor 
man received every Chriſtmas, and with which 
he was enabled to chear his heart. during that ſa- 
cred feſtival. | _ 
Among his other treaſures, the pedagogue had 8 
wife, whom he had married out of Mr Allworthy's 
kitchen, for her fortune, viz. aue . 
| which ſhe had there amaſſed. 
This woman was not very amiable in her 
ſon. Whether the ſat to my friend Hogan te or 
no, I will not determine; but ſhe exactly reſem- 
bled the young woman who is pouring out her ; 
miſtreſs's tea in the third pitura of the Harlot's E 
Progreſs. She was, beſides, a profeſſed follower. 
of that noble ſe& founded by Xantippe of old; 


by means'of which ſhe became more formidable . 
j in the ſchool than her huſband; for, to confeſs 
che truth, he was never maſter there, or u 
. = where elſe, i in her preſence. - 


Though her contenance did not denote n 
natural ſweetneſs of temper, yet this was, per- 
haps, ſomewhat ſoured by a circumſtance which 
generally 'poifons matrimonial felicity ; for chil- 

_ dren are rightly called the pledges of love; and 
her huſband, though they had been married nine 
years, had given her no ſuch pledges; a default 
for which he had no excuſe, either from age or 
health, being not yet thirty years old, and. roll 
they call a jolly, briſk, young man. 

Hence aroſe. another evil, which produced no 
little uneaſineſs to the poor 'pedagogue, of whom 
the maintained ſo conftant a jealouſy, that he 

Aurſt hardly ſpeak to one woman in the 3 55 
| T0 J. . doe 


1 
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; For MY leaſt degree of ęivility, or even-correſpone 
5 dence with any female, was ſure to bring his 3 
: upon her back and his own. - 
In order to guard herſelf againſt oacimanialh in- 


vant, ſhe always took care to chooſe her out of that 
order of females whoſe faces are taken as a kind 
of ſecutity for their virtue; of which number 
Jenny n, as the reader hath been ee, 
Was one. 

As the "= of this.young woman might be cal- 
| ted pretty good ſecurity of the before mentioned 
9 and as her behaviour had been always ex- 
| trewely modeſt, which is the certain conſequence 


ed with uncommon kindneſs, and her miſtreſs 
Had permitted Mr Partridge to give her thoſe in- 
ſtructions which have been before commemorated. 
But it is with jealouſy, as with the gout. When 
fuch diſtempers are in the blood, there is never 


often op the Aten oecnßone, and when leaſt 


Ne, ee 
Thus it happened to Mrs Partridge, who had 


negléct her work, in order to purſue her learning. 
For paſſing by one day as the girl was reading, and 


for what reaſon, ſuddenly ſtarted up from her 
Chair; and this was the firſt time that ſuſpicion 
ever entered into the head of her miſtreſs. 


1 | © 2 0 
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PRE: in her own houſe, as ſhe kept one maid ſer- 


of underſtanding i in women; ſhe had paſſed above 
Four years at Mr Partridge's (for that was the 
-Fchoolmaſter's name), without creating the leaſt 
ſuſpicion in her miſtreſs. Nay, ſhe had been treat- 


any ſecurity againſt their breaking out, and that 
ed four years to her buſband's teaching 


this young woman, and had ſuffered her often to 


her maſter leaning over her, the girl, I know not 


This did not, were, at that time, diſcover 


— 
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itſelf, but lay lurking in her mind, like a conceal» 
ed enemy, who waits for a reinforcement of ad- 
ditional ſtrength, before he openly declares him 
ſelf, and proceeds upon hoſtile operations; and 
ſuch additional ſtrength ſoon arrived to corroborate 
her ſuſpicion ; for not long after, the huſband ank 
wife being at dinner, the maſter ſaid to bis maid, 
Da mihi aliquid potum ; upon which the poor girl 
ſmiled, perhaps at the badneſs of the Latin; and 
when her miſtreſs caſt her eyes on her, bluſhed, 
"poſſibly with the conſciouſneſs of having laughed 
at her maſter. Mrs Partridge upon this immedi- 
ately fell into a fury, and diſcharged. the treneher, - 
on which ſhe was eating, at the head of poor Jenny, 
crying our, © You impudent whore, do you play , 
tricks with my huſband before my face?” and at 
the ſame inſtant, roſe from her chair, with a knife 
in her hand, with which, moſt probably, ſhe would 
have executed very tragical vengeance, had not the 
girl taken the advantage of being nearer. the door 
than her miſtreſs, and avoided her fury by run- 
ning away; for, as to the poor huſband, whether 
ſurpriſe had rendered him motionleſs, or fear 
(which is full as probable) bad reſtrained him from 
venturing :at any oppoſition, he fat ſtaring and 
trembling in his chair; nor did he once offer to 
move or ſpeak, till his wife, returning from the 
purſuit of Jenny, made ſome defenſive meaſures. 
neceſſary for his own preſervation, and he like- 
wiſe was obliged to retreat after the example of 


the maid. F F3.% 4 | n 1 ; Fg 5 „ 
This good woman was, no more than Othello, 
F ci tr 
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With her, as well as e l a+ gs 
| was To be once in dou, VV 
2 *. as once to be Menne — - ner 


She e ordered Jenny DION to She 
up her awls, and be gone; 7927 that ſhe was deter- 
mined ſhe mould not lleep that night vithin ber 


. walls. 


Mr Partridge had profited too much by experi- | 
ence, to interpoſe in a matter of this nature. He 
therefore had recourſe to his uſual receipt of Pa- 
tience; for, though he was not a great adept in 

Latin, he remembered, and well underſtood, the 
advice contained in theſe words : : 


-Leve ft, Pe bene fertr onus. 1 


Th Engliſh, * A: burden becomes lighteſt, when 
it is well borne.* - f 
Which he bad always in bis mouth; and of 5 
«which, to ſay the truth, he had often occaſion to 
experience the truth. 
Jenny offered to make pecedfturivny of her in- 
nocence; but the tempeſt was too ſtrong for her 


to be heard, She then betook herſelf to the 


buſineſs of packing, for which a ſmall quantity 
of brown paper fufticed ;. and having received her 
' {mall pittance of wages, ſhe returned home. 
The ſchoolmaſter and his conſort paſſed: their 
time unpleafantly enough that evening z-but ſome- 
thing or other happened before the next morning, 
which a little abated the fury of Mrs Partridge ; 
and ſhe at length admitted her huſband to make 
his excuſes. To which 'ſhe gave the readier be- 
lief, as he — inſtead of . 80 to 275 5 
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become, moreover, very pert and obſtinate; for, 
fler had lately had frequent 


- duels, that were ever recorded in domeſtic hiftory.. - 


Fon the reaſons mentioned in the preceding 
chapter, and from ſome. other matrimonial 
conceſſions, well known to moſt. huſbands, and 
which, like the ſecrets of free- maſonry, ſhould be 
divulged to none who are not members of that 
- honourable. fraternity, Mrs Partridge was pretty 
well ſatisfied that ſhe had condemned her huſband: 
without cauſe; and endeavoured, by acts of kind- 
neſs, to make him amends. for her falſe. ſuſpicion.. 
Her paſſions, were indeed, equally violent, which« 
ever way they inclined; for, as ſhe could be ex- 
ttemely angry, ſo could ſhe be altogether as fond. 
But though theſe paſſions ordinarily ſucceed each 
other, and ſcarce twenty four hours ever paſſed in: 
which the pedagogue was not, in ſome degree, 
the object of both; yet, on extraordinary occa- 
ſions, when the paſſion of anger had raged. very 
high, the remiſſion was uſually longer; and ſo _ 
Was the caſe at preſent ; for ſhe continued longer 
in a tate of affability, after this fit of jealouſy was 


* 
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ended, * her huſband bad ever Wc before; 
and, had it not been for ſome little exercifes which 
all the followers of Xantippe are obliged to per- 
form daily, Mr Partridge would have enjoyed a” 
perfect ſerenity of ſeveral months. - | 

Perfect calms at ſea are always ſuſpected by the 

experienced mariner to be the fore-runners of a 

3 ſtorm; and I know ſome perſons who, without 

being generally the devotees of ſuperſtition, are 

apt to apprehend, that great and unuſual peace or 

tranquillity will be attended with its oppoſite. For 

which reaſon the ancients uſed, on ſuch occaſions, 

c facrifice to the goddeſs Nemeſis ; ; a deity who 

 __ _ - was thought by them to look with an invidious eye 

on human felicity, and to have a peculiar delight 
in overturning it. 

As we are very far from believing i in any ſuch 
Heather goddeſs, or from encouraging any ſuper- 
ſition, ſo we wiſh Mr John Fr——, or ſome o- 
ther ſuch philoſopher, would beſtir himſelf a little, 
In order to find out the real cauſe of this ſudden 

- tranſition from good to bad fortune, which hath 
been fo often remarked, and of which we ſhall 
proceed to give an inſtance; for it is our province 

I! £0 relate facts, and we ſhall leave cauſes to per- 
Ions of much higher genius. 8 

| Mankind have always taken great delight in 
| knowing and deſcanting on the actions of others. 

Hence there have been, in all ages and nations, 

certain places ſet apart for public rendezvous, 
where the curious might meet, and xr awe their 
mutual curiofity. Among theſe, the barbers 
ſhops have juſtly borne the pre-eminence.. _ 
the Greeks, barbers news was a proverbial expreſ—- 

Lon: and Horace, in one of his epiſtles, makes 

| honourable 


a 


a . > 
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| honourable mention of the Roman barbers in the 5, 
ſame light. _ - 

\ Thoſe of Evogland are known to by bbw in- 
ferior to their Greek or Roman predeceſſors. Tou 

| there ſee foreign affairs diſcuſſed in a manner little 
inferior to that with which they are handled in the 

coffee - houſes; and domeſtic occurrences are much 
more largely and freely treated in the former, than 
in the latter. But this ſerves only for the men. 

. Now, whereas the females of this country, eſpecial- 

ly thoſe of the lower order, do affociate themſelves - 
much more than thoſe of other nations, our polity 
would be highly deficient, if they had not ſome 
place ſet apart likewiſe for the indulgence of their 
curiofity, ſeeing they are in this no Way inferior 
to the other half of the ſpecies. 

In enjoying, therefore, ſuch place of rendezvous, 
the Britiſh fair ought to eſteem themſelves more 
happy than any of their foreign ſiſters: as 1 do 
not remember either to have read in hiſtory, or. 
ki have ſeen i in my Nr any mee of the like 

ind. ky = 

"This clade? then is no other Gia the chandler's 
ſhop; the known ſeat of all the news or, as it is 
Jang. called, golhping, in Every pariſh in N 

nd. | | 
Mrs Partridge being one day at this aflembly of 
females, was aſked by one of her neighbours, if 
the had heard no news lately of Jenny Jones? To 
which ſhe anſwered in the negative. Upon this 
the other replied, with a fmile, That the pariſh 
was very much obliged to her Tor bann turned 

Jenny away as ſhe did. 

Mrs Partridge, whoſe jealouſy, as the esche well 
knows, was long ſince cured, and who had no o- 
Mer quareel to ber maid, — boldly, She: 

did 


- 
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as not know any obligation the pariſh had to her 
on that account; for ſhe believed Jenny, pag. ſcarce 
left her equal behind her. 8 


"In RR. No, truly,” ſaid the collip, © c 1 bope not, though 


I fancy we haye ſluts enow too. Then yon have 
not heard, it ſeems, that ſhe hath been brought 
to mark of two baſtards; but as they -are not- born 


here, my huſband, and the other overlcer,, Jays, 


we ſhall not be obliged to keep them.? 


Two baſtards ' anſwered Mrs Partridge haſt- 


ay, © you ſurpriſe me. I don't know whether we 


muſt keep them; but Tam ſure they muſt have 


been begotten here; for the wench hay not n 


nine months gone away.“ 
Notbing can be ſo, anick and ſudden a8 the o- 


FE. ons of the mind, eſpecially, when hope, or 


fear, or jealouſy, to which the two others.are but 
ourneymen, ſet it to work. It occurred inſtantly 


to her, that Jenny had ſcarce been ever out of her 


own houſe while ſhe lived with her. The leaning 
over the chair, the ſudden ſtarting up, the Latin, 
the ſmile, and many other things, ruſhed upon 


Her all at once. I be ſatisfaction her huſband ex- 
preſſed in the departure of Jenny, appeared now 


10 be only diſſembled; again, in the ſame inſtant, 


to be real, but yet (to confirm her jealouſy) pro- 


ceeding from atiety, and a hundred other bad 
"cauſes. In a word, ſhe was convinced of her huſ- 
band's guilt, and immediately left the aſſembly 
in confuſion. TRE 

As fair Grimalkin, who, though the youngeſt 
of the feline family, degenerates not in ferocity 
from the elder branches of her houſe, and though 
Inferior in ſtrength, is equal in fierceneſs to the 


nobler tyger himſe}f, when a little mouſe, whom 


it bath J. ang tormented i in * eſcapes from her 
clutches; 


Q! — 


* 
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clutches, for a while eb: ſcolds,. n ſwears; © hs 
but if the trunk, or box, behind which the mouſe 


lay hid, be again removed, ſhe flies like light * 


ning on her prey, and, with envenomed 3 A 
bites, ſeratches, mumbles, and tears the little a- * 
neee 

Not with leſs fury did Mrs Find fly on the 
poor pedagogue. Her tongue, teeth, and bands, 
fall all upon him at once. His wig was in an in- 
ſtant torn from his head, his ſhirt from his back, 
and from his face deſcended five ſtreams of blood, | 
denoting the number of claws with which nature 
had unhappily armed the enemy: '% 
Mx Partridge acted for ſome time on the 2 


five only; indeed he attempted only to guard bis 


face with his hands: but as he found that his an- 
tagoniſt abated nothing of her rage, he thdught 
he might at leaſt endeavour to diſarm her, or ra- 
ther to confine her arms; in doing which, her cap 
fell off in the ſtruggle, and her hair being too 
ſhort to reach her ſhoulders, erected itſelf on her 
head; her ſtays likewiſe, which were laced through 
one ſingle hole at the bottom, burſt open; and her 
breaſts, which were much more redundant than 
her bair, hung down below her middle; her face 
Was likewiſe marked with the blood of her huſ- 
band; her teeth gnaſhed wifh rage; and fire, ſuch 
zs ſparkles from a ſmith's forge, darted from her 
eyes. So that altogether, this Amazonian heroine 
might have been an object of terror to a much 
bolder man than Mr Partridge. _-/ 0 

He had at length the good fortune, by getting 
poſſeſſion of her arms, to render thoſe weapons, 
which ſhe wore at the ends of her fingers, uſeleſs; 
which ſhe no ſooner perceived, than the ſoftneſs 
of: her. ſex prevailed. over her rage, and ſhe pre- 
ſenir 


I fonely diſſolved in tears, which ſoon after conclud- 
. ed in a fit. 
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That ſmall ſhare of Ente Nenn Mr Vaatridge | 


ſ had hitherto preferved through this ſcene of fury, 
of the cauſe of which he was hitherto ignorant, 


nowutterly abandoned him. He ran inſtantly in- 
to the ſtreet, hallooing out; that his wife was in 


the agonies of death, and beſeeching the neigh- 


bours to fly with the utmoſt haſte: to her aſſiſtance. 
Several good women obeyed” his ſummons, who, 
entering his houſe, and applying the uſual reme- 
ies on ſuch occaſions, Mrs Partridge was, at 
length, to the great joy of her huſband, brought 


| to herſelf. 9 2 


As ſoon as ſhe had a little recollected her ſpirits, 


_ ſomewhat compoſed herſelf with a cordial, 


ſhe began to inform the company of the manifold 

injuries ſhe had received from her huſband ; who, 
the faid, was not contented to injure ber! in her 
bed, but, upon her upbraiding him with it, had 
treated her in the cruelleſt manger imaginable; 


Had tern her cap and hair from her head, and her 


- 4 Rays-from her body, giving her, at the ſame time, 


9. blows, the marks of which ſhe ſhould . | 


to the grave. 
The poor man, who bore on bas a many and 
more vifble marks of the indignation of his wife, 


Rood in filent aſtoniſhment at this accuſation ; 


which the reader will, I believe, bear witneſs For 


him, had greatly exceeded the truth; for indeed be 


had not ſtruck her once; and this lence being in- 
terpreted to be a confelſion of the charge, by the 


Whole court, they all began at once, una voce, to 


rebuke and revile him, repeating often, that none 


but a coward ever ſtruck a woman. 


18 . bore all this patiently 1 but "a 
is 


* 
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his wife appealed to the blood on ber face, as an 
evidence of his barbarity, he could not help lay- 
ing claim to his own blood, for fo it really was; 
" De thought it very unnatural, that this ſhould 
_ rife up (as we are taught that of a murdered per- 
ſon often doth) in vengeance againſt him. 
- To this the women made no other anſwer, than 
that it was a pity it had not come from his heart, 
inſtead of his face; all declaring, that if their 
huſbands ſhould lift their hands againſt them, they 
would have their heart's blood out of their bodies. 
After much admonition for what was paſt, and 
much good advice to Mr Partridge for his future 
behaviour, the company at length-departed, and 
left the huſband and wife to a perſonal conference 
together, in which Mr Partridge loon ewes the 15 


t of. all . „ * 
12 H A P. V. 15 
| Containing "BY matter. to and the judgment and. 
1 75 een of the reader. . 


1 BEL IEVx it is a true beten ken that fu ſe- 
crets are divulged to one perſon only; but cer- 
tainly it would be next to a miracle, that a fact of 
this kind ſhould be known to a whole pariſh, and 
not tranſpire any farther. | 
And, indeed, a very few days had paſt, before 
the country, to "uſe a common phraſe, rung of the 
ichoolmaſter of Little Baddington, Wh was faid - 
to have beaten his wife in the moſt cruel manner. 
Nay, in ſome places, it was reported he had mur- _ 
dered her; in others, that he had broke her arms; 
in others, ber legs; in ſhort, there was ſcarce an 
injury which can be done to a human creature, 


— 
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but what Mrs Partridge was ſomewhere or other 


| affirmed to have received from her huſband. 


The cauſe of this quarrel was likewiſe variouſ- 


: iy reported; for, as ſome people ſaid that Mrs 
Partridge had caught her huſband in bed with his 


maid, fo, many other reaſons of a very different 
kind went abroad: nay, ſome transferred the 
guilt to the wife, and the jealouſy to the huſband. 

Mrs Wilkins had long ago heard of this quarrel ; 


but, as à different cauſe: from the true one had 
reached her ears, ſhe thought proper to conceal it ; 
and the rather, perhaps, as the blame was univer- 


fally laid on Mr Partridge ; and his wife, when 
ſhe was ſervant to Mr Allworthy, had. in ſome- 


ching offended Mrs Wilkins, who was not of a 
8 7 *forgiving temper. 


But Mrs Wilkins, whoſe eyes could ſee objects 


at a diſtance, and who could very well look _ 


ward a few years into futurity, had perceived a 


ſtrong likelihood of Captain Blifil's being hereaf- 
ter her maſter; and, as "be plainly diſcerned, that 


the captain bore no great good-will to the little 
foundling, ſhe fancied it would be rendering him 


an agreeable ſervice, if ſhe could make any diſ- 
coveries that might leſſen the affection which Mr 


Allworthy ſeemed to have contracted for the 
child, and which gave viſible uneaſineſs to the 


captain, who could not entirely conceal it even be- 


fore Mr Allwortby himſelf; though his wife, who 
acted her part much better in public, frequently 


recommended to him her own example, of con- 
-niving at the folly of her brother, which, ſhe ſaid, 


me at leaſt as well perceived, and as much reſent- 
ed; as any other poſſibly could. 

' Mrs Wilkins having therefore, by accident, 
gotten a true cent To the above ad though — 
after 


— 
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after it had happened, failed not to ſatisfy berſelf” - 
thoroughly of all the particulars ; and then ac- 
quainted the captain, that ſhe had at laſt diſcover - 
ed the true father of the little baſtard, which ſhe 
was ſorry, the ſaid, to ſee her maſter loſe his re- 
putation in the country, by taking ſo much no- 
o He %% ᷑ ⁸⁵œ Sp TOnt - 
The captain chid her for the concluſion of her 
| ſpeech, as an improper aſſurance in judging of her 
maſter's actions: for if his honour, or his under- 
ſtanding, would have ſuffered the captain to make 
an alliance with Mrs Wilkins, his pride would by 
no means have admitted it. And, to ſay the truth, 
there is no conduct leſs politic, than to enter int 
any confederacy with your friend's ſervants, a- | 
gainſt their maſter; for, by theſe means, you af- 
terwards become the ſlave of theſe very ſervants, 
whom you are conſtantly liable to be betrayed. 
And this conſideration perhaps it was, which 
prevented Captain Blifil from being more explicit 
with Mrs Wilkins; or from encouraging the abuſe 
which ſhe had beſtowed on Allwortg. 
But though he declared no ſatisfaction to Mrs 
Wilkins at this diſcovery, he enjoyed not a little 
from it in his own mind, and reſolved to make - 
the beſt uſe of it he was ble 
He kept this matter a long time concealed wich- 
in his own breaſt, in hopes that Mr Allworthy 
might hear it from ſome other perſon; but Mrs 
Wilkins, whether ſhe reſented the captain's be- 
haviour, or whether his cunning was beyond her, 
and ſhe feared the diſcovery might diſpleaſe him, 
never afterwards opened her lips about the matter. 
have thought it ſomewhat ſtrange, upon re- 
flection, that the houſekeeper never acquainted 
Mrs Blifil with this news, as women are more in-- 
Vor. I. „ clinged 
3 tf 1 | | 


* 


— 


— 


- —— — — 
—— — 


— — N — _ | — = 
— — CE I I IPRS . P hy 6 2 0 
< DEE s 3 wb + pe — —— % — . ? 
' | . PAY 0 2, . %e a 1m * 8 - 
* cd A * "pe. 
* * 
ö F _— —_— 
* 
. 


„ The HISTORY of Bock H. 


clined to communicate all pieces of intelligence 
to their own ſex, than to ours, The only way, as 


it appears to me, of ſolving this difficulty, is by 
imputing it to that diſtance which was now grown 


4 the lady and the houſekeeper z whether 


_this aroſe from a jealouſy in Mrs Blifil, that Wil- 


kins ſhewed too great a reſpect to the foundling ; 


for While ſhe. was-endeavouring to ruin the little 
infant, in order to ingratiate herſelf with the dap 


tain, ſhe was every day more and more commend» 


ing it before Allworthy, as his fondneſs for it e- 


very day increaſed- This, notwithſtanding all the 
care. ſhe took at other times to expreſs the direct 
contrary to Mrs Blifil, perhaps offended that deli- 


cate lady, who certainly now hated Mrs Wilkins; 
and, though ſhe did not, or poſſibly could not, 
4 abſolutely remove her from her place, ſhe found, 


however, the means of making her life very un- 


eaſy. This Mrs Wilkins, at length, ſo reſented, 
that ſhe very openly ſhewed all manner of reſpect 


and fondneſs to little Tommy, in oppolition to 


Mrs Blifil. 


- The captain, therefore, finding the ſtory i in dan- 
ger of periſhing, at laſt took an opportunity to re- 
veal it himſelf. 

He was one day engaged with Mr Allworthy 


in a diſcourſe on charity: in which the captain, 
with great learning, proved to Mr Allworthy, that 
the word charity, in Scripture, no where means 


beneficence or generoſity. - 


_ © The Chriſtian religion, he ſaid, was . 


ed for much nobler purpoſes, than to enforce a leſ- 
ſon. which many heathen philoſophers had taught 
us long before, and which, though it might per- 
haps 2 called a moral virtue, favoured but little 
of that ſublime Chriſtian-like diſpoſition, that vaſt 


4 * 


is . elevation | 
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elevation of thought, in purity approaching to 
angelic perfection, to be attained, expreſſed, and 
felt only by grace. "Thoſe, he ſaid, came nearer 
to the Scripture meaning, who underſtood by it 
candour, or the forming of a, benevolent opinion 
of our brethren, and paſſing a.favourable judg- 
ment on their actions; a virtue much higher, and 
more extenſive in its nature, than a pitiful diſ- 
tribution of alms, which, though we would never 
ſo much prejudice, or even ruin our families, 
could never reach many; whereas charity, in the 
other and true ſenſe, might be extended to all man- 
MAE Ee „„ 
He ſaid, © Confidering who the diſciples were, 
it would be abſurd to conceive the doctrine of 
generoſity, or giving alms, to have been preached 
to them. And, as we could not well imagine this 
doQtrine ſhould be preached by its divine Author 
to men who could not practiſe it, much leſs ſhall 
we think it underſtood fo by thoſe who can prac- 
tiſe it, and do nor. ; 
But though,” continued he, there is, I am. 
afraid, little merit in theſe benefactions; there 
would, I muſt confeſs, be much pleaſure in them 
to a good mind, if it was not abated by one con- 
fideration ; I mean, that'we are liable to be im- 
poſed upon, and to confer our choiceſt favours of- 
ten on the undeſerving, as you muſt own was 
: . caſe in your bounty to that worthleſs fellow 
Partridge; for two or three ſuch examples muſt 
greatly leſſen the inward ſatisfaction which a good: 
man would otherwiſe find in generoſity z nay, may 
even make him timorous in beſtowing, leſt he 
thould be guilty of ſupporting vice, and encou-- 
_ raging the wicked; a crime of a very black dye, 
and for which it will by no means be a ſufficient 
5 G 2 excule, 
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70 Book TI. 
excuſe; that we have not actually intended ſuch 


an encouragement; unleſs we have uſed the ut- 


moſt caution in chooſing the objects of our bene- 


ficence. A conſideration which, I make no doubt, 


bath greatly checked the liberality of mary; a Wor- 


. and pious man.“ th 


1 Mr Allworthy anſwered, * He could not diſpute 


with. the captain in the Greck language, and there» 
fore could {ay nothing as to the true ſenſe of the 
word Which is tranſlated charity; but that he had 
always thought it was interpreted to conſiſt in ac- 
tion, and that giving alms conſtituted at leaſt one 


branch of that virtue. 


As to the meritorious part, „ he ſaid he rea. 
1y agreed with the captain; for where could be 
the-merit-of barely diſcharging. a duty, which, he 
faid, let the word charity have what conſtruction 

it would, it ſufficiently appeared to be from the 
-whole tenor of the New Teſtament? And as he 
thought it an indiſpenſable duty, injoined both by 
the Chriſtian law, and by the law of Nature it- 


"ſelf; ſo was it withal ſo pleaſant, that if any duty 


could be ſaid to be its own reward, or to pay us 
. we are diſcharging it, it was this. 

To confeſs the truth,” ſaid he, * there is one 
degree of generoſity (of charit 


and that is, where, from a principle of beneyo» 
lence and Chriſtian love, we beſtow on anothec 
what we really want ourſelves; where, in order 
to leſſen the diſtrefles of another, we condeſcend 
to ſhare ſome part of them, by giving what even 
our own neceſſities cannot well ſpare. 


mal; * the word) rather at the expence of our 


1 MS. 6 v K 


I would have call- 
ed it) which ſeems to haye ſome ſhew of merit, 


This is, I 
think, meritorious; but to relieve our brethren 
only with our ſuperfluities; to be charitable (I 


coffers | 
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de offers than ourſelves; to ſave ſeveral ſamilies from 
#$ miſery, rather than hang up an extraordinary pie- 
ture in our houſes, or gratify any other idle, ri- : 
diculous vanity, this ſeems io be only being hu- I 
man creatures; nay, I will venture to go farther,. | 
it is being in ſome degree epicures: for what could 
the greateſt epicure wiſh rather than to eat with- 
with many mouths. inſtead of one? which, I think, 
may be predicated of any one who knows that the 
bread of many is owing to his own largeſles.. 
As to the apprehenſion of beſtowing bounty 
on ſuch as may hereafter prove unworthy objects, 
| becauſe many have proved ſuch, ſurely it can ne- 
ver deter a good man from generolity ; I do not 
think a few, or many examples of ingratitude, 
can juſtify a man's hardening his heart againſt the 
diſtreſſes of his fellow- creatures; nor do] believe it 
can ever have ſuch effect on a truly benevolent mind. 
Nothing leſs than a perſuaſion of univerſal depra- 
vity can lock up the charity of a good man; 
and thrs perſuaſion muſt lead him, I think, either 
into atheiſm, or enthuſiaſm: but ſurely it is un- 
fair to argue ſuch univerſal depravity from a. few 
vicious individuals; nor was this, F believe, ever 
done by a man, who, upon ſearching his owẽ-· é 
mind, found one certain exception to the general 
rule.” He then concluded, by aſking, * Who that 
_ Partridge was, whom he had called a worth- 
leſs fellow 2? „ 
I mean,“ ſaid the Captain, Partridge the bar- 
ber, the ſchoolmaſter, what do you call him? 
Partridge, the father of the little child which you 
found in your bed. 1 JV 
Mr Allworthy expreſſed great ſurpriſe. at this 
daz ccount, and the captain as great at his ignoran E 
or it; for he ſaid he had known it above a month, 
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The HISTORY of Book U. 
and at 1 


ength recollected, "IN tags difficulty, 5 
that he was told it by Mrs Wilkins. 

Upon this, Wilkins was immediately ſum- 
moned, who, having confirmed what the captain 
Had fad, was by Mr Allwortby, by and with the 
captain's advice, "diſpatched to es Baddington, 


40 inform herſelf of the truth of the fact; for the 


captain expreſſed great diſlike at all haſty proceed- 
zngs in criminal matters, and faid he would by 


no means have Mr Allworthy take any reſolution 


either to the prejudice of the child or its father, 
-before he was ſatisfied that the latter was guilty; 
for though be had privately ſatisfied himſelf” of 
this from one of Partridge's neighbours, yet he 


Was too renn to sive any 8725 eridenes to Mr. 
Oy. 424 | 


PSI CHAP. vn 
The eral _ Partridge, the. Laboe ger for in inconti- 
; the evidence of his wife ; a ſhort reflection 

on 5 £ ee of our law ; with other grave mat- 


ters, which- theſe will lite be, who underfiand. 
- "alot moſt... 


1 y be were? that r ſo well known, 
and which has furniſhed ſo much matter of 
con verfation, ſhould never have been mentioned 
to Mr Allworthy himſelf, who was perhaps the on- 
If erſon in that country who had never heard of it. 
Fo account in ſome meaſure for this to the read- 
er, 1 think proper to inform him, that there was 
no one in the kingdom leſs intereſted in oppoſing 
that doctrine concerning the meaning of the word 
© charity; which hath been ſeen in the preceding 
can than our "9 man. Indeed; be was 
_ equally 
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cmqually entitled to this virtue in either ſenſe : for 
2s no man was ever more ſenſible of the wants, 
or more ready to relieve the diſtreſſes of others, 
ſo none could be more tender of their characters, 
or flower to believe any thing to their difad- * 
Scandal, therefore, never found any acceſs to 
his table; for, as it hath been long ſince obſerved, — 
that you may know a man by his companions, ſo, I 
will venture to ſay,” that by attending to the con- 
verſation at a great man's table, you may ſatisfy 
yourſelf of his religion, his polities, his taſte, 'and 
indeed of his entire diſpoſition: for though a few 
odd fellows: will utter their own ſentiments in all 
places, yet much the greater part of mankind 
have enough of the courtier, to accommodate their 
converſation to the taſte and inclination of their 
But to return to Mes Wilkins, who having exe- 
_ cuted her commiſſion with great diſpateh, though 
at fifteen miles diſtance, brought back ſuch a con- 
flirmation of the ſchoolmaſter's guilt, that Mr All- 
worthy determined to fend for the criminal, and 
examine him viva voce; Mr Partridge, therefore, 
was ſummoned to attend, in order to his defence 
(if he could make any) againſt this accuſation, 
At the time appointed, before Mr Allworthy 
himſelf, at Paradiſe-hall, came as well the ſaid 
- Partridge, with Anne his wife, as Mrs Wilkins 
t bio eier... Rr 
And now Mr Allworthy being ſeated in the 
chair of juſtice, Mr Partridge was brought before 
him. Having heard his accuſation from the mouth 
of Mrs Wilkins, he pleaded Not guilty, making 
1 vehement proteſtations of his innocence. 
-- Mrs Partridge was then examined, who, after 
„ 3%˖Üͤ;»ð§—1ẽ9n:ö riot a modeſt 
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1 modeſf apo logy for being obliged to ſpeak the 

truth againſt 2 huſband, ate all the circum» 
ſlances with which the reader hath already been 

acquainted; and at laſt concluded with her huſ- 
dand's confeſſion of his guilt. 

Whether ſhe had forgiven him or no, 1 will 


not venture to determine ; J but it is certain, ſhe 


was an unwilling witneſs in this cauſe; and it is 
i enge from certain other reaſons, would never 
have been brought to depoſe as ſhe did, had not 
Mrs Wilkins, with great art, fiſhed all out of ber 
at her own. houſe, and had ſhe not indeed made 
-promiſes, in Mr Allworthy's name, that the pu- 
niſhment *of her huſband ſhould not be ſuch 3 as 
might anywiſe affect his family. 
- Partridge ſtill perſiſted in aſſerting bis inno- 
cence, though he admitted he had made the a- 
bove-mentioned confeſſion, which be, however, 
' @ideavoured to account for, by proteſting that he. 
was forced into it by the continued importunity 
he uſed, who vowed, that as ſhe was ſure of his 
guilt; ſhe would never leave tormenting bim till 
he had owned it, and faithfully promiſed, that, in 
fuch caſe, ſhe would never mention it to bim 
more. Hence, he ſaid, he had been induced 
falſely to confeſs. himſelf guilty, though he was 
innocent; and that he believed he ſhould have 
confefled a murder from the ſame motive. 

Mrs Partridge could not bear this imputation 
with patience; and having no other remedy, in 
the preſent. place, but tears, ſhe called forth a 
plentiful aſfiſtanee from them, and then addreſſing 
f ei to Mr Allworthy, ſhe faid, (or rather cti- 
ed), May it pleaſe your Worſhip, there never 


Was any poor woman ſ@ injured as I am by that 
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rents man: for r this? ha tbe only inſtance of bis 
_ falſehood 
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falſehood to me. No, may it pleaſe your Wor- 
ſhip, he hath injured my bed many's the good time 
and often. - T could have put up with his drun- 
kenneſs and neglect of his buſineſs, if he had not 
broke one of the ſacred commandiments.: Beſides, 
if it had been out of doors, I had not mattered it 
ſo much; but with my own ſervant, in my own 
houſe, under my own roof, to defile my own 
| chaſte bed, which to be ſure he hath. with his 
beaſtly ſtinking whores. Yes, you villain, you 
villain, you have defiled my own bed, you have; 
and then you have charged me with bullocking 
you into owning the truth. It is very likely, an't 
| 47 your Worfhip, that I ſhould bullock him. 
I have marks enow about my body to ſhew of his 
cruelty to me. If you had been a man, you 
villain, you would have ſcorned to injure a wo- 
man in that manner: but you an't half a man, 
you know it.— Nor have you been half a huſband 
to me. You need run after whores, you need, 
when Pm ſure——And ſince he provokes me, I am 
ready, an't pleaſe your Worſhip, to take my bo- 
dily oath that I found them a-bed together. 
What, you have forgot, I ſuppoſe, when you 
beat me into a fit, and made the blood run down 
my forehead, becauſe I only civilly taxed you with 
our adultery ! but I can prove it by all my neigh- 
bours. You have almoſt broke my heart, you have, 
qu TOTO oo Bye ee 
Here Mr Allworthy interrupted, and begged her 
to be pacified, promiſing her that ſhe ſhould have 
juſtice ; then turning to Partridge, who: ſtood a- 
gbalt, one half of his wits being butried away by 
lurpriſe, and the other half by fear, he ſaid he 
was ſorry to ſee there was ſo wicked a man in the 
world. He: aſſured him, that his prevaricating 


„ \ The HISTORY of Book I. 
and lying Weed and forward, was a great 
aggravation of his guilt, for which, the only a- 
tonement he could make, was by confeſſion and re- FI 
| Wee He exhorted him, therefore, to begin 4 
by immediately confeſſing the fact, and not to 
perk in denying what was fo plainly proved a- 3 
| gainſt him, even by his own wife... 3 
Here, reader, I beg your patience a moment, 
while I'make a juſt compliment to the great wiſ- 
dom and ſagacity of our law, which refuſes to ad- 
mit the evidence of a wife for or againſt her huf- 
band. This, fays a certain learned author, who, WW 
1 believe, was never quoted before in any but a Fo 
law-book, would be the means of creating an e- 
_ ternal difſenfion between them. It would, in- 3 
deed, be the means of much perjury, and of 
much whipping, fining, impriſoning, tranſporting, 
and hangin . | 4 FT 
Partridge ſtood a while filent, till being bid to | 
fpeak, he ſaid he had already ſpoken the truth, g 
and appealed to Heaven for his innocence, and 
hftly to the girl herſelf, whom he deſired his 
Worſhip immediately to ſend for; for he was ig- 
Norant, or at leaſt pretended to de ſo, that ſhe had 
left that part of the country. 
Mr Allworthy, whoſe natural love of juſtice, 
| Joined to his coolneſs of temper, made. him al- 
Ways a moſt patient magiſtrate in hearing all the 
witneſſes which an accuſed perſon could produce 
in his defence, agreed to defer his final determi- 
nation of this matter till the arrival of Jenny, for 
whom he immediately diſpatched a meſſenger : 
and then having recommended peace between 
Partridge and his wife, (though he addreſſed him- 
ſelf chiefly to the wrong perſon), he appointed 


* to attend * the third day: for he "on 
nt 


* 


— — K — n . 
— — — 1 ROS - — 8 
n * 2 — — ee os mes - op 3 P F a - 
GO ery ⁰ 222 : ˙ iᷣᷣͤaͤꝛ « ũ ũ „ 
- ** L * 1 "of 's * * = 
To * „6 *T | 4 
" * 3 
ö Y 
1 


__ as 1 
—— 
An x 47 Arete ws « ” 
we 
9 * 


45 „ 224444 
* 


- . — 2 
* ab 
4 = — * K — - * N 
3 rr ̃ ¾ 1. 14 — —_— l Av. as 
2 * 


? =. 
n 


wa 


: 
G 
Ll 
4 
11 
1 * 
0 5 
* 
174 
N 1 
* 5 
: 
I 
? * 
; 
þ 
* 1 
1 q 
bf . 
[ 4 I 
i : b 
IT F 3 
38h 
U P 
"M 14 
it} 
* 3 
1 F * 
: 
51 
14 
{x 
Li * 
238 
? 
i 
4 4 
174 
£ *7 
1 . 
4 # 
KY? 1 
| %. 
8 
4 
"3d 
Is 
4 
[ 
$ 
* 
8 
* 
7 
11 
4 
E 
* 


ON - QP „ oe * 
— 
. * 
4 


ee Tea 


2. 
- — 


—D— — — Mw 
—— 
—— 


— 8 
— — 
1 
; 


—— — 
—— OS 
—— 


ry 
. A 
"Try 
Tied 
q 9 
% 
5 
55 5 
14," 
/ 5% 
. EY 
n 
FAS.” 
% & 
45 
5} 
of 
6 
$4 
2 
* 6 


Chap. 6. A FOUNDLING. #f 


ſent Jenny a whole day's: journey from his own” 
"Ne . „ Eg 4 
At the appointed time, the parties all aſſem- 
bled, when the meſſenger returning, brought word, 
that Jenny was not to be found, for that ſhe had 
left her habitation a few days before, in company 
with a recruiting officer. g e 


Mr Allworthy then declared, that the evidence 


of ſus a ſlut as ſhe appeared to be, would have 


deſerved no credit; but he ſaid he could not help 
thinking, that had ſhe been preſent, and would 
have declared the truth, ſhe muſt have confirmed 
what ſo many circumſtances, together with his 
own confeſſion, -and' the declaration of his wife, 


that ſhe had caught her huſband in the fact, did 
ſufficiently prove. He therefore once more ex- 
| horted Partridge to confeſs ; but he ſtill avowing 
his innocence, Mr Allworthy declared himſelf 


ſatisfied of his guilt, and that he was too bad a 
man to receive any encouragement from him. 
He therefore deprived him of his annuity, and 


recommended repentance to him, on account of 
another world, and induſtry to maintain himſelf 


and his wife in this. W 
There were not, perhaps, many more unhappy 


perſons than poor Partridge. He had loſt the beſt 
part of his income by the evidence of his wife, and' 


yet was daily upbraided by her for having, a- 
mong other things, been the occaſion of deprivitig- 
her of that benefit; but ſuch was his ſortune, and 
he was obliged to ſubmit to it. MT. 

Though I called him poor Partridge in the laſt 
paragraph, I would have the reader rather impute 
that epithet to the compaſſion of my temper, than 


conceive it to be any declaration of his innocence. 
Whether he was innocent or not, will perhaps ap- 
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pear hereafter; but if the biſtoric Muſe bath in- 
truſted me with any ſecrets, I will by 
| be guilty of diſcovering them till ſhe mall . 


no means 


pe leave. 


Here, therefore, the reader muſt e bis 
cutiolity. . Certain it is, that whatever was the 


truth of the: caſe, there was evidence more than 
fufficient to convict him before Allworthy ; in- 


deed much leſs would have ſatisfied a bench of 


juſtices on an order of baſtardy; and yet, not- 


withſtanding the poſitiveneſs of Mrs Partridge, 
who would have taken the facrament upon the 


matter, there is a poſhbility that the ſchoolmaſter 
was entirely innocent: for though it appeared 


clear, on comparing the time that Jenny depart- 
ed from Little Baddington with that of her deli- 


very, that ſhe had there conceived this infant, 


| 92 it by no means followed, of neceſſity, that 


artridge muſt have been its father : for, to omit 


other particulars, there was in the ſame houſe a 


lad near eighteen, between whom and Jenny there 


had ſubſiſted ſufficient intimacy to found a Frog 


able ſuſpicion ; and yet, ſo blind is jealouſy, this 


_ circumſtance never once entered into the head of 


the enraged wife, _ 855 
Whether Partridge repented or war, according 


to Mr Allworthy's advice, is not ſo apparent. 


Certain it is, that his wife repented heartily of 


the evidence ſhe had given againſt him; eſpecial- 


ly when ſhe found Mrs Deborah had deceived 
her, and refuſed to make any application to Mr 


Allworthy on her behalf. She had, however, 
ſomewhat better ſucceſs with Mrs Blifi, who was, 


as the teader muſt have perceived, a much better 


tempered woman; and very kindly undertook to 
e her brotlier to reſſore the annvity. In 


f 


5 * | which, 
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which, though good nature might have ſome ſhare, 
yet a ſtronger and more natural motive will ap- 
pear in the next chapter. 33 
Theſe ſolicitations were nevertheleſs unſucceſs- 
ful : for though Mr Allworthy did not think, with 
ſome late writers, that mercy conſiſts only in pu- 
niſhing offenders, yet he was as far from thinking 
that it is proper to this excellent quality to pardon 
great criminals wantonly, without any reaſon 
whatever. Any doubtfulneſs of the fact, or 
any circumſtance of mitigation, was never diſre- 
garded: but the petitions of an offender, or the 
interceſſions of others, did not in the leaſt affect 
him. In a word, he never pardoned, becauſe the 
offender himſelf, or his friends, were unwilling 
that he ſhould be puniſhed... 12 
Partridge and his wife were therefore both ob- 
liged to ſubmit to their fate, which was indeed ſe- 
vere enough for fo far was he from doubling his 
induſtry on the account of his leſſened income, 
that he did in a manner abandon himſelf to de- 
ſpair; and. as he was by nature indolent, that 
vice now increaſed upon him, by which means he 
loſt the little ſchool he had; ſo that neither his 
wife nor himſelf would have had any bread to eat, 
had not the charity of ſome good Chriſtian inter- 
poſed, and provided them with what was juſt ſuf- 
ficient for their ſuſtenance. 5 5 ad 
As this ſupport was conveyed to them by an 
unknown hand, they. imagined, and ſo, I doubt 
not, will the reader, that Mr Allwortby himſelf 
was their ſecret benefactor, who, though he 
would not openly encourage vice, could yet pri- 
vately relieve the diſtreſſes of the vicious them- | 
_ Telves, when theſe became too exquiſite and di- 
| Proportionate to their demerit. In which light 
Vor. I. CY en their 
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their wretchedneſs now. appeared to Fortune herſelf, 
for ſhe at-length took pity on this miſerable cou - 
ple, and conſiderably leflened the wretched tate... 
of Partridge, by putting a final. end to that of his 
wife, who ſoon after caught, the ſmall-pox, and 
died. 

The juſtice which Mr Allworthy had executed 5 
on Partridge, at firſt met, with uniyerſal appro- 
bation ; but no ſooner had he felt its conſequen- 
ces, than his neighbours began to. relent, aud. to 
compaſſionate his caſe; and preſently. aſter, to 
blame that as tigour and ſeverity which they be- 2 
fore called juſtice- They now exclaimed. againſt 
puniſhing in cold blood, and ſang forth the Preiſes 4 
of mercy and forgiveneſs. | 

Theſe cries were confiderably increaſed. by. the... . 
death of Mrs Partridge, which, t though. owing to 
the diſtetaper above-mentioned, which, is no con- 
ſequence of poxerty or diſtreſs, many were not 
afhamed to impute to Mr Allworthy's eegie ee 
[os they now termed it, cruelty. = | 

Partridge, having now Joſt his wife, —— ſchool, 
and his aanvity, and the unknown perſon having . 
now diſcontinued the. laſt mentioned charity, re- 
ſolved to change the ſcene, and left the country, 
where he was in danger of ſtarying, with the, uni- 
verlal, a of al] bis neig bbouss... * 2 Ny 
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A 75 r 6 that felicity awhich rudent N , 
may exira& from hatred.; with a te ort apology for 
the People 0 60 ove rlook imperfeAions i in their, friend. 


Tena the captain had effectually demo- 
liſhed poor Tarttidge, N had he not 8 N 
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ed. the harveſt he hoped "OY Which was, to turn 
the foundling out of Nur Allworthy's houſe. 

On the contrary, that gentleman grew every 
day fonder of little Tommy, as if he intended to 
counterbalance his ſeverity to the father, with 
ene fondneſs and affection towards the 
enn. 

This a good deal ſoured 'the ear nor, 
as did all the other daily inſtances of Mr Allwor- 
thy's generoſity: for he looked on all fuch Ee" 
ſes to be diminutions of his own wealth. 
In this, we have ſaid, he did not agree with his: 
wife; nor, indeed, in any thing elſe: for though 
an affection placed on the underſtanding, is, by 
many | wiſe perſons, thought more durable than 
that which is founded on beauty, yet it happened 
otherwiſe in the preſent caſe. Nay, the under- 
ſtandings of this couple were their principal bone 
of contention, and one great cauſe of many quar- 
rels which' from time to time arofe between them; 
and which at laſt ended, on the fide of the lady, 
in a ſovereign contempt for her huſband; and on 

"mM huſband's, in an utter abhorrence of Ks wite. 

As theſe had both exerciſed their talents chiefly 
in the ſtudy of divinity, this was, from their firſt. 
acquaintance, the molt common topic of conver- 
ſation between them. The captain, like a well- 
bred man, had, before marriage, always'given up 
his opinion to that of the lady; and this, not in 
the clumſy awkward manner of a conceited block- - 
head, who, while he civilly 8 to a ſuperior 
in an argument, is deſirous of being ſtill known to 
think himſelf in the right: the captain, on the 
contrary, though one of the proudeſt fellows in 
the world, fo abſolutely yielded the victory to his 
antagoniſt, that ſhe, who had not the * doubt 

H 2 5 


ths. 
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of his n retired always from the diſpute, 


with an admiration of her own underſtanding, and 
a love for his. 


But though this complaiſance to one whom the 


captain thoroughly deſpiſed, was not ſo uneaſy to 
him, as it would have been, had any hopes of pre- 


ferment made it neceſſary to ſhew the ſame ſub- 


miſſion to a Hoadley, or to ſome other of great re- 
putation in the ſcience; yet even this coſt him too 


much to be endured without ſome. motive. Ma- 
trimony, therefore, having removed all ſuch ma- 
tives, he grew weary of this condeſcenſion, and be- 
gan to treat the opinions of his wife with that 
baughtineſs and inſolence, which none but thoſe 
who deſerve ſome contempt themſelves can beſtow, 
and thoſe only who deferve no contempt can bear. 

When the firſt torrent of tenderneſs was over, 
and when, in the calm and long interval between 
the fits, reaſon began to open the eyes of the lady, 


and ſhe ſaw this alteration of behaviour in the 


captain, who, at length, anſwered all her argu- 
ments only with piſh and pſhaw, ſhe was far from 


enduring the indignity with a tame ſubmiſſion. 


Indeed, it at firſt fo highly provoked her, that it 


might have produced ſome tragical event, had it 


not taken -a more harmleſs turn, by filling her 
with the utmoſt contempt for her huſband's under- 
ſtanding, which ſomewhat qualified her hatred 
towards him; though of this likewiſe ſhe had - 


pretty moderate ſhare. 


The captain's hatred to her was of a purer kind : 
for as to any imperfections in her knowledge or 
underſtanding, he no more deſpiſed her for them, 
than for her not being fix feet high. In his o- 

inion of the female ſex, he exceeded the moroſe- 


— 


_ neſs of Ariſtotle himſelf: he looked on a woman 
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ns on an animal of domeſtic uſe, of ſomewhat 
higher conſideration than a cat, fince her offices 
were of rather more importance; but the difference 
between theſe two was, in his eftimation, fo ſmall, 
that, in his marriage contracted with Mr All- 
worthy's lands and tenements, it would have been 
pretty equal which of them he had taken into the 
bargain. And yet fo tender was his pride, that 
it felt the contempt which his wife now began to ; 
_ expreſs towards him; and this, added to the ſur- 
Feit he had before taken of her love, created in 

him à degree of difguſt and abhorrence perhaps 
Hardly Yo be exceefeg... 

One fituation only of the Marriage ſtate- is ex- 
chided from pleaſure; and that is, a ſtate of in- 
difference. But as many of my readers, I hope, 
know what an exquifite delight there is in convey- 

ing pleaſure to a beloved object, ſo ſome few, I. 

am afraid, may have experienced the fatisfaction 

of tormenting one we hate. It is, I apprebend,. 

ro come at this latter pleaſure, that we ſee both 
fexes often give up that eafe in marriage, which: ' 
they might otherwiſe poſſeſs, though their mate 
was never ſo difagreeable to them. Hence the wife 
oſten puts on fits of love and jealouſy, nay, even 
denics herſelf any pleaſure, to diſturb and prevent 
thofe of her huſband; and he again, in return, 

puts frequent reſtraints on himſelf, and ſtays at 
home in company which he diſlikes, in order to- 
confine his wife to what ſhe equally deteſts.. 
Hence too muſt flow thoſe. rears. which a widow 
ſometimes fo plentifullyTheds over the aſhes of a: 
huſband, with' whom ſhe led a life of conſtant 
diſquiet and turbulency, and whom now the can 
never hope. to torment any more. 
But if ever any couple enjoyed this pleaſure, it- 
. . wass 
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was at preſent experienced by the captain and his 
lady. It was always a ſufficient reaſon to either 
of them to be obſtinate in_ any. opinion, that the 
other had previouſly aſſerted the contrary. If the 
one propoſed any amuſement, the other conſtant- 
ly objected to it : they never loved or hated, com- 
mended or abuſed, the ſame perſon. And for 
this reaſon, as the captain looked with an evil eye 
on the little foundling, his wife began now to 
careſs it almoſt equally with her own child. 

The reader will be apt to conceive, that this 
behaviour between the buſband and wife did not 
greatly contribute to Mr Allwerthy's repoſe, as it 
tended 1a little to that ſerene happineſs which he 
had defigned for all three, from this alliance: but 
the truth is, though he might be a little diſap- 
pointed in his ſanguine expectations, yet he was 
far from being acquainted with the whole matter; 
for as the captain was, from certain obvious reaſons, 
much on his guard before him, the lady was ob- 
liged, for. fear of her brother's diſpleaſure, to 
purſue the ſame conduct. In fact, it is poſſible 
For a third perſon to be very intimate, nay even 
to live long in the ſame houſe with a married 
couple, who have any tolerable diſcretion, and 
not even gueſs at the ſour ſentiments which they 
bear to each other: for though the whole day may 
be ſometimes too ſhort for hatred, as well as for 
love; yet the many hours which they naturally 
ſpend together apart from all obſervers, furniſn 
people of tolerable moderation, with ſuch ample 
opportunity for the enjoyment of either paſſion, 
that if they love, they can ſupport being a few 
Hours in company without toying, or if, they hate, 
without ſpitting in each other's faces. 
It is poſhble, however, that Mr All worthy faw 
8 > *% 7 2 0 enough 
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enough to render him a little uneaſy; for we are 


not always to conclude, that a wiſe 'man is not 
hurt, becauſe he doth not cry out and lament him- 
ſelf, like thoſe of a childiſh or effeminate temper. 
But indeed it is poſſible he might ſee ſome- faults 
in the captain without any uneaſineſs at all: for 
men of true wiſdom and goodneſs are contented 


to take perſons and things as they are, without 


complaining of their imperfeCtions, or attempt- 
ing to amend them. They can ſee a fault in a 
friend, a relation, or an acquaintance, without 
ever mentioning it to the parties themſelves, or 
to any others; and this often without leſſening 


their affection. Indeed, unleſs great diſcernment 


be tempered with this overlooking diſpoſition, we 
ought never to contract friendſhip but with a de- 
gree of folly which we can deceive: for I hope 


my friends will pardon me, when I declare, I 


know none of them withour a fault ; and I ſhould 
be ſorry if I could imagine, I had any friend who 


could not ſee mine. Forgiveneſs, of this kind, we 


give and demand in turn. It is an exerciſe of 
friendſhip, and perhaps none of the leaſt pleaſant. 
And this forgiveneſs we muſt beſtow, without de- 


| fire of amendment. There is, perhaps, no ſurer 


mark of folly, than an attempt to correct the 
natural infirmities of thoſe we love. 'The fineſt 
compoſition of human nature, as well as the fineſt 
china, may have a flaw in it; and this I am a- 


fraid, in either caſe, is equally incurable; though, 


Wl the pattern may remain of the higheſt 
KHIR nh js „ <7, i 
Upon the whole, then, Mr Allworthy certainly 
ſaw ſome imperfections in the captain; but, ag 
this was a very artful man, and eternally. upon his 


guard before him, theſe. appeared to him no more 


* 


( 
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nnn a gacd character, which bis gobd- 
neſs made him overlogk, and his wiſdom prevent - 
ed him from diſcovering to the captain himſelf. 
Very different would have been his ſentiments, 
had he diſcoveted the whole; which perhaps would 
in time have been the caſe, bad the hufband and 
wife long continued this kind of behaviour to 
each other; but this, kind Fortune tock effectual 
means to prevent, by forcing the captain to do 
that which rendered him again dear to his wife, 
and reſtored all her ni en and e to- 
erer him. kt 


* 
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Tur captain x was ily G Amend for * 
umpleaſant minutes which he paſſed in the 
converſation of bis wife, (and which were as few 


as he could contrive to make them), by the ant 


ant meditations he enjoyed when alone. 

Theſe meditations were entirely. employed on 
Mr Allworthy's fortune; for, firſt, he exereiſed 
much thought in calculating, as well as he could, 
the exact value of the whole; which eafeulations- 
he often/ ſaw occaſion to alter in his own favour ; 
and, fecondiy, and chiefly, he pleaſed himſelf 
with intended alterations in the houſe and gar- 
dens, and in projecting many other ſchemes, as 
woll for the improvement of the eſtate, as of the 
grandeur: of the place: for this purpoſe, he ap- 
plied himſelf te the ſtudies of architecture and 
me, and read read orer ne books on "es 

thele. 
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theſe ſubjects; for theſe ſciences, indeed, 2 
ed his whole time, and formed his only amuſe- 
ment. He at laſt completed a moſt excellent 
plan; and very ſorry we are that it is not in our 
power to preſent it to our reader, ſince even the 
luxury of the preſent age, I believe, would hardly 
match it. It had, indeed, in a ſuperlative degree, 
the two principal ingredients which ſerve to re- 
commend all great and noble deſigns of this na- 
ture; for it required an immoderate expence to 
execute, and a vaſt length of time to bring it to 
any ſort of perfection. The former of theſe, the 
immenſe wealth of which the captain ſuppoſed 
Mr Allworthy poſſeſſed, and which he thought 
himſelf ſure of Mheriting, promiſed very effectu- 
ally to ſupply ; and the latter, the ſoundneſs of 
his own conſtitution, and his time of life, which 
was only what is called middle age, removed all 
apprehenſion of his not living to accompliſh. _ 

Nothing was wanting to enable him to enter 
upon the immediate execution of this plan but 
the death of Mr Allworthy, in calculating which, 
he had employed much of his own algebra, beſides 
purchaſing every book extant that treats of the 
value of lives, reverſions, &c. From all which 
he ſatisfied himſelf, that as he had every day a 
chance of this happening, ſo had he more than 
an even chance of its happening within a few years. 

But while the captain was one day buſied in 
deep contemplations of this kind, one of the moſt 
unlucky, as well as unſeaſonable accidents, hap- 
pened to him. The utmoſt malice of Fortune 
could, indeed, have contrived nothing ſo cruel, 
ſo mal-a-propos, fo abſolutely deſtructive to all his 
ſchemes. In ſhort, not to keep the reader in long 


ſuſpence, juſt at the very inſtant when his heart 
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Was -exulting in meditations on the happineſs 

Which would accrue to him by Mr Allworthy's 

death, he himſelf—dicd of an apople . 
This unfortunately befel the captain as he was 


- taking his evening walk by bimſelf, ſo that no body 


was preſent to lend him any aſſiſtance, if indeed 


any aſſiſtance could have preſerved him. He 
took, therefore, meaſure of that proportion of 
ſoib which was now become adequate to all his 
future purpoſes, and be lay dead on the ground, 
a great (though not a living) example of the truth 
of that obſervation of Horace: * 


10 Taſfceande: 'marmora _ 
©: Locas ſub ipſum Funus : t fepulebri 


FOILS Immemor, tert domos.” | 


Weh ſentiment, I mall thus give to the Engliſh 
reader; You provide the nobleſt materials for 
building, when a pick-axe and a ſpade are only 
_ _necelſary4 and build houſes of five hundred by a 
hundred "re pre dey I that of ſix by two. 


o HA f. IX. 


4 prof of the infallibility of the foregoing receipt, in 

"the lamentations of 1. widow ; with other ſuitable 
decoratioms of death, ſuch as phyſict ſciant, Ke. and 
an To's in the true 46 7 | 


IIa end bie ſiſter, 4200 another hay, 
were aſſembled at the accuſtomed hour in 
the ſupper-room, where, having wafted a conſi - 
detable time longer than uſual, Mr All worthy firſt 
declared, he began to grow uneaſy at the captain's 
_ aye thr he was 9 moſt punctual at bis 
meals) : 


Ww . BY 


r 
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b- meals): and, gave orders that the bell ſhould be 


rung without the doors, and eſpecially. towards 


1 thoſe, walks which the captain was went to uſe. 


All theſe. ſummonſes proving ineffectual, (for 
the captain had, by; perverſe; accident, betaben 


hghimſelf to a new, walk that evening), Mrs Blifii 
3 declared ſhe-was-ſeriouſly frightened. Upon which 


the other lady, who was one of, her moſt intimate 
acquaintance, and who well knewethe true ſtate 


ol her affections, endeavoured. all ſhe could to pa- 
cify her; telling her To be ſure ſhe could not 


help being uneaſy but that ſhe ſhould; hope the 


"= beſt: That, perhaps, the ſweetneſs of the even- 
ing had. enticed the captain to go farther than his 
"XZ uſual; walk; or he, might be detained} at) ſome» 
neighbour's. Mrs Blifil. anſwered, No; ſhe was 
ſure ſome accident had befallen him; for that he 
vould never ſtay. out without ſending her word, 

as he muſt know how, uneaſy it would make her. 
The other lady, having no other arguments to uſe, 
betook herſelf to the intreaties uſual on ſuch oc- _ 
caſions, and begged her not to frighten herſelf, 
for it might be of very ill conſequence to her on 
bealth; and, filling out a very, large glaſs, of wine, 
# adviſed, and at laſt prevailed with her to drink it. 


Mr. Allworthy nowareturned into the parlout; 


for he bad, been. himſelf in ſearch after the cap- 
tain, His. countenance; ſuffieiently ſhewed the 
conflernation be Was under; which indeed had a 
good deal deprived him of ſpeech; but as grief 
operates varioufly on different minds, ſo the ſame 
apprehenſion which depreſſed his voice, elevated 
that of Mrs Blifil. She now began to bewail her- 
ſelf in very bitter-terms, and flocds of tears ac- 
companied her lamentations, which the lady, ber 
companion, declared ſhe could not blame; but at 


Tat. the 


* 


_ tempting to moderate the grief of her friend, by 
philoſophical obſervations on the many difappoint- : 


our minds againſt any accidents,” how ſudden or 


herſelf, yet was doubtleſs very uneaſy, though 
| his reſignation to the Divine Will had reſtrained 


terrors of friendſhip to what a wife feels on theſe 
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the ſame time diſſuaded her from indulging; at- 


ments to which human life is daily ſubject, which, 
ſhe ſaid, was a ſufficient conſideration to fortify 


terrible ſoever. She ' ſaid, her brother's example 
ought to teach her patience, who, though indeed 
he could not be ſuppoſed as much concerned as 


e 
> EY 


hie g rief within due boundds. 
ention not my brother,” ſaid Mrs Blifil, 1 
8 am the object of your pity. What are the 


BY 


occaſions? O he is loſt ! Somebody hath murder- 
ed him.—I ſhall never ſee him more. Here a 
torrent of tears had the ſame conſequence with 
what the ſuppreſſion had . to Mr All- 
worthy, and be remained ſilent. . 

At this interval, a ſervant came running in, 
out of breath, and cried out, The captain was 
found; and, before he could proceed farther, he 
was followed by two more, bearing the dead bo- 
dy between them. | 

Here the curious reader may obſerve another 
diverſity in the operations of grief; for as Mr All- 
worthy had been, before ſilent, from the ſame 
cauſe which had made his fiſter vociferous; ſo did I 
the preſent ſight, which drew tears from the gen- 
tleman, put an entire ſtop to thoſe of the lady; 
who firſt gave a violent ſcream, and preſently af 
ter fell into a fit. 8 
© The room was foon full of ei ſome of 
whom, with the lady viſitant, were employed in 


2 
es 
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care of the wiſe; 3 and others, with Mr Allworthy, 


aſſiſted 


MS. 


aſſiſted in carrying off the captain to a warm bed, 
where every method was tried, in order to reſtore 
And glad ſhould we be, could we inform the 
reader, that both theſe bodies had been attended 
with equal ſucceſs; for thoſe who undertook the 
care of the lady, ſucceeded ſo well, that after the 
fit had continued a decent time, ſhe again revived, 
to their great ſatisfaction: But as to the captain, 
all experiments of bleeding, chaffing, dropping, 
Kc. proved ineffectual. Death, that inexorable 
judge, had paſſed ſentence on him, and refuſed to 
grant him a reprieve, though two doctors Who ar- 
rived, and were fee'd at one and the ſame inſtant, 
were his counſel. ER) 
© Theſe two doQtors, whom, to avoid any mali- 
cious applications, we ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 
names of Dr Y and Dr Z, having felt his pulſe, 
to wit, Dr Y his right arm, and Dr Z his left, 
both agreed that he was abſolutely dead: but as 
to the diſtemper, or cauſe of his death, they dif- 
fered; Dr Y holding that he died of an apoplexy, 
and;Dr:A'of un gpileplyc- i 21509 3195 00 BU» 
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Hence aroſe a diſpute between the learned men, 
in which each delivered the reaſons of their ſeve- 
ral opinions. Theſe were of ſuch equal force, 
that they ſerved both to confirm either doctor in 
his own ſentiments, and made not the leaſt im- 
preſſion on his adverſary. Het MEISE © nt 
To ſay the truth, every phyſician, almoſt, hath 
his favourite diſeaſe, to which he aſcribes all the 
victories obtained over human nature. The gout, 
the rheumatiſm, the ſtone, the gravel, and the 
conſumption, have all their ſeveral patrons in the 
faculty; and none more than the nervous fever, 
or the fever on the ſpirits. And here we may ad- 
2 Vol. I. 11; Count | 
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count for thoſe diſagreements i in opinion, concern- 

ing the cauſe of a patient's death, which ſome- 

—— occur between the moſt learned of the col - 

lege, and which have greatly ſurpriſed chat part 

of the world who have been 1 ignorant af the 1 
we bave above aſſerted. 

The reader may, * be ene thatch in- 
ſtead of endeavouring to revive che patient, the 
learned gentlemen ſhould fall immediately into a 

: diſpute on the occaſion of his death; but, in 
1 reality, all ſuch experiments had been made be: 


> fore their arrival: for the captain was put into a 
i warm bed, had his veins ſcarified, bis forehead 
1 chaffed, and all forts of ſtrang drops applied. to 
1 his mouth and noſtrils. 5 


| ; The phyſicians, therefore, finding themſelves 
| anticipated in every thing they ordered, were at 


| li a loſs how to employ that portion of time which 
q! it is uſual and decent to remain for their fee, and 


were therefore neceſſitated to find ſome ſubje ot 


ally preſent itſelf than that before mentioned? 
Our doctors were about to take their leave, 


| i | other for diſcourſe 3 and what could more natur- 
| 
| 


when Mr Allworthy, baving given over the cap- 
dais, and acquieſced in the Divine Will, began 


| f . * after his ſiſter, whom he deſired them 
N wy : 


t before their departure. 
. This lady was now recovered of her ft, and, 


x = uſe the common phraſe, as well as could be ex- 


pected for one in her condition. The doctors, 


| 
| 
| therefore, all previous ceremonies being complied 


with, as this was a new patient, attended, ac- 
cording to defire, and laid hold on each. of her 
hands, as hey had before done on that of the corpſe. 
| The caſe of the lady was in the other extreme 
5 from that of her huſband 5 for, as he WAS KA all 
ine 


. 


the aſſiſtance of phyſic, ſo in reality ſhe required 
cone! iN, e n bert breit e n 
There is nothing more unjuſt than the vulgar 
opinion, by which phyſicians are miſrepreſented as 
friends to death. On the contrary, I believe, if 
the number of thoſe who recover by phyſic could g 
be oppoſed to that of the martyts to it, the for- 
mer would rather exceed the latter. Nay, ſome 
are ſo cautious on this head, that, to avoid a poſ- 
ſibility of killing the patient, they abſtain from 
all methods of curing, and preſcribe nothing but 
what can neither do good nor harm. I have heard 
ſome of theſe, with great gravity, deliver it as a 
maxim, That Nature ſhould be left to do her 
own work, while the phyſician ſtands by, as it 
were, to clap her on the back, and encourage her 
when ſhe doth well.” - C 1 
So little then did our doctors delight in death, 
that they diſcharged the corpſe after a ſingle fee; 
but they were not ſo diſguſted with their living 
patient, concerning whoſe caſe they immediately 
agreed, and fell to preſcribing with great diligence. 
- Whether, as the lady had, at firſt, perſuaded 
the phyſicians to believe her ill, they had now, in 
return, perſuaded her to believe herſelf fo, I will 
not determine; but ſhe continued a whole month - 
with all the decorations of ſickneſs. During this 
time ſhe was viſited by phyſicians, attended by 
nurſes, and received conſtant meſſages from her 
acquaintance, 'to- inquire after her health. 
At length, the decent time for ſickneſs and im- 
moderate grief being expired, the doctors were 
diſcharged, and the lady began to ſee company; 
being altered only from what ſhe was before, b 
that colour of ſadneſs in which ſhe had dreſſed her 
perſon and countenancce. Ts” 
V 12 The 
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per- 
haps, have already made a large progreſs towards 


oblivion, had not the friendſhip of Mr Allworthy 
taken care to preſerve his memory, by the follow- 


ing epitaph, which was written by a man of as 
great genius as integrity, and one who See 
well knew the captain. 


8 bo 2 * £ by * * j — a be I 4 7 | 4 
Sas, Fi 1 4 * [3 % X 8 * : — * * * 
- 7 * 4 
* - ed A <5 
E * 1 N. YL TH £ N 2 Þ 8 3 1 4 > 4 7 
W 4 . #1 5 4 Ke >. | ” = 3 « — * - ** * 
* 9 * 7 e — * 
EF * © S k 1 >. Faw: * * 4 : *# R 
af = 3 * „ > g * * 
* # 
+ * — 4 8 
* e ac 
— * % 4 2 : „ a — 3 | * 4 C 4 
3 SITS 3 110 IST 
* 
N «Rl e ation of i 4 ul rifin 
3 £ 4 — * 
7 


wx 
3 
4 


The Dodd A 
OHN BLIFIL. 1 


by 
* 


% 


doe bh | had the Honour of his Birth, / 07 
a „ Oops e 
„„ of his 1 1 


4 2 e 2916 vie Bates 5 51600445 yo" 
7 > 
VvVere e to his Profe on 


ih And to his Country: 
eu His Life, to his Religion 
aA nd Human Nature. 
t r. was wdutifub Sen, $: 


* 


is inconfolable Widow © 
2. hath erected this _— $641 


= 


N 


% 3 Ws. * 13 ws, 2* 88 4 3 x . 8 © 
"Fs ee "2678 * N . | n 
- 2 * - 10 1 

* 3 * — ”* ; % $3 : 1 * 74 | 
1 > © vt OR 1 ry * 


- % — Pry L 1 * * e * * * * E p 
- * 49 5 * F; * * 4 w + 2» £ IE wat > i 
s 
7” Þ 8 Þ 
435 S 4 


—— — 
5 0 0 K "18. - 5 


. the moſt „ catmarable tranſo Sion: which 


; paſſed in 10 e of Mr Allworthy, ST. the 


time when ones arrived at the age of 
> Joy, till be mJ the age of nineteen. In 
this book the reader may pick up * hints conceru- 
. the. fin of cken. 
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0 ontaining little, or nothing- 


HE reader will be pleaſed to 1 that, 
Tf 8 of the ſecond book of this 
hiſtory, we gave him a hint of our intention to 
paſs over ſeveral large periods of time, in which 
nothing happened worthy of being recorded in a 
chronicle of this kind. . 
In fo doing, we do not only conſult our own 
dignity and eaſe, but the good and advantage of 
the reader; for befiden that, by theſe means, we 
prevent bim from throwing away his time, in read- 


ing either without pleaſure or emolument, we give 
I 3 | 1 him, 


8 > : * ; 
, ; » > >, 
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him, at all ſuch ſeaſons, an opportunity of em- 
ploying that wonderful ſagacity, of which he is 
maſter, by filling up thoſe vacant ſpaces:jof time 
with his own conjectures; for which purpoſe we 
have taken care to qualify him in the preceding 
e eee 
For inſtance, what reader but knows that Mr All- 
worthy felt, at firſt; for the loſs of his friend, thoſe 
emotions of grief, which, on ſuch occaſions, enter 
into all men whoſc hearts. are not compoſed of flint, 
or their heads of as ſolid materials? Again, what 
reader doth not know, that philoſophy and reli- 
gion in time moderated, and at laſt extinguiſhed 
this grief? The former of theſe, teaching the 
Folly and vanity of it; and the latter, correcting 
it as unlawful; and at the ſame time aſſuaging it, 
by raifing future hopes and aſſurances, which en- 
able a-ſtrong and religious mind to take leave of 
a friend on dis death-bed, with little leſs indiffer- 
ence than if he was preparing for a long journey; 
and indeed with little leſs hope of ſeeing him again. 
Nor can the judicious reader be at a greater loſs 
on account. of Mrs Bridget Blifil, who, he may 
de aſſured, conducted herſelf through the whole 
ſeaſon in which grief is to make its appearance an 
the outſide of the body, with the ſtricteſt regard 
to all the rules of cuſtam and decency, fuiting the 
alterations of her countenance to the ſeveral alter- 
ations of. her habit. For as this changed from 
weeds to black, from black to grey, from grey to 
White; fo did her countenance change from dif- 
mal to ſortowful, from ſorrowful to fad, and from 
"fad to ſerious, till the day came in which ſhe was 
"allowed to return to her former ſerenity. | 
Me have mentioned theſe two as examples on- 
Jy of the taſk which may be impoted on readers of 4 
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the loweſt claſs. Much. higher and harder exer- 
eiſes of judgment and penetration. may reaſonably be 


expected from the upper graduates in criticiſm. Ma. 


ny 1 notable diſcoveries will, I doubt not, be made by 
uch, of the tranſactions whieh happened in the fa- 

wf of our worthy man; during all the years which 
we have thought proper to \paſs over; for though 
nothing worthy of a place in this hiſtory occurred 
within that period, yet did ſeveral incidents hap- 
pen of equal importance with thoſe” reported by 
the daily and weekly hiſtorians of the age, in read- 
ing which, great numbers of perſons conſume a 


eonfiderable Part of theit time, very little, 1 m 


afraid, to their emolument. Now, in the conjee- 
tures here propoſed; ſome of the moſt excellent 
faculties of the md may be employed to much 
advantage, fince it is a more uſeful capacity to be 
able to foretel the actions of men, in any circum- 
ſtance, from their ebaracters, than to judge of 
their characteis from theit actions. The former, 
Low, requires the greater penetration, but may 
be accompliſhed by true ſagacliy with no leſs cer 
tainty than the latter. 
Ass we are ſenſible that much the gresthſt put 
of our readers are very eminently poſſe ſſed of this 
quality, we have left them a ſpace of twelve years 
to exert it in; and ſhall now bring forth our here, 
at about fourteen years of age, not queſtioning that 


many have been long impatient to be introduced 
tw his eee 


* 
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As we determined. when we firſt far ow: to 

4 write this hiſtory, to flatter no man, but to 

guide our pen throughout by the directions of 

trutb, we are obliged to — our hero on the 
ſtage in a much more diſadvantageous manner 
than we could wiſh; and to declare honeſtly, 
| even at bis firſt appearance, that it was the uni- 
verſal opinion of all Mr Allworthy's family that be 
1 certainly borp to be hange. 
Indeed, I am ſorry to ſay, there was too much 
for this conjecture; the lad having, "om 
his earlieſt years, diſcovered a propenſity to man 

- ices, and eſpecially to one which hath as dire 
a tendency as any other to that fate which we 
-have juſt now «i Jane to have been prophetically 
W againft him. He had been already 
convicted of three robberies, viz. of robbing an 

_ orchard, of ſtealing a duck out of a farmer's yard, 

and of picking Maſter Blifil's pocket of a ball. 

I be vices of this young man were, moreover, 
heightened by the difadrantageous light in which 
they appeared, when oppoſed to the virtues of Maſ- 
ter Blifil, his companion, a youth of ſo different a 
caſt from little Jones, that not only the family, 
but all the neigbbourhood reſounded his praiſes. 
He was, indeed, a lad of a remarkable diſpoſition; 
ober, — and pious, W his "Be ; _ 

, 168. 
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lities which gained him the love of every one who 
knew him, whilſt Tom Jones was univerſally. diſ- 
liked; and many expreſſed their wonder that Mr 
All worthy would ſuffer ſuch a lad to be educated 
with his ee leſt the morals of the Baer | 
ſhould be corrupted/by his example. 4 

An incident which happened about ibs. 30 
will ſet the character of theſe two lads more fairly 
before the diſcerning r than is in the Wer 

of the longeſt diſſertation. neat 

Tom Jones, who, bad 28 be i is, 8 e 5M 
the hero of this hiſtory, had only one friend among 
all the ſervants of the family; for, as to Mrs Wil- 
kins, ſhe had long fince given bim up, and was 
perfectly reconciled to ber miſtreſs. This friend 
was the gamekeeper, a fellow of a looſe kind of 
diſpoſition, and who. was thought not to entertain 
much ſtricter notions concerning the difference of 
meum and tauni than the young gentleman him- 
ſelf. And hence this friendſhip. gave occaſion to 
many ſarcaſtical remarks among the domeſtics, 
moſt of which were either proverbs before, or, at 
leaſt, are become ſo now; and indeed, the wit of 
them all may be compriſed in that ſhort Latin 
proverb, Ne/citur-a ſaciv, which I think is thus 
expreſſed in ngliſh, : You N . kim by | the 
Company he keeps. 

To lay the — dome of that atrocious Wiel 
edneſs in Jones, of which we have juſt mentioned 
three examples, might, perhaps, be derived from 
. the encouragement he had received from this fel- 
low, who, in two or three inſtances; had been 


What the law calls an acceſſory aftet the fact. For 


the whole duck, and great part of the apples, were 

converted to the uſe of the gamekeeper and his fa · 

wily, though, as W alone was * the 

41 Ae poor 
4 bo of 


>. 


®” 4 


ee be HISTORY of Bol . 


Poor lad "__ not only the whole ſmart, but the 
_ whole blame, both which fell-again to — wo on 
f ou following oecafion. © 2 

_ +, - Contiguous to Mr Allworthy's ed was the 
manor-of one of thoſe gentlemen who are called 
preſervers of the game. This fpecies of men, 

. From the great ſeverity with which they ike 
the death of a hare or a partridge, might be thought 
to cultivate” the fame ſuperſtition with the Bani- 

ans in India, many of whom, we are told, dedi- 
Tate their whole lives to the preſervation and pro- 
teQion of certain animals; was it not that our 

"Engliſh Banians, while they preſerve them from o- 
ther enemies, will moſt unmercifully ſlaughter 

Whole horſe-loads themſelves; ſo that they ſtand 

clearly acquitted of any ſuch heatheniſh ſupertlition. 

I have, indeed; a much better opinion of this 
kind of men than is entertained by ſome, 48 I 

take them to anſwer the order of Nature, and the 

5 good purpoſes for which they were ordained, in 
2 more ample manner than many others. Now, 

as Horace tells 25 wo there are a a rk human 

phi (etl . ” WP Ns = * | 
"> 2 $f 21 211 10s 251 1 n y ; 


| Froges conſumere an. K fy or; 
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© Bara fo-cvnſume the fraits of ihe ert 5 40. 1 
. 1 na manner of doubt but there are A . 


Tinas conſumers nan, 1 


5 Drs to SARS whe beaſts of the geld; 08% hs 
it is commonly called, the game; and none, I Hung 
_ Heve, will — but that thoſe ſquires fulfil this 
end of their creation. 
"LO Jones went one day 2 ſhooting with the 
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gameke 


ol partridges, near the. 


which Fortune, to fulfil the wiſe purpoſes of Na- 
ture, had planted one of the game-conſumers, 
the birds flew. into it, and were marked (as it ie 
called) by the two ſportſmen, in ſome furze buſhes 


about tor or three hundred paces beyond Mr All- 


worthy's dominions. 


Mr Allwotthy had given the fellow ſtrict orders, 


on pain of forfeiting bis place, never to treſpaſs 
on any of his neighbours; no more on thoſe wha 
were leſs rigid in this matter, than on the lord of 
this manor. With regard to others, indeed, theſe 
orders had not been always very ſcrupulouſſy kept; 


but as the diſpoſition, of the gentieman with whom 


the partridges bad taken ſanctuary was well known, 
the gamekeeper had never yet attempted to invade 
his territories. Nor had he done it now, had not 
the younger ſportſman, who was exceſſively eager 
to purſue the flying game, over - perſuaded him; 


but Jones being very importunate, the other Who 


was himſelf keen enough after the ſport, yielded 
to his perſuaſionz, entered the manor, and ſhot 
one of. the pattrißg e. 
The gentleman himſelf was at that time on horſe- 
back, at a little diſtance from them; and hearing 
the gun go.off, he immediately made towards the 
place, and diſcovered poor Tom: for the game- 


keeper had leapt into the thickeſt part of the futze - 
break, where he had happily concealed himſelf... 


The gentleman having ſearched the lad, and 


found the partridge upon him, denounced great 


vengeance, ſwearing he would acquaint Mr All- 


worthy. He was as good as his word; for he rode 
immediately to bis houſe, and complained” of the 


treſpaſs on bis manor, in as bigh terms, an as 
1. $65.4 NIP 8 A | HEE TS $i itter 
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"= dme Unprsge, s if his hpuſe had been 
"ow and the moſt valuable furniture ſtole out * 


it. He added, that ſome other perſon was in his 
company, though he could not diſcover him : for 
that t * had 1 Giſcbarged almoſt in the 


nd; he, we have found on- 
1 Aa Wasn hes e Lord jews white: mit- 
: chief they have done „ 


At his return home, Tom b preſently con- 
Sad before Mr Allworthy. He owned'the fact, 
and alleged no other excuſe but what was really 
true, viz. that the covey was bebe ſprung i in 
Mr Allworthy's own: manor, VO 
Tom was then interrogated who was with him, 
| | which Mr Allworthy: declared he was reſolved to 
1 know, acquainting the culprit with the circum- 
ſtance of the two guns, which had been depoſed to 
iy the! ſquire and both his ſervants; but Tom 
edge ſted in aſſerting that he was alone; 
yet, 'to ſay the truth, he heſitated a little at firſt, 
Which would have confirgied Mr Allworthy's be- 
lief, had what the ſquire and his ſervants this, 
wanted any further confirmation 
The gamekeeper being > ſulpected perſon, was. 
now ſent for, and the queſtion put to him; but 
he, relying on the promiſe which Tom had made 

"Him! to take all upon himſelf, very reſolutely 

denied being in company with the youtig gentle- 
wan, or indeed ring deen bim the whole after- 
\ 4 5 55 dose. 3 2 4. 35+ & 

„Mr Allworthy thes turned towards: Tong: with 
more than uſual anger in his countenance, and 
adviſed him to confeſs who was with him; repeat- 
ing, that he was reſolved to know. The lad, how- 

ever, ſtill maintained his reſolution; and was'dif- 
_ _ with much wrath * Mr A e f 
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told binn, he ſhould have to the next Week to a 5 


confider of it, when he ſhould be queſtioned by” 
another perſon, and in another manner. - 
Poor Jones ſpent a very melancholy night; and 
the more ſo, as he was without his uſual com- 
panion ;* for Mr Blifit vas gone abroad on a viſit 
with his mother. Feat of the punifliment he was 
to ſuffer, was on this occaſion his leaſt evil; his 
chief anxiety being, leſt his conſtancy ſhould fail 
him, and he ſhould be brought to betray the game - 
keeper, whoſe ruin he knew Ruft now e the con. 
ſequence. 
. en did the onmekbeper pill his t time l 
ter. He had the fame apprehenſions' with the 
youth; for whoſe honour he had likewiſe a woch 
tenderer regard than for his ſkin. _ 
In the morning, when Tom attended: the re; 
verend Mr Thwackum, the perſon to whom Mr 
All orthy had committed the inſtruction of the 
two boys, he had the ſame queſtions put to him 
by that gentleman which be had been aſked the 
evening” before, to Which he returned the ſame 
anſwers. The conſequence of this was, fo ſevere 
a whipping, that it poſſibly fell little ſhort of the 
torture with which confeſſions arc in ſome countries 
extorted from'criminals. 

Tom bore his puniſhment with est eefolution'y 
and though his maſter aſked him between every 
ſtroke, whether he would not 'confeſs, he was con- \ 
tented to be flay'd rather than betray his friend, or 
break the promiſe he had made. a 

The gamekeeper was now relieved from his 

_ anxiety, and Mr Allworthy himſelf began to be 
concerned at Tom' ok. rh dh for, belides that 
'Thwackum, bet | e Bey fa 4 that he was 
not able to make th y for what e himſelf pleaſe 
72 Vol. I. | | ed, 


e e HIS TO — Book 1. 
+ ed, had carried- his ſeverity much beyond the go, 
man's intention, this latter began now to ſuſpect 
that the ſquire; had been miſtaken; 'which his ex- 
treme eagerneſs/and anger ſeemed to make, pro- 
babie; and as for hat athe. ſervants bad; ſaid ig 
eon fir mation of their maſter's accoum, he laid no 
great ſtreſs upon that, Na, as eruelty and. — 
jaſtice were two ifleas, 9 f which Me. Allwortby 

eduld by no means ſupport; the conſciouſneſs a 

moment he ſent for Tom, and after many 

kind and friendly exhortations; Haid, Iam con- 
vinced, my dear child, that my ſuſpicions have 

wronged ven; I am-forry bel gau bay: been! ſo 

- Fererely puniſhed on this Account! ——Andat laſt 

_ gavechim'aJitfle Houle do make him,,amends ;; 47 

f gain repeating his ſorro for what had paſſed. 

Tom's guilt now. flew in his face more than any 

ſeverity. could have occaſioned. Heę could mote eafiy 

I hear thelsſhes of Lhwackum, than the generolity 

of ;Allworthy-; Th tears burſt; from his eyes, and 

he fell upon his knees, er yiug, Oh I Sir vou arg 

tog good td me. 5 Jadegdd: don't 

deſerve it” - And at that very inſtant, from the 
fulneſs of his rome; Hack Almolt; bexrayed thę ſe· 
eret; but the good genius of the ga per ſug- 
geſted to him what might be: the con ſequgijde (0 
e wee 1 cankidecatign, Kea led mis 

| 19S W3349- 1 19918 12 fle 15 ein Heng: bas 
. A di ſe he; could. $0:-dilluade- Ali- 
worthy from bewing any Re i or kindneſs 
to the boy, ſaying, He had perſiſted i in, an un- 
truth; and gave ſome hints, that a ſecond wWhip- 
ping might probably bring the matternto light - 
21 vey My Allworthy. abſolutely tefvſed w gonſent 
to the experiment. e boy: hg, e 
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he was ks ſceingithst he. could have no-motive 
but a miſtaken: point of honour for ſo doing,” 
Hbnouf H cry'd Thwackum, with e 
mere Nulhornnek and obſtinacy 4! Can Honour 
each anytone to tell a lie ? . can 0 dendur » 
F ene [ih eld pO as 
This di ſcburſe happened at table whe dinner 
was juſt ended; and there ere preſent Mr All- 
worthy, Mr Thwackum, and a third gentleman, 
who now entered into the debate, and whom, be- 
fore we proceed any farther, we ſhall brief in- 
troduce to our n eie, neee +6010 M40. 
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7 Ze Ener . Mr $; ware 32 phil bp ber, gs f 
N * T. bwackum: Ty divine; * i a Ae con- 
em of ee e a6 : Drgcolih 1:l 
THE name 7 Ae 8 . had, tha | 
1 ; refided ſome. time at Mr Allworthy's hbuſe, 
was Mr Square. His natural parts were not of 
the firſt rate, but he had greatly improved them 
by a learned education. He was deeply read; in 
the Ancients, and a profeſſed *maſter. of all ihe 
works of Plato and Ariſtotle: upon, which great 
models he bad principally: formed himſelf fome- 
times according: to the opinions of Me one, and 
ſometimes with that of the other“ In morals he 
was a proſeſſed Platoniſt, and in Ken he * 
clined to be an Ariſtotelian, 4290 1256 
„But though he had, as we bobs ſands ee 
his morals on the Platonic model, yet be perfect- 
ly agreed with the opinion of Ariſtotle, in con- 
ſidering thut great man rather in the quality of a 
8 2 * than 15 a a 
ets % 
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= nn he . 8 "_ 3 indeed, 

: ſo far, as to regard all virtue as matter of [theory | 
only; This, it is true, he never affirmed, 28 I 
have heard, to any one; and yet, upon the leaſt 
attention to bis conduct, J cannot help thinking 
it was his real opinion, as it will perfectly recon- 
Feile ſome contradiftions, "wich might omerwiſe 
95 appear in his character. | 
This gentleman and Mr Thwackuin rer erer 
ut a diſputation; for their tenets were 

zndeęd diametrically oppoſite to each other. Squ uare 
beld human nature to be the perfection of all vir- 

tue, and that vice was a deviation from our nature, 
in the ſame manner as deformity of body is.— 
Thwackum, on the contrary, maintained, that the 
Human, mind, fince the fall, was nothing but a 
Kak of iniquity, till purified. and redeemed by 

race. In one point only they agreed, which was, 
in all their diſcourſes on morality, never to men- 
tion the word goodneſs. The favourite phraſe of 
the former, was, the natural beauty of virtue; that 
of the latter, was, the divine power of- grace.— 
The former meaſured all actions by i 
rule of right, and the eternal fitneſs of things: 
_ the latter decided all matters by authority; but, 

in doing this, he always uſed the Scriptures and 
their commentators, as the lawyer doth his Coke 
upon Littleton, where the comment 4s of equal 

0 with the tek. 

After this ſhort recen; the Ka will be 
pleaſed to remember, that the parſon had conclud- 
ed his ſpeech with a'triumphant queſtion, to which 
he had apprehended no anſwer, viz. La any hon- 
"Our: exiſt independent of religion: 
- 5 Square anſwered, that it was impoſſible 


4 4 
4 + 
* . 
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eb 6 FOOND KING. my 
Meir meaning as fixſt-eltabliſhed; that het w 


ſcarce any.two words of more yague:and-uncer» 
— ſigniſication, than the two he had mentioned 


that there were almoſt ast many different Spi 


nipns concerning honor as concerning religion. 
But, ſays he, F if by hongur vou meantbe drue 
natytal beauty: of virtue, I will maintgin iti may 


independent of all but one; ſo will a Mabometan, 


2 Je, and. allathe maintainets of all the differen: 


% 


feQs in tbe word.“ te nt epi wage 160 
„ Thwackum xeplied, this was arguing with ihe: 
vſugl malice of allethe enemies to the tcue church. 


He ſaid, he deubted not but hat all the, infidels. 


and heretics in the world would; if they could, 
_ confing; honour to their own abſufd--errors and: 
damnable deceptions:: © but honoury?; Jays he, 48; 


not therefore / manifold, becauſe there: are many 
abſurc dpinion about: it ʒ nor ũs religion mani feld, 


hecauſe therę are: various ſeæcts and herefies it the 
world, Ven L mention; religion, I meanfthe 
Chriſtian religion; and not only the Chriſtian re» 
ligion, but the Proteſtant fcligion; and not only 
the Proteſtant religion, but the hpyrch ef Eng- 
lande And whensl: mention henaur, I mean that 
mode of divine grace which ig not:onlyiconſiſtent 
with, but dependent upon this religion; and is 


conſiſtent withnand dependent upon no other. | 


Now, to ſay that the honour I here mean, and 
Which was, IL thought, all the honour; could be 


fuppoſed to mean, will uphold, much leſs dictate, 
an untrũtb, is to aſſert an abſurdity too ſhocking 


to be conceived,” _ W 5 
2: Seb<purpbſlely? avoided,“ ſays Square, “ drawing 
. conclußon which 1 E evident from what 
hs + Ws 9 " To, | 3 | 


ef 
was 
{ 


a8ded he, © you, yourſelf, will:allow!:at may exiſt 


bare 
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unalterable rule of right, and the eternal fitneſs 
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perceived it, Lam ſure ou 
d to anfwer it. However, to 
the- article of religion, 1 think it is plain, 
from what you have' ſaid, that we'have different 
ideas of Mang or why 'do we not agree in the 
fame tet ms of its explanation ? Thave' ns, 
that true'honout and true virtue are almoſt - 

nym6us terms, and they are both founded on 4 


have not attempte 


of things; to which an untruth being abſolutely 


- Fepugnant and contrary, it is certain that true hon 


our cannot ſupport an untruth. In this, therefore, 


Fthiok we are agreed; but that this honour can 


be ſaid to be founded on religion, to which it is 
antetedent, if by gies Be meant any die 
—— 1 USLS 
agree, anf were Wenden e great 
unnd, with a man who afferts honour to be an- 


i" Hcg AP Me Allworthy, did I agree * 


He was'procceding, ww Mr Allwortby inter- 


8, telling then yer „ they had both 
"hey, © bis meaning; 1 6—— that be had faid no- 


. — of true honour.—It is poſſible, however, he 


d not have eaſily quieted the diſputants, who 


bor growing equally warm, bad not another mat- 
ter now fallen dut, which put 1 5 8 _ to * 


„ at 1 cat „ n O16, 
BPR; * 43 V 42 977: Y + 
- . 1 * | 
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 theizeal Ubi font teadersin may lead 1 
ILwould not willin e to any, eber. 
ally to men who ate warm in ons: cauſe, of imer 
enn VTV 
1 hopeþ bo hi no 2 with bycthe grote 
\wifunderſioinling or pervet ion of my meaning, 
maſrepreſenit me, as endeavouring to caſt any i- 
dicule an the greateſt perfections of human; na- 
ture; and which do, indeed, alone purify and en- 
noble the heart of man, and raiſe him above the 
brute· creation. This, reader, I will venture to 
ſay, (and by bow much the better man you are 
yourſelf, by ſo much the more will. you be inclin- 
ed to believe me); that would gather bave buried 
the ſentiments of theſe two perſons in eternal ob- 
livion, than have done any i Wer to either of theſe 
glorious cauſes . 
On the contrary, it is with a view to thaiy ſer- 
vice that I have taken upon me to record the lives 
and actions of two of their faiſe and pretended 
champions. A treacherous friend is the moſt dan- 
gerous enemy; and I will ſay boldly, that both re- 
lgion and virtue have received more real diſcredit 


from hypocxĩtes, than the wittieſt profligates or in- 


fidels could ever caſt upon them: nay, farther, as 
theſe two, in their purity, are rightiy called the 
bands of eivil ſociety, and are indeed the greateſt 
of bleſſings; ſo, when poiſoned and corrupted 
with fraud, pretence, and affectation, they have 
become the worſt of civil curſes, and have eu- 


abled men to perpetrate the moſt cruel milchiefs 32 


to their own ſpecies. 

Indeed, I doubt not but this are willi in gene- 
cal be allowed my chief apprehenſion, is, as many 
true and juſt ſentiments oſten came from the 
Inquihs of- theſe N leſt the whole alen 
* taken 
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taten toget 


the conſequence ef which had been'a 
wo thec former; for though Mr lift, not with 
 Randing be was the younger, was in fize above 


of Book III. 
ner, and:T ſhould be: conceived to ridi- 


eule all alke. Now the reader, will be pleaſed to 

onder, that as neither of theſe men were fools, 

8 could not be ſuppoſed to have holden none 
ng principles, and to have utteted notbing 


hut fries what injuſtice, chetefore,; muſt 


have done to their characters, had I ſelected o. 
What was bal; and 'how- horribly wretehed ang 
maimed muſt their arguments have appeared 
Upon the Whole, it is not religion or virtue, but 
the Bunt of them} whichtig-hete expoſed. Had 
not Thwackum too much neglected dirtue; and 
re religion, in:the compoſit ion of their ſeve: 

ral ſyſerns, and had not bochrutterly difcarded: ali 
natural" goodneſs of heart, they had: ne ver been 


repreſented as the objects of detiſion in this: hiſ- 


tory; in which we will now proceed. 


This matter, then, which put an end tolthe de- 
bate mentioned in the laſt chapter, wat [10 other 
than a quatrel between Mr Blifit!and Tom Jones; 
moſe 


the other's match, yet Tom Was 1 


or at the noble art of boxing. 3 1 


Tom, however, cautiouſly avoided all © erigage- 


Arn ich that youth ; for, beſides that Tommy 


Jenes was an inbffenſive lad amidf{tall his roguery, 
and really loved Bliſl, Mr Thwackum being al- 
wayd the end of eee have been 


Juſficient to deter him- en Farm Laids. 


But well ſays a certain 8 No man is wiſe 
at all hours; it is therefore no wonder that à boy 


is not ſo. A difference wiifingiatiplay between 


the two lads, Mr Blifl called Tom a! beggarly-baf- 


tardes U 180 which the latter, who was — 
INST | paſſionata 
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4 
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paſſionate i in his diſpoſition, immediately : cauſed 
that phenomenon in the face of ie n which 
we have above remembered. 

Mr Blifil now, with his blood running from bis 
noſez and the tears galloping after from his eyes, 

peared before his uncle and the tremendous 
Thwackum, in which court an indictment of af- 
ſault, battery, and wounding, was inftantly pre- 
ferred againſt Tom; who,-in his excuſe, only 
pleaded: the provocation, which was indeed all the 

matter that Mr Blifil had omitted. 

It is indeed poſſible, that this circumſtance md 
6 eſcaped: his memory; for, in his reply, he 
n inſiſted, that he had made uſe of no ſuch 
lation; adding, Heaven forbid ſuch naugh - 

t words ſhould ever come out of his mouth.” 

Tom, though againſt all ſorm of law, rejoined 
in affirmance of the words. Upon which Mr Bli- 
fil ſaid, It is no wonder; N. . who will tell one 
fib, will hardly ſtick at another. If I had told my 
maſter ſuch a wicked fib as you have done; I ſhould 
be aſhamed to ſhew my 8 . 

What fib, child? y cries Thwackum, pretty eag- 
er] 

"No Why, he told you that nohody was with him 
a-ſhooting, when he killed the partridge ; but he 
knows, (here he burſt into a flood of tears) yes, 
be knows; for he confeſſed it to me, that Black 
George the gamekeeper was there. Nay, he ſaid, 
 —yes you did—deny it if you can, that you would 
not have confeſſed the truth, ne maſter bad 
cut you to pieces. 

At this the fire flaſhed from Thwackum's hes, 
* he cried out in triumph, Oh1 oh this is 
your miſtaken notion of honour ! this is the boy 
who» han Root 10 * Art .dgain | „ But Mr All- 
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—_— with» a more gentſe aſpectz turned 
' wards the lad, and fail; Is this true, child? 
How came you to perbit ſo obſtinately ina © falſe- 
hood? Sense $9500 the Gt wont Hid I”, 
Nom fad, He ſcorned 2 lie as much as any 
oneg bur he thought bis honour engaged him! to 
act as he did; for be had promiſed the poor fellow 
to conceal him: Which, be ſaid, he thought him- 
elf farther obliged to, a as the gamekeeper had beg- 
him not to gol into the gemleman's manor, 
and had at laſt gone bimſelf in compliance with 
his perſusſions. He ſaid, {this was the whiole 
_ Tutti of the matter, and he would take His oath 
of ir z' and concluded with very paſſionately beg 
ging Mr Allworthy;' „to have compaſſion on the | 
oor- fellow's family, eſpecially as he himſelf only 
Had been guilty; and the other had been very dif- 
ficultly prevailed n te do what! he did Iudeed, 
Sir, ſaid be, it could hardly be called a lie that 


told fol the poor fellow was entirely inhocent of 


the whole matter. I ſhould have gone alone after 
the birds; nay, I did go at firſt, and he only fol- 
lowed me, to prevent more miſchief. Do, pray, 
Sir, let me be puniſhed; take my little horſe away 
anf but pray, Sir; forgive poor George“ 
Me Allworthy heſitated a few moments, and 
den diſmiſſed the boys, adviſing 1 them to live more 
0 ang vines together. 0 tom bn _ 
ear, Vs cm 
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ing ibe tos boys: ⁊bith ur regſons for tbtir opi- 
nion, enll olßer ae. i 209 b 20 bas 
r A 511! r 194Fthet tuo 
T is probable, that by diſcloſing this 2 which 
had been communicated in the utmoſt _— 
ence 
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dence to bim, young1Blifil preſeryed bis compani · 
on from a, good laſhing: for the offence. of the 
bloody, noſe would have been Of, itlelf ſufficient 
cauſe for Thwackum to have proceeded to correcy 
tion j but now -this Te -ablprbed, che 
conſideratiqn of the other matter; and witch regard 
tothis, Mr Alhworthy declared privately, he thought 
the boy deſer ved reward rather than puniſhment; 
ſo — Thwackum' s hand was withheld by a gene- 
ae NSA 1953108 Hog bohnen ein; 
hwackum, whoſe meditations were full * 
birch, exclaimed againſt this weak, and, as he ſaid, 
he would venture go call it, wicked lenity. 822 re- 
mit tbe buniſhments of ſuch crimes, was; he ſaid; 
to encourage them. He enlarged much on the 
correction of children, and, quoted many texts 
from Solomon and.,others which. being- to be 
found in many other , books, ſhall not be found 
here. „He. then applied him ſelf to the vice of ly - 
ing, on Which head he was altogether 28 ge | 
1 ue been on the othet. 2 . 
Square aid, the had been. Sole tening to re- 
Wees behaviour of Tom with his idea of per- 
fect virtue but could not. He owned there was 
ſomething which at firſt light appeared like forti. 
tude 4 in whe, action; ; but as fortitude was a virtue, 
ang falſeß a vice, they. could by no means a- 
greeſor unite together. Ile added, that as this 
Was in om meaſure to confound. virtue. and vice, 
it might be worth Mr Thwackum's confideration, 
whetber a larger ESQ: wighs not be laid, on, 
PDA that account. | 
As both theſe learned gen. "concurred. 3 in cepſur- 
ing Jones, ſo were they,nojtels. Wart dne in ap- 
plauding Mr Blifil. 10 bring truth to, light, was 
by che parſon WH ache le fury gf Every, re- 


220111 ligious 


e = The'HEST 
tigious man; and by enn this was de- 
Elared to be highly Lnfotiwablc with the rule of 
right, and the eternal and unaherable! firnefs of 


thing 111412 5 Cr" 4.7 
| very little with te 


Al this, lowevin qveighed 
| Allworthy. | He cod not be prevaĩled on to ſigu 
the warrant" for the execution of Jones. There 
was ſomething within bis own breaſt, with which 
the invincible fidelity which that youth had pre- 
"ſerved, correſponded much better than it had done 
with the religion of Thwackum, or with the virtue 
of Square. "He therefore ſtrictly ordered the former 
of theſe gentlemen to abſtain from laying violent 
hands on Tom for what had paſſed. The pedagogu 


1 


2 
was obliged to obey thoſe orders; but not without 
t reluctance, and frequent mutteringe, that 
the boy would be certainly ſpoiled. 
Towards the game keeper the good man W 
with more feverity. ' He rivals y ſummoned that 
poor Fellow before bim, and, after many bitter 
remonſtrances, paid him his wages, and diſmiſſed 
him from his ſervice; for Mr Allworthy rightly - 
obſerved, that there was a great difference between 
being guilty of a falſehood to exeuſe yourſelf, and 
to excuſe another. He likewiſe urged, as the 
principal motive to his inflexible ſevericy againſt 
this man; that he had baſely ſuffered Tom Jones to 
undergo fo heavy a punifhment for his ſake, where- 
as he ought to have prevented it, by king the 
n bimſelf. 

When this ſtory became public, many people 
differed from 2 and Thwackum, in judging 
the conduct of the two lads on the occafton, Mr 

- Blifil was generally called a ſneaking raſcal, a poor- 
 Fpiriced wretch, with other epithets of the- like 
king; 4 rut Tom was honoured with the ww 

- | ations 


erciſe his arm on the foregoing account, yet, as 
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which greatly endeared him to the w 
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fellow. Indeed his behaviour to Black George 


much ingratiated him with all the ſervants; „ 


though that fellow was before univerſally diſliked, 
yet he was no ſooner turned away, than he was 
as univerſally pitied; and the friend{hip and gal- 
lantry of Tom Jones was celebrated by them 1 
with the higheſt applauſe; and they condemned 

Mr Blifil as openly as they durſt, without incur- 
ring the danger of offending his mother. For all 
this, however, poor Tom ſmarted in the fleſh; 
For though Thwackum had been inhibited to ex- 


the proverb ſays, It is eaſy to find a ſtick, &c. 
ſo it was eaſy to find a rod; and, indeed, the not 
being able to find one, was the only thing which 
could have kept Thwackum any long time from 
ebaſtifng poor Jones. 
Had the bare delight in the ſport been the only 
inducement to the pedagogue, it is probable Mr 
'Blifl-wouldlikewiſe have had his ſnare; but though 
Me Allworthy had given him frequent orders to 


make no difference between the lads, yet was 


Thwackum altogether as kind and gentle to this 
youth, as he was harſh, nay even barbarous, to 
the other. To ſay the truth, Blifil had greatly 
”oO_m_ his maſter's affections; partly by the pro- 
found reſpect he always ſhewed his perſon, but 


much more by the decent 'reverence with which 


he received his doQtrine; for he had got by heart, 
and frequently repeated his phraſes, and main- 
tained all his maſter's religious principles, with a 
'zeal which was ſurprifing in one ſo young, and 
—__— pt 
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Tom Jones, on the other hand, was not only 
ET 


- — 


'S deficient * ——— laben of RED PU Far a 
| getting to pull off his hat, or to bow at his maſ- 
but was altogether as unmindful 
both of his maſter's precepts and example. He 
was indeed a thoughtleſs, giddy youth, with little f 
Lalriery in his manners, and leſs in his counte- 
nance; and would often very impudently and in- 
decently won: wn his companion for his ſerious 
Amen 4 . ess x 
Mr Square bad the, ſame reaſon * prefer- 
e . former lad; for Tom Jones ſhewed no 
more regard to the learned diſcourſes which this 
gentleman would ſometimes throw away upon 
zim, than to thaſe of Thwackum. He once ven- 
tured to make a jeſt of the rule of right; and at 
another time ſaid, he believed there was no rule 
àn the world capable of making ſuch a man as his 
father, (for fo "Me: Allworthy: ſuffered emen to 
4 be called. | 
Mr Blikl, © on the contrary, had addreſs enon oh 
at ſixteen to recommend himſelf. at one andit 
Ame time to both theſe oppoſites. With one he 
Was all religion, with — other he was all virtue; 
and when both were preſent, he was profound- 
Iy filent, which both interpreted in his e 
and in their own: ,: 

Nor was Blifil contented with geen iag boch 
theſe gentlemen to their faces; he took frequent 
occaſions of p them behind their hacks to 
Mr Alworthy, before whom, when they two 
1 were alone, and his uncle commended any reli- 

gious or virtuous ſentiment, (ſor many ſuch came 
iconftantly from him), he ſeldom failed to aſeribe 
it to the good inſtructions he had received from 
either Thwackum or 1 ; for he knew his un- 
| 3 WN to * 
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for whoſe! uſe ey meant; and he foune * 
by experience, the great impreſſions which they 
made on the philoſopher, as well as on the divine; 
for, to ſay the truth, there is no kind e 111 — 4 
ſo irrefiſtible as this, at ſecond hand. 5 
The young gentleman, moreover, „che per- 
ceived how extremely grateful all thoſe panegy- 
rics on his inſtructors were to Mr Allworthy 
himſelf, as they ſo loudly reſounded the praiſe of 
that fingular plan 'of education which he had laid 
down: for this worthy man having obſerved the 
imperfect inſtitution of our public ſchools, and the 
many vices which boys were there liable to learn, 
had refolved to educate his nephew, as well as the 
other lad, whom he had in a manner adopted, in 
in his own houſe, where he thought their morals. 
would eſcape all that danger of being corrupted, 
to which they would be unavoidably Waere in a- 
ny public ſchool or univerſity. b > 
Having therefore determined to commit theſs 
boys to the tuition of a private tutor, Mr Thwack- 
um was recommended to him for that office, 5 
very particular friend, of whoſe underſtanding 
Allworthy had a great opinion, and in whole in- 
tegrity be placed much confidence. This Thwack- 
um was fellow of a college, where he almoſt en- 
tirely refided, and had a great reputation for 
learning, religion, and ſobriety of manners. And 
theſe were, doubtleſs, the qualifications by which 
Mr Allworthy's friend had been induced to re- 
commend. him, though, indeed, this friend had 
ſome obligations to Thwackum's family, who were- 
the moſt conſiderable perſons in a barough which 
that gentleman repreſented in patliament. 
Thwackum, at his firſt arrival, was extremely 
_ agreeable to Mr Allworthy; and indeed he per- 
r E teQly 
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fecily anſwered the character which had been giv- 
en of him. Upon longer acquaintance, however, 
and more intimate converſation, this worthy man 
— aw infirmities in the tutor, which he could have 
wiſhed. him to have been without; though, as 
thoſe ſeemed greatly: overbalanced by his good 
qualities, they did not incline Mr Allworthy to 
part with him; nor would they, indeed, have 
juſtiſied ſuch a proceeding: for the reader is 
greatly miſtaken, if be conceives that Thwack- 
um appeated to Mr Allworthy in the ſame light 
as be doth to bim in this hiſtory g and be is as. 
much deceived, if he imagines that the moſt i in- 
timate acquaintance which he himſelf could have 
Had with that divine,- would have informed him of 
thoſe things which we, from our- inſpiration, are 
enabled to open and diſcover. Of readers Who, 
ſtom ſuch conceits as theſe, condemn the wiſdom 
or penetration of Mr Allworthy, I ſhall not ſcru« 
ple to ſay, that they make a very bad and ungrate- 
ſul uſe of that mowledge. which we r 1.5 2 
nicated to them. 

Theſe apparent errors in the doQrine of Thwack- 
um, ſerved greatly to palliate the contrary errors. 
in that of Square, which our good man no leſs: 
ſaw. and condemned. He thought, indeed, that 
the different exuberances of theſe gentlemen would: 
correct their different imperfections; and that 
from both, eſpecially with his affiſtance, the two 
lads would derive ſufficient precepts of true reli- 
gion and virtue. If the event happened contrary 
to his expectations, this poſſibly proceeded from 
ſome fault in the plan itſelf, which the reader: 
bath my leave to diſcover, if he can: for we do! 

not pretend to introduce any infallible characters 


intocthis hiſtory, * ye __ nothing Te 
ound 
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found which hath never vet been ſeen in human 
nature. Fe 

To return, therefore: : the reader will not, F 
think, wonder that. the different behaviour of the 
two lads above commemorated, produced the dif- 


| ferent effects of which he hath already ſeen ſome 


inſtance; and, befides this, there was another rea- 
ſon for the conduct of the philoſopher and the pe- 
dagogue :. but this being matter of great import- 
ance, we ſhall reveal it in the next chapter. 


— 
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CHAP. vi. „„ 


cute. a e. 7 fill er: the before mentioned. 


opinions. | 


II is to be known then, that thoſe two 8 


perſonages, who have lately made a conſider- 


able figure on the theatre of this hiſtory, bad, 


from their firſt acrival at Mr Allworthz's houſe, 


taken ſo great an affection, the one to his virtue, 


the other to his religion; that they had meditated 


the cloſeſt alliance with Him. 


For. this purpoſe they had caſt their eyes on that: 
fair widow, whom, though we have not for ſome 
time made any mention of her, the reader, we 
truſt, hath not forgot. Mrs Blifil was indeed the 


object to which they both aſpired. 


4 may ſeem. e that of four perſons: 


whom. we have commemorated at Mr Allworthy's. 
houſe, three of them ſhould fix their inclinations. 
on a lady who was-never-greatly celebrated for her 
beauty, and who was, moreover, now a: little de- 


ſcended into the vale of years; but i in reality bo- 


ſom- friends, and intimate acquaintances, have a 


* of natural e Particular females at 
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4 he to her, they doubted, not but the lay- 


$i Sate Ty a Lena; viz. to his grandebothef, 


mother, ſiſter, daughter, aunt, niece, or couſin, 
e they are rich; and to bis wife, ſiſter er; 

7 gs niece, couſin, miſtreſs, « or ſervant maid,, 
5 they ſhould be handſome, © 


We would not, however, have our beds: 


| gine. that perſons of ſuch characters as were ſup- 


ported by Thwackum and Square, would under- 


take a matter of this kind, which bath been a little 


cenſured by ſome rigid moraliſts, before they had 
thoroughly examined it, and conſidered whether 
it was (as Shakeſpeare phrafes it) * ſtuff o' -the 
conſcience, or no.“ Thwackum was encouraged 
to the undertaking, by reflecting, that to covet 
raft neighbour's filter is no where forbidden; and 
e knew it was a rule in the conſtruction of. all 
ws, that © Expreſſum facit ceſſare tacitum.” The 
ſenſe of which is, When a lawgiver ſets down 
_ plainly his whole meaning, we are prevented from 
making him mean what we. pleaſe ourſelves.” As. 
Home inſtances of women, therefore, are mentioned 


in the divine law, * forbid us to covet our 


neighbour's goods, and that of a ſiſter omiited, 
be concluded it to be lawful. And as to Square, 
ho was io his perſon. what is called a jolly fel- 
low, or 2 widow's man, he eafily reconciled bis 
- Choice to the eternal fitneſs of things. i 

No as both theſe gentlemen were induſtrious 
in taking every opportunity of recommending 
-themſclves to the widow, they apprebended one 
certain method was, by giving her ſon the con- 
tant preference to the other lad: and, as they 
_gancerved the kindneſs and affection which Mr 
Allworthy ſhewed the latter, muft be. bigbly 


i on hag occalipns to degrade and 'vilify 
$ © "on 


. * 
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kim, would be highly pleafing to her; who! as ſhy: 
dated the boy, müßt love all — who did him 
any hurt. In this Thwackum had the advantage; 
for while Square could only ſearify the poor lad's 
reputation, he could flay his ſkin; and indeed, he 
conſidered every 1aſh he gave him as a compliment 
paid to dig miles ſo that he could, with the 
utmoſt propriety, repeat this old flogging line, 


* Caftigo te nen qued odio habeam, fed" quod AMEN. 
© I chaſtife thee not out of hatred, bac out of love.? 


And this, indeed, he often had in bis moutb, or 
rather, according to the old phraſe Nn more 
ptopetix applied, at his fingers ends. 
For this reafon principally, the two 8 
eoncurred, as we have feen Dove, in their opinion 
| concerning the two lads; this being, indeed, al- 
molt the only inſtance of their concurring on any 
point; for, beſide the difference of their principles, 
they had both long ago ſtrongly ſuſpected each o- 
ther's defign, and hated one e wich no o littfe 
degree of invereracy. p. 
This mutual animoſity was W ada 1c 
ed by their alternate ſucceſſes; for Mrs Blifil knew 
"what they would be at long before they imagined 
it, or indeed intended "ſhe ſhould : for they pro- 
ceeded with great caution, leſt ſne ſhould be offend- 
ed, and acquaint Mr Allworthy. But they had 


no reaſon for any ſuch fear: ſhe was well endugh 


pleaſed with a paſſion, of which ſhe intended nene 
Aould reap the fruits but herſelf: and the only 
fruits ſhe deſigned for herſelf, were flattery and 
"courtſhip ; for which purpoſe, ſhe foothed-them 
by turns, and a long time equally. She was in- 
deed rather inclined to favour the parſon's prin- 
\ciples; but Square's perſon was more agreeable = 
4 2 fer he was a 4 mai * 
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pt the pedagogue did in countenance ve nearly re- 
lot's Pro- 


fſemble that gentleman who, in the 
 _ grels, is ſeen correcting the ladies in Bridewell. 
Whether Mrs Blifil had been ſurfeited with the 
ſpeets of marriage, or diſguſted, by its bitters, or 
from what other cauſe it proceeded, I will not 
determine; but ſhe could never be brought to 
Mſten to any ſecond. propoſals. However, ſhe at 
laſt converſed with Square with ſuch a degree of 
intimacy, that malicious tongues. began to whiſper 
things of her, to which, as well for the ſake of 
the Jady, as that they were highly diſagreeable to 
the rule of right, and the fitneis of things, we will 
give no credit, and therefore ſhall not blot our 
paper with them. The pedagogue, tis certain, 
_ whipt/on, n Betting a n nearer to his 
| Journey's end. 
Indeed he had. committed a. great error, and 
that Sq 
Mrs Bliſl (as, perhaps, the reader may have for- 
merly gueſſed) was not over and above pleaſed 
with the behaviour of her huſband; nay, to be, 
honeſt, ſhe abſolutely bated him, till his death 
at laſt a little e him to her affections. 


— a eee 
» T FER ˙ 5 


uare diſcovered much ſooner than himſelf. 


E will not be therefore greatly wondered at, if 
ſhe had not the moſt violent regard to the off- 


| | [ſpring ſhe bad by 


him. And, in fact, ſhe had 


10 little of this regard, that in his infancy. ſhe 
ſeldam ſaw her ſon, or took any notice of him; 


and hence ſhe 


ieſced, after a little reluctance, 


in all the favours which Mc Allworthy ſhowered 
on the foundling; whom the good man called his 


on boy, and in all things put on an entire equali- 


.ty-with Me Blifil. This acquieſcence in. Mrs 


Miſil was. conſidered by the ene, and by 
"the Samy as mark of her e 


n to her 


dae 
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brother's. humour, and ſhe was imagined by all 
others, as well as Thwackum and Square, to hate 
the foundling in her heart; nay, the more civility 
ſhe ſhewed him, the more they: conceived ſhe de- 
teſted him, and the ſurer ſchemes ſhe. was. layin 
fox his ruin: for as they thought it ber intereſt 
to hate him, it was very difficult for ber to pete 
ſuade them ſhe did not. 
Thwackum was the more confirmed 1 in Ie o- 
pinion, as ſhe bad more than once ſlily cauſed 
bim to whip Tom Jones, when Mr Allworthy, 
who was an enemy to this exereiſe, was abroad. 


wbereas ſhe had never given any ſuch orders con- 


cerning young Blifil. And this had likewiſe im- 
poſed upon Square. In reality, though ſhe cet- 
tainly - "hated her own ſon, of., which, however 
monſtrous it appears, I am aſſured ſhe is not a 
L 990 inſtance, ſhe - appeared, notwithſtanding | 
all her: outward; compliance, to be in her heart 
ſufficiently diſpleaſed with all the favour ſhewn by 
Mc Allworthy- to the foundling. She frequently 
complained of this behind her brother's back, and 
very ſharply cenſured him for it, both to Thwack- : 
um and Square; nay, ſhe would throw it in the 
teeth of Allworthy himſelf, when a little quarrel, 
7 miff, as it is bes gh ee dete . 
ihe 7 34H 
However, 76 Tom grew pole ns pe tabuns 
of that gallantry of temper which greatly recom- 
2 men to women, this diſinclination which. 
ſhe had diſcovered to him when a child, by de- 
| on abated; and at laſt ſhe ſo evidently, err 
ted her affection to him to be much: ſtronger 
than what ſhe bore her owu ſon, that it was im- 
poſſible 40 miſtake, ber- any longer. She was ſa 
teß tous of often . him, and diſcovered ſuch 
ſatisfaction 
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It rings in the ears of all the neighbourhood ; 


ate in 
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Ste clion and delight in his company, that be- 
fore he was eighteen years old, he was become a 
rival to both Square and Thwackum; z and, what 
is worſe, the whole country began to talk as loud- 
of her inclination to Tom, as they had before 
done of that which the had ſiewn to | Squire on 
Wich account the philofopher conceived the molt 
Bras 2 for our Pr hero. n 


1424 
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T7 *. which the Hinds himſelf mae his neee. on 


Trovon Mr Altworthy/' was not of himfelf 


haſty ro fee things in a diſadvantageous 
light, and was a ſtranger to the public voice, which 
ſeldom reaches to a-drother or a huſband, 47 . 


was this affection of Mrs Blifil to Tom, and Ne 

e which ſhe too viſibly gave him ry 
er on ſon, of the utmoſt nenne to that 

ume Pp "3 Fs 

For ſuch was the ao which. jobabited 


Mir Allworthy's mind, that nothing but the ſteel 


of juſtice could ever ſubque it. To be unfortun- 
reſpect was ſufficient, if there was no 
demerit to counterpoile i it, to turn the ſcale of that 


good man's pity, and to engage his RIP 
and his eee | N 2 


When, therefore, he glainly aw Mr Blifil was 


15 abſolutely deteſted (for that he was) by his own' 
mother, he began, on that account Wee to look 


wich an eye of compaſſion upon him; and what 


* viſes r l ane; are in good and Sogn 


po. 7 . 
. . 
W : * 
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bo moſt; of 


Jens inde, I need not here explair 
my readers. | 
Henceforward he ſaw every appearance of. vic 
tue in the youth through the magnifying end, 
and viewed all his. faults. with the glaſs inverted, 
ſo that they became ſcarce perceptible. And this, 
perhaps, the amiable temper; of pity may make 
commendable; but the next ſtep, the weakneſs of 
human nature alone muſt excuſe: for he no ſoon- 
er perceived that preference which Mrs Blifil gave 
to Tom, than that poor youth (however innocent) 
began to fink in his affections as be roſe. in hers. 
This, it is true, would of itſelf alone never have 
been able to eradicate Jones from his boſom; but 
it was greatly i injurious to him, and prepared Mr 
Allworthy's mind for thoſe impreſſions, which 
afterwards produced the mighty events that will 
be contained hereafter in this hiſtory; and to 
which, it muſt be confeſſed, the unfortunate lad, 
by his own wantonneſs, wildneſs, and want of 5 
caution, too much contributed. 
In recording ſome inſtances of theſe, we e ſhall, if 
rightly underſtood, afford a very uſeful leſſon to 
thoſe wel diſpoſed youths who ſhall hereafter be 
our readers: for they may here find, that good- 
neſs of heart, and openneſs of temper, though 
theſe may give them great comfort within, and 
adminiſter to an honeſt pride in their own minds, 
will by no means, alas do their buſineſs in the 
world. Prudence and cireumſpection are neceilary 
eyen to the beſt of men. They are indeed, as it 
were, a guard to Virtue, without which the can 
never be ſafe. It is not enough that your deſigns, 
| Nay; that your, actions, are -intrinfically E 
you muſt take care they ſhall appear ſo. It. your. 


5 5 de erer ſo beaviul you * W « 


5: 
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Fair outſide alfe. This muſt be conſtantly locke 


to, or malice and envy will take care to blacken it 
10, that the ſagacity and goodneſs of an 7 


Will not be able to ſee through it, and to diſcer 


the beauties within. - Let this, my young readers, 
de your conſtant * maxim, That no man can- 
enough to enable, him to neglect the rules 
of prudence; nor will Virtue berſelf look beautiful, 
unleſs ſhe be bedecked with the outward orna- 
ments of decency and decorum. And this pre- 
cept, my worthy diſciples, if you read with due 
attention, you will, I hope,” find ſufficiently en- 
forced by examples in the following pages. 
I aſk pardon for this ſhort appearance, by way 
of chorus, on the ſtage. It is in reality for my 
own ſake, that while I am diſcovering the rocks 
on which innocence and goodneſs often ſplit, I 
may not be miſunderſtood to recommend the very 
means to my worthy readers, by which I intend 
o ſhew them they will be undone. And this, as 
I could not prevail on any of my actors to teak, 
| 72 beit was r to declare. A ? 
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4 ae "ER in which, 8 ir ſeen u 
bed nene di po ton n Tom ta 1915 


TT "HE dexter may emen der that Mr Allworehy 
gave Tom Jones a little horſe, as a kind of 
ſmart-money for the puniſhment which he i imagin- 
ed he had ſuffered innocently. 

This horſe Tom kept above half a year, and 
then rode him to a neighbouring fair, and fold him. 

At his return, being queſtioned by Thwackum, 
hat he * done with the OE for Fu te 

6:6 1 or 


wo was olds he frankly declired he woes not 
tell him. 

Obo be fay „ Teschen «you will noe ahem! 
Iwill have it out of your br h; that being the 
place to which he always applied for information 
con doubtful ocean: 8 


Tom was now mounted 8 le pack "of 4 FOR v4 


man, and every thing prepared for execution, 
when Me Allworthy entering the room, gave. che 
criminal a reprievey and took him with him into 
another apartment; Where, being alone with Tom, 
he put the ſame queſtion to him which! ann, 
um had before aſked him 
Tom anſwered, he could in duty reliath Wen no- 
thing; but as for that tyrannical raſcal, he would 
never, make him any other anſwer than with a 
cudgel, with which he: hoped ſoon to be able to 
pay Slow for all his barbarities. beep ht 
Mr Allworthy very ſeverely roptintuned the: 
lad, for his indecent and diſreſpectful expreſſions - 
concerning his maſter, but much more for his a- 
vowing an intention of revenge. He threatened 
him with the entire loſs of his favour, if he ever 
heard ſuch another word from his mouth; for he 
ſaid he would never ſupport or befriend à repro- 
bate. By theſe and the like declarations, he ex- 
torted ſome compunction from Tom, in which 
that youth was not over- ſincere: for he really me- 
ditated ſome return for all the ſmarting fayours he 
had received at the hands of the pedagogue- He 
was, however, brought by Mr Allworthy to ex- 
preſs a concern for his reſentment againſt Thwacks | 
um ; and then the good man, after ſome whole 
ſome admonition, permitted him to proceed which 
he did'as follows: 


i nr a my dear Sir, I love and honour: — N 


% 


* 


: % 
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a mage chan all the world: I Mader the great obliga- 
tions 1 have to you, and ſhould deteſt myſelf; aff I; 
thought my heart was capable ot ingratitude. Could 
the little horſe you gave me ſpeak, I am ſure he 
could tell you bow fond I was of your preſent; 
for I had more pleaſure in feeding him, than in 
riding bim. Indeed, Sir, it went to my heart to 
part with him; nor would I have ſold ny upon 
| any: other account in the world than what I did. 
Von pourſelf, Sir, I am convinced, in my caſe, 
Would have done the ſame; for none ever ſo ſen- 
1 ſibly. felt che misfortunes of others. What would 
pon feel, dear Sir, if you thought yourſelf the 
|}  occalion of. them Nat ther Sir, there never was 
any miſery like theirs.'—* Like whoſe, child?“ 
days Allworthy : © What do you mean? Oh, 
Sir, anſwered Tom, your poor gamekeeper, * 0 
all bis large family, ever ſince you diſcarded him, 
hape been periſhing with all the miſeries of cold 
and hunger. I could not bear to ſee. theſe g 
_ wretehes. naked and ſtarving, and at the MK e 
time know myſelf to be the occafion of all their 
ſufferings.—l could not bear it, Sir, upon my ſoul, 
L.could not.“ Here the tears ran down his checks, 
and he thus. proceeded: ,* It was to fave them 
- from abſolute deſtruction I parted with your dear 
preſent, notwithſtanding all the value had for it: 
l ſold the borſe for them, n e have . 
| farthing of the money.“ , 
Me Allworthy now ſtood flent for ſome mo- 
ments, and, before be ſpoke, the tear ſtarted from 
bis eyes; He at length diſmiſſed Tom with a gen- 
tle rebuke, adviſing him for the future to apply 
to him in caſes of diſtreſs, rather than to uſe ex- 
taordinary means of relieving them himſelf. f 
re rhe e of much 
debate 
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debate between Thwackum and Square. Thwack- ; 
um held, that this was flying in Mr Allworthy's 


face, who had intended to puniſh. the fellow for 
his diſobedience. He ſaid, in ſome inſtances, 


what the world called charity, appeared to him to 
be oppoſing the will of the Almighty, which had 
marked ſome particular perſons for deſtruction; 5 
and that this was, in like manner, acting in . 
polition to Mr Allworthy; concluding, as; uſual, 


with a hearty recommendation of birch. -./:. 


Square argued ſtrongly on the other ſide, in op- 


poſition perhaps to Thwaekum, or in compliance 


with Mr Allworthy, who ſeemed very much to 


approve what Jones had done. As to what. he 


urged on this occaſion, as Lam convinced. moſt. of 


my readers will be much abler advocates for poor 


Jones, it would be impertinent to relate it. In- 


deed, it was not difficult to reconcile to the. rule 


of right an action which it would have 20 im- 


FRONT! t (oe from the rule of FLOG] 


3 an n 7 a more ee kind, -avith 


1 


1 8 CHAP. . 


3 
& 7 


the 6-14 ack of wackum and Square. 2.2 


C28) 


I. hath. been obſerved by ſome. maniof 9 


greater reputation for wiſdom than myſelf, 


that misfortunes ſeldom come ſingle. An inſtance 
of this may, I believe, be ſeen in thoſe gentle 


men who have the misfortune to have any of their 
rogueries detected; for here, diſcovery ſeldom ſtops 


till the whole is come out. Thus it happened ito 


poor Tom; who was no ſooner pardoned for ſell- 


ing the horſe, than he was diſcovered to have ſome 
| oc wore 110 a fine Bible which Mr Allworthy 
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y e, the money arifing from which fate he 
AC diſpoled of in No fame manner. This Bible 
A1 5 I had! purchaſed, though he had already 
uch another of his own, partly out of reſpecł for 
ebe boek, and partiy' eur of friendſhip to Tom, 


being unwilfing that the Hble mould be fold eat 


ef 1 family i} half price. He therefore diſ- 
-burſed the faid balf price himſeſf; for he was a 
very prudent lad, and ſo careful bf bis money, 
that he had laid up almoſt every ray: ERS He 
bad: received from Me Aliworthy. - 37 
Some people have been noted to be able to read 
In uo book but their own. On the contrary, from 
*he time when Mr Blifil was firſt poſſeſſed of this 
Bible, he never uſed any other. Nay, be was ſeen 
'xeading in it much oftener than he had before been 
in his on. Now, as he frequently afked Thwack⸗ 
zum to explain difficult paſſages to him, that gen - 
_ Yeman unfortunately took notice of Tom's name, 
Which was written in ee of the book. 
This brought on an inquiry, which obliged Mc 
Blifil to diſcover the Whole matter. 
Thwackum was reſolved a crime of this kind, 
which he called ſacrilege, ſhiould not go unpuniſh- 
ed. He therefore proceeded: immediately to caſ- 
tigation; and, not contented with that, he ac- 
gua inter Mr Allworthy, at their next ;meetirig, 
ih this monſtrous crime, as it appeared to bim; 
inveigbing againſt Tom in the moſt bitter terms, 
and Hkening bim to the buyers and ſellers who 
were driven out of the temple. Viv 
bgquate ſaw this matter{in-a very different light. 
Held, be eduld not perceive any higher crime 
An ſelling one book, than in ſelling another. That 


een Bibles was frictiy awful, by all laws both 


irine and 1 and 1 there was 


n N no 


— 
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nd unkeneſs in it. He told Thwackum that bis | 
great concern on this: occaſion. brought to his 
mind the ſtory of a very deyout woman, W, 
out of pure regard to religion, ſtole Tillorſon's 
ſermons. from a lady;of her acquaintance. 
T This ſtory cauſedta vaſt quantity of blood to ruſty 
into the parſon's face, which of itſelf was none of 
the paleſt; and he was going to reply with great 
_ warmth and anger, had not Mrs Blifil, who was 
prefent at this debate, interpoſed. That lady de- 
_ elared herſelf: abſolutely of Mr Square” s fide. i She 
argued, indeed, very learnedly, in ſupport of his 
opinion; and concluded with ſaying. if Tom had 
been guilty of any fault, ſhe muſt confeſs her own 
ſon appeared to be equally culpable ; for that ſhe- 
could ſee no difference between the buyer and the 
ſeller, both of whom were alike to be drivemout 
of the temple.. Mrs Blifil, having declared her 
opinion, put an end to the debate. Square's tri- 
umph would almoſt have ſtopped his words, bad 
he needed them: and Thwackum, who for fea- 
ſons before mentioned, durſt not venture at diſob - 
liging the lady, was almoſt choaked with indig- 
nation. As to Mr Allworthy, he faid, Since 
the boy had been already puniſhed, he Houle 
not deliver his {ſentiments on the occaſion;; and 
whether he was, or was not angry. with: "ih lady. 
1 muſt leave to tlie reader's o] conjecture. 
Soon after this, an action was brought againſt 
che gamekeeper by Square Weſtern, (the gentle 
man in whoſe. manor. the partridge was killed) for , 
depradations of the like kind. This was a moſt un 
fortunate circumſtance for the fellow, as it not only 
of itſelf threatened: his ruin, but actually prevent- 
ed Mr Allworthy from reſtoring bim to his favaur; 
aun as that * was walking out one <A 12 
. | Log * „ 2 10 | 


* 
8 
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with Mr Bist and young Jones, the Jane lily 
Atew him to the habitation of Black George; where 
the ſamily of that poor vrretch, namely, his wife 
and children, were found in all the mifery with 
which cold, hunger, and nakedneſs, ean affect hu- 
man creatures; for as to the money they had re - 
ceived from Jones, former debts had conſumed 
almoſt the whole. 

_ -- Buch a ſcene as this could not fail of aſteeting 
| the heart of Mr Allworthy. He immediately gave 
the mother a couple of guineas, with which he 
bid her clothe her children. The poor woman 
burſt into tears at this goodneſs, and while ſhe was 
anking bim, could not refrain from expreſſi 
her gratitude to Tom; who had, the ſaid,” long 
dived both her and hers from Rarving. We 
ve not, ſays ſhe, had a morſel to eat, nor have 
theſe poor children had a rag to put on, but what 
his goodneſs hath beſtowed on us. For indeed, 
beſides the horſe and Bible, Tom had ſacrificed a 
nightgown and other things to the uſe of this diſ- 
treſſed family. 

On their return home, Tom inde uſe of all 
bis eloquence to diſplay. the wretchedneſs of theſe 
people, and the penitence of Black George bim- 
ſelf; and in this he ſucceeded ſo well, that Mr 
Allworthy ſaid, He thought the man had ſuffered 
enough for what was paft; that he would forgive 
kim, and think of ſome means of 1 for 
him and his family: 

Jones was ſo delighted with this news, that 

h it was dark when they returned home, he 
could not help going back a mite in a ſhower of 


win to acquaint the poor woman wich the glad 


_nidings ; but, like other haſty. divulgers of news, 
| * brought — the trouble of contra - 
dieting 


* 
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dicting it; for the ill fortune of Black George 
made uſe of the very Les 5. of bis * 
ablenee to) overturn 15 Per 2275 
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| M. Blifil en _—_ ſhort of b in 
the amiable quality of mercy; but he as 


greatly exceeded bim in one of a much higher 
kind, namely, in juſtice; in which he followed 


both the precepts and examples of Thwackum and 
Square; for though they | would! both make fre- 
quent uſe of the word Mercy, yet it was plain, 
that, in reality, Square held it to be inconfiſtent 


with the rule of rigbt; and Thwackum was for 
doing juſtice, and leaving mercy to Heaven. The 


two gentlemen did indeed ſomewhat differ in o- 
pinion concerning the objects of this ſublime vir- 
tue; by which. Thwackum would probably have 
deſtroyed one half of mankind, and Square the 
other half. 75 

Mr Blifil, then, though he bad kept fende in 


the preſence of. Jones, yet, when he had better 


conſidered the matter, could by no means endure 


the thoughts of ſuffering his uncle to confer fa- 


vours on the undeſerving. He therefore refolved 
immediately to acquaint him with the fact which 
we have above flightly hinted to the reader; 5 the 
truth of Which was as follows: 

The gamekeeper, about a year after he was ; difs- 


miſſed from Mr Allworthy's- ſervice, and before 


Tom's ſelling the horſe, being in want of bread, 
either to fill his own mouth, or thoſe of his fami- 
ly,. as he paſſed e a field nan to Mr 

Na. 
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Meſtern, efpicd a bare fitting in her form: tbis 
. * be had baſely and barbarouſſy knocked on the 
head, againſt "oy laws of the land, and no leſa 
againſt the laws of ſportſmen. 
The higler, to whom the hare was fold, be 
unfortunately taken many months after with a 
quantity of game 1 0 bim, was obliged to make 
_ his peace with the quire, by becoming evidence 
| bs - againſt ſome poacher. And now Black George 
Was pitched upon by him, as being a perſon al. 
ready 2 to Mr Weſtern, and one of no 
FS fame in the country. He Was, beſides, the 
ſt facrifice the higler could make, as he had 
Tupplied him with no game ſince, and, by this 
5 means, the witneſs had an opportunity of ſereen- 
ing his better cuſtomers; be the Squire being 
charmed with the power of puniſhing Black George, 
whom a ſingle travſpreſſion was ſufficient to 1 | 
made no farther inquir 
Had this fact been l lakd* e Mr All- 
wth; it might probably have done the game - 
keeper very little miſchief; but there is no zeal 
blinder than that which is inſpited with the love 
of juſtice againſt offenders. Mr Blifil bad forgot 
the diſtance of the time. He varied likewiſe in 
the manner of the fact, and by the baſty addition 
of the ſingle letter 8, he conſiderably altered the 
ſtory; for he ſaid that George had wired hares. 
Fheſe alterations might probably have been ſer 
night, had not Mr Blifil unluckily inſiſted on a 
omiſe of ſecrecy from Mr Allworthy, before he 
revealed the matter to him; but, by that means, 
- © "the poor gamekeeper was condemned, without: 
having any opportunity to defend himſelf; for as 
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brought, were certainly true, 97 Alserby bad 

no doubt concerning the feſt. 

Short-lived then was the joy "of: theſe. poor peo- 
for Mr Allworthy, the next morning, de- 


* he had freſh -reafon, without aſſigning it, 


for his anger, and ſtrictiy forbade Tom to men- 


tion George any more, thou, as for his family, . 


he ſaid he would endeavour to keep them from 


ſtarving; but as to the fellow himſelf, he would 


leave him to the laws, which Pong could keep 
bim from breaking. | 


Tom could by no means Us has heads in- | 


cenſed Mr . for of Mr Blifil he had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion. However, as his friendſhip 
was to be tired out by no diſappointment, he now 
determined to try another method of PTY the 
poor | gamekeeper from ruin. : 
Jones was lately grown very intihiste with Mr 
Weſtern. He had ſo greatly recommended him- 
ſelf to that gentleman by leaping over five-barred 
gates, and by other acts of ſportſmanſhip, that 
the Squire bad declared Tom would certainly make 
a great man, if he had but ſufficient eneourage- 


ment. He often wiſhed he had himſelf a fon with 


ſuch parts; and one day very ſolemnly aſſerted at 


a drinking bout, that Tom ſhould hunt a pack of 
hounds for a thouſand pounds of his money, with 
any huntſman in the whole country. 

By ſuch kind of talents, he bad fo ingratiated 
| himſelf with the Squire, that he was a moſt wel- 
come gueſt at his table, and a favourite compa- 
nion in his ſport: every thing which the Squire 


held moſt dear, to wit, his guns, dogs, and hor- 


ſes, were now as much at the command of Jones, 
as if they had been his own. He reſolved there- 


F fore to make uſe of this IT on behalf of his 


wy | & - © i friend 


* 
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Ef ud Black George, whom he hoped to intro- 
duce into Mr Weſtern's family in the ſame capa- 
- city in which he had before ſerved Mr Allworthy. 
The reader, if he conſiders that this fellow was 
| Already: obnoxious to Mr Weſtern, and if he con- 
fiders the weigbty buſineſs by which that gentle- 
.man's diſpleaſure had been incurred, will perhaps 
condemn this as a fooliſh and deſperate undertak- 


ing; but, if he ſhould: not totally condemn young 
bk: . on that account, he will greatly applaud him 


, 2 4 . 7 - I Cz 
ys — N I — e — x — R 4.4 1 5 
* = be wn > b 9 — > — — - RO. 3 
© : * — = ia aol 
as . — at 
r SA rern = d r wars 4 
/ — «a — — 0 * a FAS 8 <; . 
— — . — n 2 
. 1 — + au. 
: 4 " 


| 
aq - . - 12 — A ht, 

— — — 27 a ” Sth - Yd — — 2 

r reorder 946 


— 5 an — 
* 


* 


2 
—— 


"Bs 


3 m_ 
—— 


ng — 
— . 
— 
mY — Wt voi. 


for ſtrengthening himſelf with all ede in- 
tereſt on ſo arduous an occaſion. 
For this purpoſe, then, Tom Applieg to Mr 
15 Weſtern' s daughter, a young lady of about ſeven- 
teen years of age, whom her father, next after 
thoſe. neceſſary implements of ſport juſt before 
mentioned, loved and eſteemed above all the 
world. Now, as ſhe had ſome influence on the 
Squire, ſo Tom bad ſome little influence on her. 
But this being the intended heroine of this work, 
a lady with whom we ourſelves are greatly in love, 
and with whom many of our readers will, proba- 
bly, be in love too before we part, it is. by no 
means proper the ſhould make wr. ba horas at 
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AS truth diſtinguiſhes our writings from theſe 
idle romances which are filled with mon- 
ſters, the productions, not of nature, but of diſ- 
tempered brains, and which have been therefore 
recommended by an eminent critic to the ſole uſe 
of the paſtry- cook; ſo, on the other hand, we 
would avoid any reſemblance to that kind of 
hiſtory. which a celebrated poet ſeems to think 
is no Jeſs calculated for the emolument of the 
brewer, as the reading it ſhould be always enn 35 
ed [WIGS tankard of good ale: e | 


3 2 nth bes bn EE 
- Sooths. the Jos Ki. of her Jas „ 


Tor as this is the liquor of modern killgetuita, 


nay perhaps, their mute if we. may believe the 
Wi: 
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opinion of Butler, who attributes inſpiration to 
ale, it ought likewiſe to be the-potation of their 
readers, ſince every book ought to be read with 
the fame ſpirit, and in the ſame manner, as it is 
writ. Thus the famous author of Hurlothrumbo 
told a learned biſhop, that the reaſon his lordſhip 
coul not taſte the excellence of his, piece was, 
that he did not read it with a fiddle in his hand; 
which inſtrument he himſelf had always had 1 in 2 bis 
' own when he compoſed it. 

That our work, therefore, might be in no 8 
ger of being likened to the labours of theſe hiſto- 
rians, we have taken every occaſion of interſperſ- 

ing through the whole, ſundry ſimiles, deſcrip- 
tions, and other kinds of poetical embelliſhments. 
"Theſe are, indeed, defigned' to ſupply the place of 
the faid ale, and to refreſh the mind, whenever 
thoſe ſlumbers, which in a long work are apt to 
invade the reader as well as the writer, ſhall be- 
gin to creep upon him. Without interruptions of 
this kind, the beſt narrative of plain matter of 
fact muſt overpower every reader; ſor nothing 
but the everlaſting watchfulneſs a Homer has 
aſcribed only to Jove himſelf, can be proof againſt 
a-news-paper.of many volumes. UA 
Mee ſhall leave to the reader to „ 9 
what judgment we have-choſen the ſeveral occa- 
ſions for inſerting theſe ornamental parts of our 
work. Surely it will be allowed, that none could 
be more proper than the preſent, where we are 
about to introduce a conſiderable character on the 
ſcene; na leſs, indeed, than the heroine of this 
| heroic, hiſtorical, profaic poem. Here, therefore, 
we have thought proper to prepare the mind of 
the reader for her reception, by filling it wich 
"mY * image which we can draw m_ 
FRED » . TACT 
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face of Nature. And for this method we pleae 


many precedents. Firſt, this is an art well known 


to, and much practiſed b our tragic poets, who 
ſeldom fail to prepare t thei 
| conn of their principal characters. 

Thus the hero is always introduced with 2 
flouriſh of drums and trumpets, in order to rouſe 


eir audience for the e 


a martial ſpirit in the audience, and to accommo- - 


date their ears to bombaſt and fuſtian, which Mr 
Locke's blind man would not bave groſsly erred 
in likening to the ſound of a trumpet. Again, 
when lovers are coming forth, ſoft muſic often 
conduQts them on the ſtage, either to ſooth the 
audience with all the ſoftneſs of the tender paſ- 
fion, or to lull and prepare them for that gentle 
ſlumber in which they will moſt probably be com- 
poſed by the enſuing ſcene. 
And not only the poets, but the maſters of theſe 
poets, the managers of play-houſes, ſeem to be in 
this ſecret, for, beſides the aforeſaid kettle- drums, 
&c. which denote the hero's approach, he is ge- 
nerally uſhered on the ſtage by a large troop of 


half a dozen ſcene-ſhifters ; and how neceſſary theſe 


are imagined to his appearance, may be 'conclud= 
ed from the following theatrical ſtory. . Þ 
Eing Pyrrhus was at dinner at an bot 
bordering on the theatre, when he was ſummoned 
to go on the ſtage. The hero, being unwilling to 
quit his ſhoulder of mutton, and as unwilling to 
draw on himſelf the indignation of Mr Wilks, 
(his brother manager), for making the audience 
wait, bad bribed theſe his harbingers to be out 
of the way. While Mr Wilks, therefore, Was 
_ thundering out, Where are the * carpenters to 
walk on before King Pyrrhus?” that monarch very 
quietly eat big mutton, and the audience, how- 
Vol. I. . _ ever 
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pageants which precede his pomp. 
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ever impatient, were obliged to entertain them - 
{elves with mubic in his abſencte. 

To be plain, I much queſtion whether the po- 
83 who hath genetally a good noſe, hath not 
ſcented out ſomewhat of the utility of this practice. 

I ara convinced, that awful magiſtrate, my tord 
mayor, contracts a good deal of (oy reverence 
which aftends him through the year, by the ſeveral 

Na I muſt 
conſeſa, that even I myſelf, who am not remark- 
* ably liable to be captivated with ſhow, have yield- 
ed not a little to the impreſſions of much preced- 
ing ſtate. When I have ſeen a man ſtrutting in 
a proceſſion, aſter, others whoſe buſineſs was only 
to walk before him, 1 have conceived a higher 
notion of his dignity than I have felt on ſeeing 
bim in a common ſituation. But there is one 


© _ Inſtance which comes exactly up to my purpoſe ; 


this is the cuſtom, of ſending on a baſket- woman, 
who is to precede the pomp. at a coronation, and 
to ſtrew the ſtage with flowers, before the great 
-perſonages begin their proceſſion, The Ancients 
would certainly have invoked the goddeſs Flora 
For this purpoſe, and it would have been no _difh- 
culty for their prieſts or politicians to have per- 


77; ſuaded the people of the real preſence of the deity, 


though a plain, mortal had perſonated her, and 
1 er oflice. But we have no ſuch deſign 

of impoſing on our reader; and therefore, thoſe 
who object to the Heathen, theology, may, if 
they pleaſe; change our goddeſs into the above- 
mentioned baſket- woman. Our intention, in ſhort, 
. is to introduce our heroine with the utmoſt ſo- 
5 in our power, with an elevation of ſtyle, 
and all other circumſtances proper to raiſe the 


Leneration of gur reader. Indeed we would, for 
. 2 4 certain 
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Certain cauſes, zin Hoſe" of our male readers 
who have any hearts, to read no farther, were we 
not well affured,' that how amiable foever the 
picture of our heroine will appear, a8 it is really 
a copy from nature, many of our fair country- 
women will be found worthy to ſatisfy any paſſion, 
and to anſwer any idea of female perfection which | 
our pencil will be able to raiſe. | 

And now, without any further preface; we 
proceed ti to our. next chapter. e | 


CHAP. "* 


A ort bint of at "welt in the ſublime; — 
eee , Sophia „. ber SHE 


USHED: be every ruder breath. May the 
| Heathen ruler of the winds confine in iron 

chains the boiſterous limbs of noiſy Boreas, and 
the ſharp-pointed noſe of bitter-biting Eurus. 
Do thou, ſweet Zephyrus, riſing from thy fragrant 
bed, mount the weſtern ſky, and lead on thoſe 
delicious gales, the charms of which call forth the 
lovely Flora from her chamber, perfumed with 
pearly dews, when on the 1ſt of June, her birth= 
day, the blooming maid, in looſe attire, gory, | 
trips it over the verdant mead, where every flower 
riſes to do her homage, til] the whole field become 
enamelled, and colours contend with ſweets which 
ſhall raviſh her moſt. _ 
So charming may ſhe now appear ; and you, the 
feather'd choriſters of Nature, whoſe ſweeteſt notes 
not even Handel can excel, turn your melodious 
throats to celebrate her appearance. From love 
proceeds your muſie, and to love it returns. A 
wake, therefore, that gentle paſſion in every ſwain: 

| N 2 for, 


Sac. 
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for, lo} adorned with all the charms in which 
Nature can array her; bedecked with beauty, 
youth, ſprightlineſs, innocence, modeſty, and ten- 
derneſs, breathing ſweetneſs from her roſy lips, 
and darting brightneſs from her ſparkling. eyes, 


the lovely Sophia comes. 5 
Keader, perhaps thou haſt ſeen the ſtatue of the 
Venus de 'Mydicis. Perhaps, too, thou haſt ſeen. 
the gallery of beauties at Hampton- court. Thou 
mayeſt remember each bright Churchill of the. 
galaxy, and all the toaſts of the Kit- cat. Or if 
their reign was before thy times, at leaſt thou haſt 
ſeen their daughters, the no leſs dazzling beauties 
of the preſent age; whoſe names, ſhould we here 
inſert, we apprehend they would fill the whole 
ORs = x e : 
No, if thou haſt ſeen all theſe, be not a- 
fraid of the rude anſwer which Lord Rocheſter 
once gave to a man, who had ſeen many things. 
No. If thou haſt ſcen all theſe without knowing 
what beauty is, thou haft no eyes; if, without 
feeling its power, thou haſt no heart. __ ; 
Let is it poſſible, my friend, that thou mayeſt 
have ſeen all theſe, without being able to form an 
exact idea of Sophia; for ſhe did not exactly re- 
ſemble any of them. She was moſt like the picture 
of Lady Ranelagh; and, I have heard, more ſtill 
to the famous Dutchefs of Mazarine ; but moſt of 
all, ſhe reſembled one whole image can never de- 
part from my breaſt, and whom, if thou doſt re- 
member, thou haſt then, my friend, an adequate 


idea of Sophia. 5 50 . 
But leſt this ſhould not have been thy fortune, 
we will endeavour with our utmoſt ſkill to deſcribe 
this paragon, though we are ſenſible that our bigh- 
eſt abilities are very inadequate to the talk. 


— — 
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Sophia, then, the only daughter of Mr Weſtern, _ 
was à middle-ſized woman; but rather inclined 
to tall. Her ſhape was not only exact, but ex- 
tremely delicate: and the nice proportion of her 
arms promiſed the trueſt ſymmetry in her limbs. 
Her hair, which was black, was ſo luzuriant, 


that jt reached her middle, before ſhe cut it to. 


comply with the modern faſhion : and it was now 
curled fo gracefully in her neck, that few would 
believe it to be her own. - If envy could find any 
part of the face which demanded lefs commenda- 
tion than the reſt, it might poſſibly think her fore- 
head might have been higher without any pre- 
judice to her. Her eye-brows were full, even, 
and arched, beyond the power of art to imitate. 
Her black eyes had a luſtre in them which all her 
foftneſs could not extinguiſh. Her nofe was ex- 
actly regular, and her mouth, in which were two 
rows of ivory, exactly anſwered Sir John Suckling's 
dee niption in the es?? HIT 
Her lips were red, and one «vas thin, 
Compar d to that was next her chin. 
| Some bee had flung it newly. 


Her cheeks were of the oval kind; and in her 
right ſhe had a dimple, which the leaſt ſmile diſs 
covered. Her chin had ſecretly its ſhare in form- 
mg the beauty of her face; but it was diſficult to 
fay it was either large or ſmall, though perhaps it 
was rather of the former kind. Her complexion 

had rather more of the lily than the roſe; but 

. when exerciſe, or modeſty, increaſed her natural 
colour, no vermilion could equal it. Then one 
might indeed cry out with the celebrated Dr 
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if I was not afraid of offending her delicacy, I 
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1 Spoke in her cheeks, and ſo diſtinctly wrought, 
-* Thet one might almoſt ſay her body thought. 
ER KR ye 7” 7 FE EO 2) | | 


PI 


Her neck was long and finely turned: and here, 


might juſtly ſay, the higheſt beauties of the fa- 


mous Fenuf de Medicis were outdone. Here was 


whateneſs, which no lilies, ivory, nor alabaſter 
could match. The fineft cambric might, indeed, 


be ſuppoſed from envy to cover that boſom which 


was much whiter-than itſelf. ——lIt was indeed, 


* 


Mitor ſplendens Paris marmore puriu, 


* 


A gloſs ſhining beyond the pureſt brightneſs of 


Parian marble.” FM e 25 
Such was the outſide of Sophia: nor was this 
beautiful frame diſgraced by an inhabitant un- 
worthy of it. Her mind was every. way equal to 


* 


her perſon; nay, the latter borrowed ſome charms 


of the former: for when ſhe ſmiled, the fweetneſs 
of her temper diffuſed that glory over her counte- 
nance which no regularity of features can give. 
But as there are no perfections of the mind which 
do not [diſcover themſelves, in that perfect inti- 


 macy'to which we intend to introduce our reader 
With this charming young creature, ſo it is need- 


leſs to mention them here; nay, it is a kind of 
tacit affront to our reader's underſtanding, and 
may alſo rob him of that pteaſure which he will 
receive in forming his own judgment of her cha- 


It may, however, be proper to ſay, that what- 
ever mental accompliſhments ſhe had derived from 


Nature, they were ſomewhat improved and culti- 


vated 


8 ant 
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vated by Art; for ſhe had been educated under 
the care of an aunt, who was a lady of great dif- 
cretion, and was thoroughly acquainted with the 
world, having lired in her youth about the court, 
whence ſhe 3 retired ſome years ſince into ie 
country. By her converſation and inſtructions, 
Sophia was perfectiy well bred, though perhaps 
ſhe wanted a little of that eaſe in her. behaviour, 
which is to be acquired only by habit, and living 
within what is called the polite circle. But this, 
' to ſay the truth, is often too dearly purchaſed z 
and though it hath charms ſo inexpreſſible, that 
the French, perhaps, among other qualities, mean 
to expreſs this when they declare they know not 
what it is, yet its abſence is well compenſated by 
innocence ;z nor can good ſenſe, and a natural gen- 
tility, ever ſtand i in need of it. 8 


\ 


CHAP. III. 


2 herein the Biftory, goes back to commemorate” a wif 
ling incident that happened ſome years ſince ; but 
which, tri Ning as it % 2005, bad ow SOS! conſe- 
guencer. 


JS amiable « Sophia, was now in her unden 
year, when ſhe is introduced into this hiſtory. 
Hec ler, as hath been ſaid, was ſonder of her 
than of any other human creature. To ber, 
therefore, Tom Jones applied, in order. to engage 
* intereſt on the behalf of his friend the game- 
eeper. 

But before we proceeed to this buſineſs, a ſhort 
recapitulation of ſome N matters may be 
dies kl 

3 the different tempers of Mr 1 

— 


mates together. | a 
I be gaiety of Tom's temper ſuited better with 
"Sophia than the grave and ſober diſpoſition of Mr 


. oo * 
A 
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WS. and of Mr Weſtern, did not admit of a very in- 
» _ Umate correſpondence, yet they lived upon what 


is called a decent footing together, by which 
means the young people of both families had been 


© acquainted from their infancy ; and, as they were 
all near of the fame age, had been frequent play- 


Blikl. - And the preference which ſhe gave the 


former of theſe would often appear fo plainly, 
that a lad of a more paſſionate turn than Mr Blifil 
Was, might have ſhewn ſome diſpleaſure at it. 


F ** 


As he did not, however, outwardly expreſs any 
fuch diſguſt, it would be an il! office in us to pay 


a viſit to the inmoſt receſſes of his mind, as ſome 


ſcandalous people ſearch into the 'moſt ſecret af- 


- Fairs of their friends, and often pry into their clo- 


ſets and cupboards, only to diſcover their poverty 
and meanneſs to the world. * . 

However, as perſons who ſuſpect they have f 
en others eauſe of offence, are apt to conclude they 
are offended, ſo Sophia imputed an action of Mr 
Blifil to bis anger, which the ſuperior ſagacity of 


* 


Thwackum and Square diſcerned to have ariſen: 
from a much better principle. hy 


_ Tom Jones, when very young, had preſented 
Sophia; with a little bird, which he had taken 
from the neft, had nurſed up, and taught to ſing. 
Of this bird Sophia, then about thirteen years 


old, was fo extremely fond, that her chief buſineſs 
was to feed and tend it, and her chief pleaſure to 


play with it. By theſe means, little Tommy, foe 


fo the bird was called, was become ſo tame, that 
it would feed out of the hand of its miſtreſs, would 


perch upon her finger, and Jy contented in hes 


boſom, | 


7 


"— 
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boſom, where it ſeemed almoſt ſenſible of its.own. 
happineſs, though ſhe always: kept a, ſmall firing 
about its leg, nor would ever Kalt. it i the li- 
berty of flying away. 5 
One day, when, Mr. Allworthy, ang bis "whole 
family dined. at Mr Weſtern's, Mr, Blifil being 
in the garden with little Sophia, and obſerving the 
extreme fondneſs that ſhe ſhewed for her little 


bird, deſired her to truſt it for a moment in his. 


hands. Sophia preſently complied with the young 
gentleman's requeſt, and after ſome previous, 
caution, delivered him her bird; of which he was. 
no ſooner in poſſeſſion, than he ſlipt the ſtring from 


its leg, and toſſed it inf the air. 


o * 


The fooliſh animal no ſooner perceived itſelf at 
liberty, than, forgetting all the favours it had re- 
ceived. from Sophia, it flew directly from her, and 
perched on a bough at ſome diſtance. 
Sophia, ſeeing her bird gone, ſcreamed out fo, 

loud, that Tom Jones, who was at a little diſ-, 
tance, immediately ran to her aſſiſtance. 

He then was no ſooner informed of what had 
happened, than he curſed Blifil for a pitiful, ma- 
licious raſcal z; and then immediately {tripping off 
his coat, he applied himſelf to climbing the tree 
to which the bird eſcaped. 

Tom had almoſt recovered: his little nameſake, 
when the branch on which it was perched, and 
that hung over a canal, broke, and the poor lad 

plumped over head and ears into the water. % 

Sophia's concern now changed its object. And 
as ſhe apprehended the boy's life was in danger, 
ſhe ſcreamed ten times loader than before; and 
indeed Mr Blifil bimſelf now ſeconded her with all 
thy vociferation in his power. | 

The company, who were HUN. in a room 15 
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the gurden, were inſtantly alarmed, and came 
all Wenz but juſt as they reached the canal, Tom 
(for the water was luckily pretty ſhallow in that 
| pare) arrived ſafely on ſhore. 55 
Thwackum fell violently on poor Tom, who 
ſtood dripping and ſhivering before him, when 


Mr Allworthy defired him to have patience, and, 


turning to Mr  Blifil, ſaid, Pray, child, what is 
the reaſon of all this diſturbance? - 

Mr Blifil anfwered, Indeed, untle, I am very 
Grp for what I have done; I have been unhap- 
Py the occaſion of it all. I had Miſs Sophia's 

ird in my band, and thinking the poor creature 
Janguiſhed for liberty, I own I could not forbear 
giving it what it defired, for I always thought 
there was ſomething very cruel in confining any 
thing. It ſeemed to me againſt the law of Na- 
ture, by which every ris bark a right to liber- 
ty s nay, it is even unchriſtian, for it is not doing 
what we would be done by. But if I had ima- 
gined Miſs Sophia would have been fo much con- 
cerned at it, I am ſure I would never have done 
it ; nay, if 1 had known what would have hap- 
pened to the bird itſelf; for when Mr Jones, who 
climbed up that tree after it, fell into the water, 
the bird took a ſecond flight, and preſentiy a naſty 
hawk carried it away.? 

Poor Sophia, who now firſt heard of her little 
Tommy's fate, (for her concern for Jones had 
- prevented her 2 5 when it happened) ſhed 
à flood of tears. "Theſe Mr Allworthy endeavoured 


to aſſuage, promiſing her a much finer bird; but 


ſhe declared ſhe would never have another. "Her 
father chid her for crying ſo for a fooliſh bird, but 
could not help tellin ae hob Blifil, if he was a ſon 
of oth * backſide ould : well fayed. | g 
Sophia 


>» * - 
* { 
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Sophia now returned to her chamber, the two 


young gentlemen were ſent home, and the reſt of 


the company returned to their bottle, where a 


converſation enſued on the ſubject of the bird, ſo 
curious, that we think it deſerves a chapter by 


itſelf. £36 J | 1 a Fs PR 

HA ðͤ rnb 8 

Containing ſuch very deep and grave matters, that 
ſome readers, perhaps, may nar reliſb „ 


8 ARE. had no ſooner lighted his pipe, than 


addreſſing himſelf to Allworthy, he thus be- 


gan: © Sic, I cannot help congratulating you on _ 
your nephew, who, at an age-when few lads have 


any ideas but of ſenſible objects, is arrived at a 


capacity of diſtinguiſhing. nght from wrong, To 


confine any thing ſeems to me againſt. the law of 


Nature, by which every thing bath a right to- li- 


F , 
a4 * — 
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berty. Theſe were bis words; and the impreſſion 


they have made on me is never to be eradicated. 


Can any man have a higher notion of the rule of 
right, and the eternal fitneſs of things? I can» 
not help promiſing myſelf from ſuch a dawn, that 


the meridian of this youth will be equal to that 
of either the elder or the younger Brutus.“ 


Here Thwackum haſtily interrupted, and ſpill- 
ing ſome of his wine, and ſwallowing: the reſt. 


with great eagerneſs, anſwered, From another. 


expreſſion he made uſe of, I hope he will reſemble. 
much better men. The law of Nature is a jargon. 
of words, which means nothing. I know not of 


any ſuch law, nor of any right which can be de- 
rived from it. To do as we would be done by, is 


indeed a Chriſtian motive, as the boy well expref-  . 


ſed 


* 


* 
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| fed himſelf, and Iam glad to find my inflruQions 


have borne ſuch good fruit.” 


=. "I vanity was a thing fit, (ſays Square) I b 


indulge ſome on the ſame occaſion; for whence 
only be can have learnt his notions of right and 


| 8 9 I think is pretty apparent. If there be 


no law of Nature, there is no right nor wrong. 


How! (fays.the parſon) do you then baniſh 


revelation? Am 1 talking: with a Deiſt or an A- 
their, 
Drink about, (fays Weſtern) pox of your ave 


of nature. I don't know what you mean either of 


bh by right and wrong. To take away m) e 
ird was wrong, in my opinion; and my neig 
Allworthy may do as he pleaſes; but to 9 
boys in ſuch practices, "1 is to breed them up to the 
gellowe. * | 
Allworthy anſwered, That be was s ſorry for 
what his nephew had done z but could not conſent 
to puniſh him, as he acted rather from a generous 
than unworthy motive.“ He faid, If the boy 
bad ſtolen the bird, none would have been more 


ready to vote for a ſevere chaſtiſement than him- 


ſelf; but it was plain that was not his deſign:“ 
and, indeed, it was as apparent to, him, that he 


could have no other view but what he had himſelf 


"avowed. (For as to that malicious purpoſe which 
Sophia had ſuſpected, it never once entered into 
the head of Mr Allworthy). © He at length con- 
_ cluded, wich again blaming the action as incon- 
 Gderate, and which, he laid, was pardonavle on- 
17 in a child. 

Square had delivered Th opiniol ſo openly, that 
If he was now filent, he muſt ſubmit to have his 
Judgment' cenſured. He ſaid, therefore, with ſome 
F aa That Mr Allworthy had too much re- 
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ſpect to the dirty confideration of property. That' | 
in palling our judgments ey and mi; ley ac | 
tions, all private regards ſhould be laid afide ; for, 
by adhering to thoſe narrow rules, the younger 
Brutus had been condemned'of og pr nb and 
the elder of parricide* © - 1 . 
Aud if they had been ante too for thoſe 
crimes,? cried Thwackum, they would have hack 
no more than their deſerts. A couple of hea» 
thenifh villains} Heaven be praiſed;: we haye no 
Brutufes now-a-days. ' I with, Mr "Square, you 
would deſiſt from filling the minds of my pupils 
with ſuch antichriſtian ſtuff; for the conſe uence 
muſt be, while they are under my care, its being 
well ſcourged out of them again. There is your 
diſciple Tom almoſt ſpoiled already. I overheard 
him the other day diſputing with Mr Blifil, that 
there was no merit in faith without works. I 
| know that is one of your tenets, and 1  fuppoſe he 
had it from you“. 0 
Don't accuſe me of ſpoiling bim, fays Square. | 
© Who taught him to laugh at whatever is virtuous 
and decent, and fit and right in the nature of 
things? He is your own ſcholar, and I diſclaim 
him. No, no, Mr Blifil is my boy. Young as 
he is, that lad's notions of moral rectituce 1 defy - 
you ever to eradicate.” _ 

Thwackum Put on a contemptuous fneer at thiz, 
and replied, Ay, ay, I will venture bim with 
you, He is too well grounded for all your philo- 

| fophical cant to hurt. No, no, I have taken care 
to inſtil ſuch principles into him — 

And I have inftilled principles into bim too, | 
cries Square. What but the ſublime idea of virs'. _ 
tue could inſpire a human mind with the generous” 

| thought of giving liberty? And I repeat to you 
Mete 1. | 3 0. | an 


\ . 
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; 11 it was a fit thing to be proud, I might 
22 the honout of having infuſed that idea 
nd if * was not forbidden,” ſaid Thwacks. 
um, lich de boaſt of having taught bim, that 
1 himſelf Ser 8 ag his motive. 
between you both, ſays the Squire, the 
_ young..gentleman. hath, 7 taught, to rob, my 
daughter of ber bird. I find I muſt take care of my 
b mew. I ſhall have ſome virtuous reli- 
ious man or other ſet all my 79 at liberty.“ 
hen aan e 1 of the laws who was 
"| hn on the back, he. cried, out, What ; ſa: 
Joutothis, Mr Counſellor? is not this-againſt Jaw ? 4 
The lawyer, with great gravity, delivered bin. 
ſelf as follows: 

If the caſe be put of a partridge, there can be 
no doubt but an action would ly: for though this 
be Feræ Naturæ, yet being reclaimed, propert 
veſts; but being the caſe of a ſinging bird, though, 
reclaimed, as it is a thing of baſe nature, it muſt 
be.confidered- as nullius in bonis. ' In this caſe, 
therefore, I conceive the plaintiff muſt be nonſuit- 
ed; and I ſhould diſadviſe the bringing any ſuch . 
action. 

© Well, ſays the Savire, * if it be auler bs. | 
let us drink about, and talk a little of the ſtate of 
the nation, or ſome ſuch diſcourſe that we all un- 
derſtand; for I am ſure I don't underſtand a word 
of this. It may be learning and ſenſe for aught 5 
I know ; but you ſhall never perſuade me into it. 
Pon you have neither of you mentioned a word 
of that poor lad who deſerves te be commended, 
- "To venture breaking his neck to oblige my girl, 
Was a 83 A. 5 action: I have learned e- 
— Wy here 8 Tom! s health. 
AE | 3 ma 
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| hl loyetthe boy for it the longeſt dayT have wo. 


live.“ 
Thus was the debate as but it would 


probably have been ſoon reſumed, had not Mr 
 Allworthy preſently called for his coach, and car- 


ried off the two combatants. 
Such was the concluſion of this 1 as 


the bird, and of the dialogue occaſioned by it, 's 


which we could not help recounting to our rea- 
der, though it bappened ſome years before that 
ſtage or period of time at a our r 1s now. 
ee N . | 


CHAP. V. 


Containing matters accommodated to every a, 
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fect light minds, was the ſentiment of a 
great e of the paſſion of love. And certain 
it is, that from this day Sophia began to have ſome 
little kindneſs for Tom Jones, and no little aver- 


-fion for his companion. 


Many accidents from time to time improved 
both theſe paſſions in her breaſt; which, without 
our recounting, the reader may well conclude, 


from what we have before hinted of the different 


tempers of theſe lads, and how much the one 


* 


ſuited with her own inclinations more than the o- 
ther. To ſay the truth, Sophia, when very young, 
diſcerned that Tom, though an idle, thoughileſs, 
rattling raſcal, was nobody's enemy but his own; 
and that Mr Blifil, N a prudent, diſcreet, lo- 
ber, young gentleman, was, at the ſame time, 
ſtrongly attached to the intereſt only of one ſin- 
gle perſon; and who that * * was, the 

: 02 reader 


— 


* 2 


* 
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reader will be able to. divine without any aſfſtance 


of ours. 
- ©. Theſe two characters are not always received in 
mme world with the different - regard which ſeems 
ſeverally due to either; and which, one would i- 
magine, mankind from ſelf-intereſt ſhould ſhew 
towards them. But perhaps there may be a po- 
Htical reaſon for it: in finding one of a truly be- 
nevolent diſpoſition, men may very reaſonably ſup- 
poſe they have found a treaſure, and be deſirous 
ef keeping it, like all other good things, to them- 
ſelves. Hence they may imagine, that to trum- 
pet forth the praiſes of ſuch a perſon, would, in 
_ the vulgar phraſe, be crying roaſt-meat, and call- 
Ing in partakers of what they intend to apply lole- 
ly to their own uſe. If this reaſon does not ſa- 
tisfy the reader, I know no other means of ac- 
counting for the little reſpect which I have com- 
monly ſeen paid to a character which really does 
great honour to human nature, and is productive 
of the higheſt good to ſociety. But it was other- 
wiſe with 809 hia. She honoured Tom . and 
fcorned Mr Blifil, almoſt as ſoon as the new the 
meaning of theſe-two words. 
Sophia had been abſent upwards of three years 
with her aunt; during all which time ſhe had fel- 
dm ſeen either of theſe young gentlemen. - She 
dined however, once, together with her aunt, at 
Mr Allworthy's. This was a few days after the 
adventure of the partridge, before commemorated. 
Sophia heard the whole ſtory at table, where ſhe 
ſaid nothing; nor indeed could her aunt get many 
words from her as ſhe returned home; but her 
maid, when undreſſing her, happening to ſay, 
Well, Miſs, I ſuppoſe you have ſeen young Mr 
; n Wr ſhe anſwered, with much "IT: 
6 1 hate 
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I hate the name of Mr Blifil as I do whatever is 


baſe, and treacherous; and I wonder Mr Allwor- 
thy would ſuffer that old barbarous ſchoolmaſter 
to puniſh a poor boy ſo crueHy for what was only 


the effect of his good-nature:* She then recount- 


ed the ſtory to her maid, and concluded with ſay- 
-ing,—*: Don't you think he is a boy of a noble 


. 


er” T4. 
. 'Fhis young lady was now returned to her fa- 
ther; who gave her the command of his houſe, 
and placed her at the upper end of his table, where 
Tom, (who, from his great love of hunting, was 
become a great favourite of the Squire) often din- 
ed. Young men, of open, generous diſpoſitions, 
are naturally inclined to gallantry, which, if they 
have good underſtandings, as was in reality Tom's. 
caſe, exerts itſelf in an obliging, complaiſant be- 
: haviour to all women in general. This greatly 
diſtinguiſhed Tom from the boiſterous brutality ef 
mere country ſquires on the one hand; and from: 
the ſolemn, and ſomewhat ſullen deportment of 
Mr Blifil on the other: and he began now, at 
twenty, to have the name of a pretty fellow, a= 
mong all the women in the neighhourhood. 
Tom behaved to Sophia with no particularity, 
unleſs, perhaps, by ſhewing her a higher reſpect 
than he paid to any other. This diſt inction her 
beauty, fortune, ſenſe, and amiable carriage, ſeem- 
ed to demand: but as to deſign upon her perſon, 
he had none; for which we ſhall at preſent ſuffer 
the reader to condemn him of ſtupidity; but per- 
haps we ſhall be able indifferently well to account: 
% /// ͤ ¶ùÄ„ 6 IR. 
Sophia, with the higheſt degree of innocence: 
and modeſty, had a remarkable ſprightlineſs in her 
temper. This was fo greatly increaſed whenever 
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\ſhe was in company with Tom, that, had he not 
been very young and thoughtleſs, he muſt have 
obſerved it; or had not Mr Weſtern's thoughts 

been generally eitber in the field, the ſtable, or 


_ «the dog-kennel, it might have, perhaps, created 


— 


-fome jealouſy in him; but fo far was the good gen- 
tleman 8 entertaining any ſuch fuſpicions, that 
he gave Tom every opportunity with his daughter 
wWhieh any lever could have withed. And this 
Tom innocently improved to better advantage, by 
following only the dictates of his natural gallan- 


try and good - nature, than he might, perhaps, have 
._ done, had he bad the deepelt debgns on the young 
lady. 


But indeed, it. can occaſion little dds that 
this matter eſcaped the obſervation of others, ſince 


| or Sophia herſelf never remarked it; and her 
us : 


was irretrievably loſt betore ſhe ſuſpected it 
was in danger. 
Matters were in this Gelen when Tom one 
[afternoon finding Sophia alone, began, after a 


mort apology, with a very ſerious face, to acquaint 
her, that he had a favbur to aſk of her, which be 
hoped her goodneſs would comply with. _ 


— Though neither the young man's behaviour; n nor 
indeed his manner of opening this buſineſs, were 


Auch as could give her any juſt cauſe of ſuſpecting 


he intended to make love to her; yet, whether na- 
ture whiſpered ſomething into her ear, or from 
what cauſe it aroſe, I will not determine, certain 


it is, fome idea of that kind muſt have intruded 


Itſelf ; for her colour forſook her cheeks, her limbs 
trembled, and her tongue would have faltered, 
had Tom ftopped for an anſwer ; but he ſoon re- 
lieved her: — her perplexity, by proceeding to 


* her e T's $6 which was to ſolicit her 


intereſt 


* 
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intereſt on behalf of the gamebeeper, whoſe own 
ruin, and that of a large family, muſt be, he faid, 
the confequence of Mr Weſterns purſuing bis ae- 
tion againſt him. 

hia prefently . War! confuſion; as; 

with a ſmile full of ſweetneſs, '{aidy Is this the 
mighty favour you aſked with ſo much gravity ?'T 
will do it with all my heart. I really pity the 
or fellow, and no longer ago than yeſterday ſent 

a fmall matter to his wife.“ This ſmall matter 
was one of her gowns, ſome linen, and ten fhit- 


lings in money, of whieh Tom had heard, and it | 


had in reality put this ſolicitation in bis bead. 

Our youth, now emboldened with his focceſs, 
reſolved ro puſh the matter farther : and ventured 
even to beg her recommendation of him to her fa- 
ther's ſervice; proteſting, that he thought him 
one of the honeſteſt fellows in the country, and 
extremely well qualified for the place of a game- 
keeper, which carry then happened to be vacant. 


Sophia anſwered, Well, I will undertake this 


too; but I cannot promiſe you as much ſucceſs as 
in the former part, which I aſſure you I will not 
quit my father without obtaining. However, I 
will do what I can for the poor fellow; for I ſin- 


cerely look upon him and his family as objects of 


great compaſſion.— And now, Mr Jones, I I mult 
alk you a favour = 


* A favour} Madam, (cries Tom) if you ar 


the pleafure you have given me inthe hopes of re- 


ceiving a command from you, you would think, by 


mentioning it, you mult confer the greateſt favour 
on me; for, by this dear hand, L would ſacrifice 
my life to oblige you.“ 


He then ſnatched her Hand: and eagerly kifſed 


it, which was the ſirſt time his hol had ever a | 
e 8 ed 


* 


% 


"that they became all of a ſcarlet colour. She now 
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7 ed her. The blood, which before had faifubin her 


checks, now made her ſufficient amends, by ruſh- 
ing all over her face and neek with ſuch violence, 


firſt felt a ſenſation to which ſhe had been before 
a ſtranger, and which, when ſhe had leiſure to re- 
flect on it, began to acquaint her with ſome ſe- 
crets, which the reader, if he does not already 
neſs them, will know in due time. 
Sophia, as foon as ſhe could ſpeak, (which was 
not inſtantly) informed him that the favour ſhe 
-had to deſire of him, was, not to lead her father 
through ſo many dangers in hunting; for that, 


5 


i from what ſhe had heard, ſhe was terribly fright- 


.encd every time they went out together, and ex- 
cted ſome day or other to ſee her father brought 
_ with broken limbs. She therefore begged 
him, for her ſake, to. be more cautious; and, as 
he well knew Mr Weſtern would follow him, not 
to ride ſo madly, nor to take thoſe davigerays Joaps 
for the future. 
Tom promiſed faithfully to chop her commands; 
nd, after thanking her 225 her kind compliance 
"with. hie requeſt, took his leave, and e 


bighly charmed with his ſueceſs. _ 
Poor Sophia was charmed too; but in a very 


- different way. Her ſenſations, however, the rea- 
Ker $ heart (if he or ſhe have any) will better re- 
ſent than I can, if Þ had as many mouths as 


| ever poet wiſhed for, to eat, I ſuppoſe, thoſe ma- 


ny dainties with which he was ſo plentifully pro- 
n We 

It was Mr Weſtern's 1 every afternoon, as 
won as he was drunk, to hear his daughter play 
on the harpſichord: aß he was a great lover of 


4 eh 15 an had he f in "_ mor 
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ts 


1 paiſed for a_connoifſeur; for he always ex- 
ceptedꝭ againft the fineſt compoſitions of Mr Han- 


del. He never reliſhed any muſic but What was 


light and airy ; and indeed his moſt favourite tunes 
were, Old Sir Simon the King, St George he was 
for England, Bobbing Joan, and ſome others. 


His daughter, though ſhe was a perfect miſtreſs 
of muſic, and would never willingly have played 


any but Handel's, was ſo devoted to her fathet's 
bim. . that the learnt all thoſe tunes to oblige 
im. However, ſhe would now and then endea- 


vour to lead him into her own taſte, and when he 
required the repetition of his ballads, would an- 
ſwer with a © Nay, dear Sir; and would often beg 


bim to ſuffer her to play ſometbing elſe. 


This evening, however, when the gentleman 


was retired from his bottle, ſhe played all his fa- 


vourites three times over, without any ſolicitation. 
This ſo pleaſed the good ſquire, that he ſtarted 
from his couch, gave his daughter a kifs, and 
| ſwore her hand was greatly improved. She took 
this opportunity to execute her promiſe to Tom, 
in which ſhe ſacceeded ſo well, that the Squire de- 
clared, if the would give him t'other bout of Old 
Sir Simon, he would give the gamekeeper his de- 
putation the next morning. Sir Simon was play- 
ed again an 8 till the charms of the muſic 


ſoothed Mr Weſtern to fleep. 


In the morning, 


Sophia did not fail to remind him of his engage- 
ment; and his attorney was immediately ſent for, 
and ordered to ſtop any farther proceedings in the 


action, and to make out the deputation. 


Tom's ſucceſs in this affair ſoon began to ring 
over the country, and various were the cenſures 


paſt upon it. 


Some greatly applauded it as an act 


of hone nature; others e and ſaying, No 


wonder 


* 
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: Wonder that one idle fellow ſhould love another. 4 
_ Young Blifil was pony enraged at it. He had 
long Nel Black 
2s Jones delighted in 5 3 not from any offence 
Which he had ever received, but from his great 
love to religion and virtue; for Black George had 


\ \ 


orge in the ſame. proportion 


the reputation of a looſe kind of a fellow. Blifil, 


therefore, repreſented this as flying i in Mr Athwor- 

2575 thy' s face; and declared, with great concern, that 

it was. impoſſible to find any other motive for 90 
| ing good to ſuch a wretch. 


'Thwackum and Square life rang is A ng 


5 . they were now (eſpecially the latter) become 


greatly jealous of young Jones with the widow ; 


for he now- approached the age of twenty, was 


really a fine young fellow, and that lady, by. her 


. encouragements to him, ſeemed daily more and 
more to think him ſo. 2654) | 


Altworthy was not, 3 moved YL their 


| malice. He declared himſelf. very well ſatisfied 

with what Jones had done. He ſaid, the perſe- 
verance and integrity of his friendſhip, was high- 
ly commendable, and he wiſhed he could fee more 
_ frequent inſtances of that virtue. 


Bur Fortune, who ſeldom greatly dons: fuck 


ſparks as my friend Tom, perhaps / becauſe they 
do not pay more ardent addreſſes to her, gave now 
_a very different turn to all his actions, and ſhew- 
ed them to Mr Allworthy-in a light far leſs agree- 
able than that. creme J e N had hitherto 


ſeen * ** N 


3 % / 


Chap. 6. A FOUNDLING 


E 75 Ty 8 * £5 
„ 11 1 


. n A p. VI. 


An addin for the P's bility of Mr June fo all 5 


167: 5 


+ r 
? F 


charms of the lovely Sophia ; in which, Pb, 
woe may, in a conſiderable degree, lower his cha- 


racter in the e/timation of thoſe men of wit and 
den in 8 77 our 


gallantry. who. approve 127 * 
modern ae | 


-- % £5 5 


Ta- are — ones of pedo ke, 1 am a- 


fraid, have already conceived ſome contempt | 
for my hero, on account of his behaviour to. 80o- 
phia. The former of theſe will blame his pru- 


dence, in neglecting an opportunity to poſſeſs him 


ſelf of Mr Weſtern's fortune; and the latter will 
no leſs deſpiſe him for bis backwardneſs to ſo fine 
2 girl, who ſeemed ready to fly into his arms, if 


he would open them to receive her. 


Now, though I ſhall not, perhaps, be able ab- 
ſolutely to acquit him of either of theſe charges; 


(for want of prudence admits of no excuſe; 


and 


what I ſhall produce againſt the latter charge, will, 


I apprehend, be ſcarce ſatis factory); 


yet, as evi- 


* 


dence may ſometimes be offered in mitigation, 1. | 
ſhall ſet forth the plain matter of fact, and bes 2 


the whole to the reader's YEP PBT TCL | 


Mr Jones had ſomewhat about him, which, 
though I think writers are not thoroughly ae 


in its name, doth certainly inhabit ſome human 
breaſts; whoſe uſe is, not ſo properly to diſtinguiſh | 
right from wrong, as to prompt and incite them 
to the former, and to reſtrain and withhold them 


from the latter. ie 


This ſomewhat may be indeed embled to the 


Famous irunkmaker in the playhouls; ; P when- 5 
erer 
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eder the perſon who is poſſeſſed of it doth what is 
right, no raviſhed or friendly ſpectator is ſo eager, 
or ſo loud in his applauſe; on the contrary, when 
he doth wrong, .no critic is ſo apt to hiſs and ex- 
plode him... 

. To give a bigher 780 ea of the petucigle 1 Wem, 
as well as one more familiar to the! preſent age, 
it may be conſidered as fitting on its throne in the 
mind, like the Loxd Hicn CHANcRLLoR of 
this Kingdom in his court; where it preſides, 
governs, directs, judges, acquits, and condemns, 
according to merit and juſtice; with a knowledge 
which nothing eſcapes, a penetration which nothing 
can deceive, and an MERCY | which Tg can 

COrnupL, . 

This active E eit may, perhaps; be ſaid to 
conſtitute the moſt eſſential barrier between us 
and our neighbours the brutes; for if there be 
ſome in the human ſhape who are not under any 
ſuch dominion, I chooſe rather to conſider them as 
deſerters from us to our neighbours; among whom 
they will have the fate of deſerters, and not be 
— 5 in the firſt rank. 

Our hero, whether he rive it from Th wackum 
or Square I will not determine, was very ſtrongly 
under the guidance of this principle: for though 
be did not always act rightly, yet he never did o- 

therwiſe, without feeling and ſuffering for it. It 
was this which taught him, that to repay the 
civilitics and little friend(hips of hoſpitality, by 
robbing the houſe where you have received them, 
is to be the baſeſt and meaneſt of thieves. He 
did not think the baſeneſs of this offence leſſened 
by the height of the injury committed; on the - 
contrary, if to ſteal another's plate deſerved death 
and * it * to him difficult to aſſign a 
puniſhment 


* ; \ 
i 
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puniſhment adequate to the robbing a man of his 
whole fortune, andiof his child into the bargain. 
This principle, therefore, prevented him from 
any thought of making his fortune by ſuch means, 
(for this, as J have ſaid, is an active prineiple, 
and doth not content itſelf with knowledge ot be- 
lief only). Had he been greatly enamoured with 
Sophia, he poſſibly 3 have thought otherwiſe : 
but give me leave to ſay, there is a great difference 
between running away with a man's daughter 
from the motive of love, and doing the fame 
thing from the motive of theſft. 
Now, though this young gentleman was not in- 
ſenſible of the charms of Sophia, though he great- 
ly liked her beauty, and eſteemed all her other 
qualifications, ſhe had made, however, ris deep 
impreſſion on his heart; for which, as it renders 
him liable to the charge of ſtupidity, or, at leaſt, 
of want of taſte, we ſhall now proceed to account; 
Phe truth then is, his heart was in the poſſeſſion 
of another woman. Here I queſtion not but the 
reader will be furpriſed at our long taciturnity 
as to this matter, and quite at a lots to divine who 
this woman was, ſince we have hitherto not dropt 
a hint of any one likely to be a rival to Sophia; 
for as to Mrs Blifil, though we have been obliged 
to mention ſome ſuſpicions of her affection for 
Tom, we have not hitherto given the leaſt lati- 
tude for imagining that he had any for her; and, 
indeed, I am ſorry to ſay it, but the youth of both 
ſexes are too apt to be deficient itt their gratitude 
for that regard with which perſons more advanced 
in years are ſometimes ſo kind to honour them. 
That the reader may be no longer in ſuſpenſe, 
he will be pleaſed to remember, that we have 
often ment ioned the family of George Seagrim, 
l "cp (commonly 
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. called Black George the gamekeeper), 
: Þ wy conſiſted at proient of a . and fire chil- | 
Aren. 
The ſecond of theſe children was a eee 
_ whoſe name was Molly, and who was eſteemed one 
of the bandſomeſt girls in the whole country. 
| Congreye well ſays, there is in true beauty 
ſomething which vulgar ſouls cannot admire; fo 
can no dirt or rags hide this ſomething from thoſe 
{ouls-which-are not of the vulgar ſtamp, _ 
The beauty of this girl made, however, no im- 
| preſſion on Tom, till the grew towards;the age of 
Aixteen, when Tom, who was near three years 
Ae er, began firſt to caſt the eyes of affection upon 
her; 7 this affeQion he had fixed on the girl 
long before he could bring himſelf to attempt the 
po fleſſſon of her perſon; for though his conſtitu- 
Jon urged him greatly to this, his principles no 
leſs forcibly reſtrained him. To debauch a young 
woman, however low her condition, was, appear- 
ed to him a very heinous crime; and the good- 
will he bote the father, with the compaſſion he 
had for bis family, very ſtrongly corroborated all 
Auch ſober reflections: fo that he once reſolved to 
Het the better of his inclinations, and he actually 
ined three whole months without ever going 
.to 'Seagrim's houſe, or ſeeing his daughter. 
Now, though Molly was, as we have ſaid, 
"generally thought a very fine girl, and in reality 
ſhe was fo, yet her beauty was not of the moſt 
_ -- -amiable kind. It had indeed very little of feminine 
in it, and would have become a man at leaft as 
well as a woman; for, to ſay. the truth, youth 
and florid health bad a very configerable ſhare in 
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erſon. As this was tall and robuſt, ſo was that 
old and forward. So little had ſhe of modeſty, 
that Jones had more regard for her virtue than ſne 
herſelf. And as moſt probably the liked Tom as 
well as he liked her, ſo when ſhe perceived his 
backwardneſs, ſhe herſelf grew proportionably for- 
ward; and when ſhe ſaw he had entirely deſerted 
the ' houſe, ſhe found means of throwing herſelf 
in his way, and behaved in ſuch a manner, that 
the youth muſt have had very much, or very little 
of the hero, if her endeavours had proved un- 
ſucceſsful. In a word, ſhe ſoon triumphed over 
all the virtuous reſolutions of Jones: for though 
ſhe behaved at laſt with all decent reluctance, yet 
I rather chooſe to attribute the triumph to her; 
ſince, in fact, it was her deſign which ſucceeded. 
In the conduct of this matter, I ſay, Molly ſo 
well played her part, that Jones attributed the 
conqueſt entirely to himſelf, and conſidered the 
young woman as one who had yielded to the 
violent attacks of his paſſion. He likewiſe im- 
puted her yielding to the ungovernable force of 
her love towards him; and this the reader will al- 
low to have been a very natural and probable ſup- 
poſition, as we have more than once mentioned 
the uncommon comelineſs of his perſon : and in- 
deed he was one of the handſomeſt young fellows + 
in the world. Iu . 
As there are ſome minds whole affections, like 
Mr BlifiPs, are ſolely placed on one ſingle perſon, 
whoſe intereſt and indulgence alone they conſider 
on every occaſion; regarding the good and ill of 
_ all others as merely indifferent, any farther than 
as they contribute to the pleaſure or advantage of 
that perſon : ſo there is a different temper of mind, 
which borrows a degree of virtue eren from felt- 
P * 4% . | loves | 
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faction from another, without loving the creature 
to whom that ſatisfaction is owing, and without 


viſibly bore him, and of the ſituation into which 


violence to the word, be called love, though per- 
haps it was at firſt not very judiciouſly placed. 


bility which he had ſhewn to the charms of Sophia, 


_ — 2 „ 3 


was, ſo no more could he entertain a notion of 


ſion for that young lady, he muſt have been ab- 


either of which would, in my opinion, have very 
- juſtly ſubjected bim to that fate which, at his firſt 


been generally predicted as his certain deſtiny. 
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love. Such can never receive any kind of ſatiſ- 


making its well-being in ſome ſort neceffary to 
then caſe. e Ol | 

Oft this latter ſpecies was our hero. He con- 
ſidered this poor girl as one whoſe happineſs or 
miſery. he had cauſed to be dependent on himſelf. 
Her beauty was ſtill the object of deſire, though 
greater beauty, or a freſher object, might have 
been more ſo; but the little abatement which frui- 
tion had occaſioned to this, was highly overbalanc- 
ed by the conſiderations of the affection which ſhe 


he had brought her. The former of theſe created 
gratitude, the latter compaſſion 3 and both to- 
gether, with his deſire for her perſon, raiſed in 
him a paſſion which might, without any great 
This, then, was the true reaſon of that inſenſi- 
and that bebaviour in her, which might have been 
reaſonably enough interpreted as an encourage- 
ment to his addreſſes: for as he could not think 
of abandoning his Molly, poor and deſtitute as ſhe 


betraying ſuch a creature as Sophia. And ſurely, 
had he given the leaſt encouragement to any paſ- 


ſolutely guilty of one or other of thoſe crimes; 


introduction into this hiſtory, I mentioned to have 


CHAP. 
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Fn mothite firſt perceived the 8 in the 
| ſhape of Molly; and in order to hide it 
from her bot,” ſhe fooliſhly clothed her in 
that ſack which Sophia had ſent her; though in- 
deed that young lady had little apprehenſion that 
the poor woman would have been weak enough 
to let any of her daughters wear it in that form. 

Molly was charmed with the firſt opportunity 
ſhe had ever had of ſhewing her beauty to advan- 
tage; for though ſhe could very well bear to con- 
2 herſelf in the glaſs, even- when dreſſed 

in rags, and though ſhe had in that dreſs con- 
quered the heart of Jones, and perhaps of ſome 
others, yet ſhe thought the addition of finery 
would much i improve her charms, and extend her 
conqueſts. 

Molly, therefore, having drefſed herſelf out in 
this ſack, with a new laced cap, and ſome other 
ornaments which Tom had given her, repairs to 
church with her fan in her hand, the very next 
Sunday. The great are deceived, if they imagine 
they have appropriated ambition and vanity to 
themſelves. Theſe noble qualities ftouriſh as no- 
tably in a country church and church-yard, as in the 
drawing room, or in the cloſet. Schemes have in- 
deed been laid in- the veſtry, which would hardly 
diſgrace the conclave. Here is a miniſtry, and heje 
is an oppoſition— Here are plots and circumven= - 
tions, parties and factions, equal to thoſe which 
are to be found in courts. 

Nor are the women here cls wrattifatin the high- 
_ eſt icminine arts, than their fair ſuperiors in a 
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lity and fortune. Here are prudes and coquettes. 
Here are dreſſing and ogling, falſehood, envy, 
malice, ſcandal; in ſhort, every thing which is 
Common to the moſt ſplendid aſſembly, or politeſt 
circle. Let thoſe of high life, therefore, no long- 
er deſpiſe the ignorance of their inferiors, nor the 
vulgar any longer rail at the vices of their betters. 
Molly had ſeated herſelf ſome time, before ſhe 
was known by her neighbours. And then a whiſ- 
per ran through the whole congregation, © Who 
is ſhe ?? But when ſhe was diſcovered, ſuch ſneer- 
ing, giggling, tittering, and laughing, enſued 
among the women, that Mr Allworthy was oblig- 
ed to exert his authority to preſerve any dEcency 
among the. 


CH AP. VIII. 


A battle fung by the muſe in the Homerican ſtyle, and 
which none but the claſſical reader can taſte. 


XTR. Weſtern had an eſtate in this pariſh z and 
as his houſe ſtood at little greater diſtance 
from this church than from his own, he, very of- 
ten came to divine ſervice here; and both he and 
the charming Sophia happened to be preſent at 
this time. 3 = 
Sophia was much pleaſed with the beauty of 
the girl, whom ſhe pitied for ber ſimplicity in hav- 
ing dreſſed herſelf in that manner, as ſhe ſaw the en- 
vy which it had occaſioned among her equals. She 
no ſooner came home, than ſhe ſent for the game- 
keeper, and ordered him to bring his daughter to 
her, ſaying, ſhe would provide for her in the fa- 
mily, and might poſſibly place the girl about her 
| ff 8 own 
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own perſon, when her own maid, who was now 
going away, had left her. | 


Poor Seagrim was thunderſtruck at this; for 


he was no ſtranger to the fault in the ſhape of his 


daughter. He anſwered, in a ſtammering voice, 


© That he was afraid Molly would be too awk- 
ward to wait on her ladyſhip, as ſhe had never 


been at ſervice,” No matter for that, ſays So- 


phia, © ſhe will ſoon improve. I am pleaſed with 
the girl, and am reſolved to try her.“ 


Black George now . repaired to his wife, on 


whoſe prudent counſel he depended to extricate 
him out of his dilemma; but when he came thi- 
ther, he found his houſe in ſome confuſion. 
So great envy had this ſack occaſioned, that 


when Mr Allworthy and the other gentry were 
gone from church, the rage, which had bi- 
therto been confined, burſt into an uproar ; and, 


having vented itſelf at firſt in opprobrious. words, 
laughs, hiſſes, and geſtures, betook itſelf at laſt 

to certain miſſile weapons, which though, from 
their plaſtic nature, they threatened neither the 
loſs of life or limb, were however ſufficiently 
dreadful to a well dreſſed lady. Molly had too 


much ſpirit to bear this treatment tamely. Hav- 


ing therefore—But hold, as we are diſſident of our 


own abilities, let us here invite a ſuperior power 


to our aſſiſtance. 

Ye muſes then, whoever ye are, who love to 
ſing battles, and principally thou, who whilom 
didſt recount the ſlaughter in thoſe fields where 


H*1dibras and Trulla fought, if thou wert not 


ſtarved with thy friend Butler, aſſiſt me on this 


2 occaſion. All things are not in the power 
of all. | 


As a vaſt herd of cows in a lich farmer's yard, | 


8 if, 
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if, while they are milked, they hear their calves 
at a diſtance, lamenting the robbery which is then 
committing, roar, and bellow; ſo roared forth 
the Somerſetſhire mob an hallaloo, made up of 
| almoſt as many ſquawls, ſcreams and other differ- 
ent ſounds, as there were perſons, or indeed paſ- 
fions among them : ſome were inſpired by rage, 
others alarmed by fear, and others had nothing in 
their heads but the love of fun; but chiefly Envy, 
the lifter of Satan, and his conſtant companion, 
ruſhed among the crowd, and blew up the fury of 
the women, whono ſooner came up to Molly, than 

they pelted her with dirt and rubbiſh. 
Molly, baving endeavoured in vain to make a 
hand ſome retreat, faced about; and laying hold 
of ragged Befs, who advanced in the front of the 
enemy, ſhe at one blow felled her to the ground. 
The whole army of the enemy, (though near a 
hundred in number), ſeeing the fate of their gene- 
ral, gave back many paces, and retired behind 
a new-dug grave; for the chureh yard was the 
field of battle, where there was to be a funeral 
that very evening. Molly purſued her victory, 
and catching up a ſkull which lay on the ſide of 
the. grave, diſcharged it with ſuch fury, that hav- 
ing hit a taylor on the head, the two ſkulls ſent 
"equally forth a hollow ſound at their meeting, 
and the taylor took preſently meaſure of his length 
on the ground, where the ſkulls lay fide by fide, 
and it was doubtful which was the more valuable 
of the two. Molly then taking a thigh-bone in 
her hand, fell in among the flying ranks, and 
dealing her blows with great liberality on either 
fide, overthrew the carcaſe of an a an hero 
and heroine. 


2 O muſe, the names of thoſe who fell 
0 


- 
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on this fatal day. Firſt Jemmy Tweedale felt on 
his hinder head the direful bone. Him the pleaſ- 


ant banks of ſweetly-winding Stower had nouriſh 


ed, where he firſt learnt the vocal art, with 
which, wandering up and down at wakes and fairs, 
he cheered the rural nymphs and ſwains, when 
upon the green they interweaved the ſprightly 
dance, while he himſelf ſtood fiddling and jump- 
ing to his own muſic. How little now avails his 


fiddle! He thumps the verdant- floor with his 


carcaſe, Next old Echepole, the ſow-gelder, re- 
ceived a blow in his forehead from our Amazoni- 
an heroine, and immediately fell to the ground. 
He was a ſwinging fat fellow, and fell with al- 
moſt as much noiſe-as a houſe. His tobacco-box 
dropt at the ſame time from his pocket, which 
Molly took up as lawful ſpoil. Then Kate of the 
Mill tumbled unfortunately over a tombſtone, 
which catched hold of her ungartered ſtocking, 
Inverted the order of nature, and gave her heels 
the ſuperiority to her head. Betty Pippin, with 
young Roger her lover, fell both to the ground, 
where, O perverſe fate! ſhe ſalutes the earth, and 
he the ſky. Tom Freckle, the ſmith's fon, was the 
next victim to her rage. He was an ingenious 
workman, and made excellent pattins; nay the 
very pattin with which he was knocked down, was 
his own workmanſhip. Had he been at that time 
ſinging pſalms in the church, he would have a- 
voided a broken head. Miſs Crow, the daughter 
of a farmer; John Giddiſh, bimſelf a farmer; 
Nan Slouch, Eſther Codling, Will Spray, Tom 
Bennet, the three Miſſes Potter, whole father 
keeps the ſign of the Red Lion, Betty Chamber- 
| maid, Jack Oftler, and many others of inferior 
note, lay rolling among the graves, 3 
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Not that the ſtrenuous arm of Molly reached all 
theſe, for many of them in their flight overthrew 
To 577 N- R i Le 
But now Fortune, fearing ſhe had ated out of 
charaCter, and had inclined too long to the ſame 

ide, eſpecially as it was the right fide, haſtily 
turned about: for now Goody Brown, whom Ze- 
kiel Brown careſſed in his arms; nor he alone, 
but half the pariſh beſides; ſo famous was ſhe in 
the fields of Venus, nor indeed leſs in thoſe of 
Mars. The trophies of both theſe her huſband al- 
ways bore about on his head and face; for if ever 
human-head did by its horns diſplay the amorous 
lories of a wife, Zekiel's did; nor did his well- 
cratched face leſs denote her talents (or rather ta- 
Tons) of a different kind. 5 
No longer bore this Amazon the ſhameſul 
flight of her party. She ſtopt ſhort, and, calling 
aloud to all who fled, ſpoke as follows: Ye 50- 
_ merfetſhire men, or rather ye Somerſetſhire wo- 
men, are ye not aſhamed thus to fly from a ſingle 
woman? but if no other will oppoſe her, I myſelf 
and Joan Top here will have the honour of the 
victory.“ Having thus ſaid, ſhe flew at Molly 
Seagrim, and eaſily wrenched the thigh-bone 
from her hand, at the ſame time clawing off her 
cap from her head. Then laying bold of the 
hair of Molly with her left hand, ſhe attacked 
her ſo furiouſly in the face with the right, that 
the blood ſoon began to trickle- from her noſe. 
Molly was not idle the while. She ſoon removed 
the clout from the head of Goody Brown, and 
then faſtening on her hair with one hand, with 
the other ſhe cauſed another bloody ſtream to iſſue 
forth from the noſtrils of the enemy. N 
When each of the combatants had borne * ſuf- 

* 5 cient 
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ficient ſpoils of hair from the head of her antagoniſt, 
their next rage was againſt the garments. In this 
attack they exerted ſo much violence, that in a 


very few minutes they were both naked to the 
middle. 


It is lucky for the women, that the ſeat af fity- 


cuff war is not the ſame with them as among men: 
but though they may ſeem a little to deviate from 
their ſex, when they go forth to battle, yet Lhave 
obſerved they never ſo far forget, as to aſſail the 
boſoms of each other, where a few blows would 
be fatal to moſt of them. This, I know, ſome de- 
rive from their being of a morę bloody inclination 
than the males, on which account they apply to 
the noſe, as to the part whence blood may moſt 


eaſily be drawn: but this ſeems a far-fetched, as 


well as ill-natured ſuppoſition. 

Goody Brown had great advantage of Molly ir in 
this particular; for the former had indeed no 
breaſts, her boſom, (if it may be. fo called, a8 
well in colour as in many other properties, exact 
ly reſembling an ancient piece of parchment, upon 
which any one might have drummed a conſider- 
able while without doing her any great damage. 
Molly, beſide her preſent unhappy: condition, 

was differently formed in thoſe parts, and might, 


perhaps, have tempted the envy of Brown to give 


her a fatal blow, had not the lucky arrival of Tom 
Jones at this inſtant put an immediate end to the 
bloody ſcene. _ 

This accident was luckily owing to Mr Square: 
for he, Mr Blifil, and Jones, had mounted their 
horſes, after hack. to take the air, and: bad rid- 
den about a quarter of a, mile, when Square, 
changing his mind, (not idly, but for a reaſon 


1 05 we ſhall unfold as ſoon as we have leiſure), 
oy deſited 


=. 


i; * 
* * —_—{ l 

, 3 pg 3 ! 
. 5 r 


e 0 Ta og A 
po - We; fie Gu WE > IIS. ES. 


at. | Pie HISTORY of Book TV. 


defired the youn gentlemen to ride with him an- 
other way than er had at firſt propoſed. This 
motion being complied with, 1 ve them of 
neceſſity back again to the church-yard. 19 
| Mr Blifil, who rode firſt, ſeeing ſuch a mob af- 
ſembled, and two women in the poſture in which 
we left the combatants, ftopt his horſe to inquire 
what was the matter. A country fellow, fcratch- 
ing his head, anſwered him; © I don't know, mea- 
ſter, un't I; and pleaſe your Honour, here hath 
been a vight, I think, between Goody Brown and 
Moll Seagrim.“ Who? who?” cries Tom; but, 
without waiting for an anſwer; having diſcovered 
the features of his Molly through all the diſcom- 
poſure in which they now — he haſtily alight - 
ed, turned his hotſe looſe, and, leaping over the 
wall, ran to her. She now firſt, burſting into 
reats, told him bow barbarouſly ſhe had been treat- 
ed. Upon which, forgetting the fex of Goody 
Brown, of, perhaps, not knowing it in his rage, 
for, in reality, ſhe had no feminine appearance 
Hut a petticoat, which he might not obſerve, he 
gave her a laſh or two with his horfe-whip ; and 
then, flying at the mob, who were all accuſed by 
Moll, he dealt his blows fo profuſely on all ſides; 
that unleſs I would again invoke the muſe, (which 
the good-natured reader may think a little too 
hard upon her, as ſhe bath fo lately been violent- 
ty ſweated), it would be impoſſible for me to re- 
count the horſe-whipping of that day. 
+, Having ſcoured the whole coaſt of the enemy, 
as well as any of Homer's heroes ever did, or, as 
Don Quixote, or any knight-errant in the world 
could have done, he returned to Molly, whom he 
found in a condition which muſt give both me and 


my reader pain, , was it to be deſcribed here. Tom 
| rayed 
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raved like 2 in beat his breaft; tore his 
hair, ſtamped on the ground, and vowed the ut- 
moſt yengeance on all who had been concerned. - 
He then pulled off his coat, and buttoned it round 
her, put his hat upon her head, wiped the blood 
from ber face as well as he could, with his tang 
kerchief, and called out to the ſervant to ride as 8 
faſt as poſlible for a fide-ſaddle, or a Matar that -- 
he might carry her ſafe home. _ 

Mr Blifil objected to the ſending away the * 
vant, as they bad only one with them; but as 
Square ſeconded the order of Jones, he was ob- 
liged to comply. 

The ſervant returned i in a very ſhort time ür | 
the pillionz and Molly, having collected her rage 
as well as ſhe could, was placed behind him. In 
which manner ſhe was carried home, Square, Bli- 
i and Jones attending. 

Here Jones having received his coat, giving her 
a fly kiſs, and whiſpered her that he would. re- 
turn in the evening, quitted-his an. and rode 
on after * 6 | 


— 
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| Mr. LY had no ſooner apparelled herſelf in her 
11 accuſtomed rags, than her ſiſters began to 
fall violently upon her; particularly her eldeſt ſiſ- 
ter, who told her ſhe was well enough ſerved. 
Ho had ſhe the aſſurance to wear a gown which || 
young Madam Weſtern had given to. mother! If | 
one of us was to wear it, I think, ſays ſhe, I my - 
ſelf have the beſt right; but I warrant you think | 
it belongs to * beauty. I ſuppoſe you thin | 
"PL. I. 2 pourſelf n 
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alt more d than any of us“ Hand 
ber down the bit of glaſs from over the cupboard,” 
cries another; © Pd waſh the blood from my face 
before 1 talked of my beauty. © You'd better have 
minded what the parfon ſays,” cries the eldeſt, 
and not a-harkened after men voke.“ Indeed, 
child, and fo ſhe had,” ſays the mother ſobbing, 
© ſhe hath brought a diſgrace upon us all. She's 
the vurſt of the vamily that ever was a Whore.” 
© You need not upbraid me with that, mother, 
cries Molly; you yourſelf was brought to- bed of 
ſiſter there, within a week after you was married.” 
"© Yes,” buly,” anſwered the enraged mother, *.ſo 
I was, and what was the mighty matter of 'that ? 
I vas made an honeſt woman then; and if you 
eas to be made an honeſt woman, I ſhould not be 
"angry 3 but you muſt have to doing with a gentle- 
man, you naſty ſlut; vou will have a baſtard, huſ- 
Ty, you will; and that I defy any one to ſay of me.“ 
In this ſituation Black George found his family, 
nen he came home for the put poſe before men- 
tioned. As his wife and three daughters were all 
of them talking together, and moſt of them cry- 
ing, it was ſome time before he could get an op- 
portunity of being heard; but as ſoon as ſuch an 
interval occurred, he acquainted the company with 
what Sophia had- ſaid to him. 

Goody Seagrim then began to revile her daugh- 
ter afreſh. lere, ſays he, you have brought 
us into a fine quandary indeed. What will Ma- 
dam fay to that big belly? Oh, that ever I ſhould 
Jive to ſee this day!” 

Molly anſwered with great ſpirit; © And What 
is this mighty place-which you have got for me, 
father? (for he had not well underſtood the phraſe 
ated by 115 * . about her perſon) ; I ſup- 
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poſe it is to be under the cook; but I ſhan't waſh 
diſhes for any body. My gentleman will provide 
better for me. See what he hath” given me this 
afternoon: he hath promiſed T ſhall never want 
money; and you ſhan't want money neither, if 


you will hold your tongue, and know when you. 


are well.“ And ſo ſaying, ſhe pulled out ſeveral 
guineas, and gave her mother one of them. _ 
The good woman no ſooner felt the gold with- 
in her palm, than her temper began (ſuch is the 
efficacy of that panacea) to be mollified. * Why, - 
huſband, fays ſhe, would any but ſuch. a block- 
head as you not have enquired what place this was, 
before he had accepted it? Perhaps, as Molly 
ſays, it may'be in the kitchen; and truly I don't 
care my daughter ſhould be a ſcullion wench : for, 
poor as I am, I am a 'gentlewoman. And thof 
I was obliged, as my father, who was. a clergy- 
man, died worſe than nothing, and ſo could not 
give me a ſhilling of portion, to undervalue my- 
ſelf, by mae a poor man; yet I would have 
you to know I have a fpirit above all them things. 
Marry come up! it would better become Madam 
Weſtern to look at home, and remember what her 
own grandfather was. Some of my vamily, for ought” 
I know, might ride in their coaches, - when the 
grandfathers of ſome voke walked a-voot. I war- 
rant the fancies ſhe did a mighty matter, when 
ſhe ſent us that old gownd; ſome of my family 
would not have picked up ſuch rags in the ſtreet; 
but poor people are always trampled upon.—The. 
pariſh need not have been in ſuch a fluſter with. 
Molly.—You might have told. them, child, your 
r eee better things new out of the 
ſhop. 8. 85 
Well, but conſider, cried George, what an- 
8 „ er 
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ſwer ſhall 1 make to Madam“ 1 dou t know 
what anſwer,” ſays ſne. You are always bring- 
ing your family into one quandary or other. Do 
you remember when you ſhot the partridge, the 


_ occaſion of all our misfortunes ? Did not I adviſe 


4 never to go into Squire Weſtern's manor? 
id not I tell ou, many a good year ago, what 
would come of it ? But you would haye your own 
beadſtrong ways; yes, you would, you villain.— 
Black George was, in the main, a peaceable 
kind of fellow, and nothing choleric nor raſh; yet 
did he bear about him ſomething of what the an- 
- cients called iraſcible, and which his wife, if ſhe 
had been endowed with much wiſdom, would 
have feared. He had long experienced, that when 
the ſtorm grew very high, arguments were but 
wind, which ſerved rather to increaſe than to abate 
it. He was, therefore, ſeldom unprovided with 
a ſmall ſwitch, a remedy of wonderful force, as 
he had often effayed, and which the word villain 
ſerved as a hint for his applying. - 

No ſooner, therefore, had this ſymptom appear- 
ed, than he had immediate recourſe to the ſaid re- 
medy, which, though, as is uſual in all very 
efficacious medicines, it at firſt ſeemed to heighten 
and inflame the diſeaſe, ſoon produced a total calm, 
and reſtored the patient to perfect eaſe and tran- 
 quillity. 

This is, however, a kind of horſe medicine, 
which requires a very robuſt conſtitution to digeſt, 
and-is therefore proper only for the vulgar, unleſs 
in one ſingle inſtance, viz. where ſuperiority of birth 
breaks out, in which caſe, we ſhould not think it 
very improperly applied by any buſband whatever, 
i the application was not in itſelf ſo baſe, that, 
Ake certain applications of the "BY: yſical kind, * 

1 _ 
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need not be mentioned; it ſo much degrades and 
contaminates the band. employed in it, that no 
gentleman ſhould endure the thopght of apy thing 
ſo-low*and deteftable.. 

The whole family were ſoon reduced to a ſtate of 
perfect quiet; for the virtue of this medicine, like 
that of electricity; is often communicated throngh © 
one perſon” to many others, Who are not touched”. 
by the inſtrument. To ſay the truth; as they both 
operate by friction, it may be doubted whether 
there is not ſomething analogous between them, 
of which Mr Freke would do well to inquitre, be- 
fore he publiſhes the next edition of bis book. 

A council was now called, in which, after. ma- 
ny debates, Molly ſtill perſiſting that ſhe would 
not go to ſervice, it was at length reſolved, that 
Goody Seagrim herſelf ſhould wait on Miſs Weft-- 
ern, and endeavour to procure the place for her 
eldeſt daughter, ho declared great readinets to: 
accept ĩt: but Fortune, who” ſeems to have been 
an enemy to this little family, afterwards put ar 
tops to her Promotion. | 5 


8 NA F x 


A ory told by Mr Sipple, the curate. . as 
tration of Squire Weſtern. His great love for- 
bis daughter, and the return to it made by ber. 


PHE next morning 'Tom- Jones hunted Gels Mr 
Weſtern; and was at his return invited by 


that gentleman to dinnef.. - Fart 8352944 

The lovely Sophia ſhone forth that Jon with more 
gaiety and ſprighilineſs than uſual, Her 7 
was certainly jevehled at our hero; though, I 


N ſhe herſelf ſcarce yet knew her own” ine 
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Lady, your Ladyſhip o 
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tion; but if the had any deſign of charming bim, 
me now ſucceeded. 


'Mr Supple, the curate of Mc Allworthy? s pariſh, 
made one of the company. He was a good-na- 


tured, worthy man; but chiefly remarkable for 


his great taciturnity at table, though his mouth 
was never ſhut at it. In ſhort, he had one of the 
belt appetites.in the world. However,. the cloth. 
was no ſooner taken away, than he always made 
ſufficient amends for his ſilence; for he was a very 
hearty fellow; and his converſation was often en- 


tertaining, never offenſive. 


At his firſt arrival, which was immediately . 
fore the entrance of the roaſt beef, he had given 
an intimation, that he had brought ſome news 
with him, and was beginning to tell that be came 


that moment from Mr Allworthy's, when the ſight 


of the roaſt- beef ſtruck him dumb, l 
him only to ſay grace, and to declare, that he mu 
pay his reſpect. to the baronet 3. for ſo he called the 


- firloin. :- 


When dinner was over, being 3 by Sos. 
phia of his news, he 3 as follows: I 9 
rved.a young woman at 

church yeſterday at even-ſong, who was dreſt in- 
one of your outlandiſh;garments ;, I. think I-have 
ſeen your Ladyſhip in ſuch a one. However, in 


h the country,. ſuch. dreſſes are 


FKara avis in terris, nigrogue ſi des en: 
That is, Madam, as, much as to ſay, - 


A rare bird upon che earth, and _ like a pack 
Renn 


The verſe is in Juvenal: but to return to what 


; * Bag I. Was. ſaying ſuch garments are 


—— 


rare. 
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rare ights/in the country z and perchance too, it ; 
was thought the more rare, reſpect being had to 


the perſon who wore it, who, they tell me, is the 


daughter of Black George, your Worſhip's game- 
keeper, whoſe ſufferings, I ſhould have opined, 
might have taught him more wit, than to dreſs 
forth his wenches in ſuch gaudy apparel. She 
created fo much confuſion in the congregation, 
that if Squire Allworthy had not filenced it, it 
would have interrupted the ſervice : for I was once 
about to ſtop in the middle of the firſt leſſon.— 
 Howbeit, nevertheleſs, after prayer was over, and 
I was departed home, this occaſioned a. battle in 
the church-yard, where, amongſt other miſchief, 
the head of a travelling fiddler was very much 
broken. This morning the fiddler came to Squire 
Allworthy for a warrant, and the wench was 
brought before him. The Squire was inclined to 
have compounded matters; when, lo! on a ſud- 
den, the wench appeared (I aſk your Ladyſhip's 
pardon) to be, as it were, at the eve of bringing 
forth a baſtard. The Squire demanded of her 
who was the father? but ſhe pertinaciouſly. refuſ- 
ed to make any reſponſe; ſo that he was 9 5 to 
make her mittimus to Bride well, when I departed.“ 
And is a wench having a baſtard all your news, 
doctor ?* cries. Weſtern. I thought it might have 
been ſome public matter, ſomething about the 
nie fed en ge beet I do Sf 
J am afraid it is too common, indeed, an- 
ſwered the parſon; but 1 thought the whole ſto-- 
ry all together deſerved commemorating. As to 
national matters, your Worſhip knows them beſt. 
My concerns extend no farther than my own pariſh.” 
_*. Why, ay,” ſays the Squire, I believe 1. do 
know a little of that matter, as you ſay; but come, 
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Tommy, dri drink about; the bottle ſtands: with you.“ 
-Tom begged to be exouſed, for that he bad par- 
tieular buſineſs ; and getting up from table, e- 
ſcaped the clutehes of the ſquire, who was filing 
to ſtop him; and went off with 42 rer dr 
mony ex 
The ſquire en a: good ene er his en | 
ture; and then turning to the parſon, he cried 
out, I ſmoke it, I ſmoke it: Tom is certainly 
the veather of this baſtard. Zooks, parſon, you 
remember how he recommended the veather o' her 
tome —D—w un, what a fly b—eh tis. Ay, ay, 
as ſure ad twopence Tom is ebe veather of the 
| baſtard.” ? 
mould be very ſorry for that; I fays the parſon. 
Why ſorry? ? cries the ſquire, where is the 
mighty 1 o't? What, I ſuppoſe, doſt pre- 
tend that thee” haſt” never got a baſtard! Pox ! 
more good luck's thine: för I warrant haſt a 
done thergſor many's the good time and often.“ 
Four Wormip is pleafed to be jocular, anfwer- 
ed the parſon: but I do not only animadvert on 
the ſinfulneſs of the action; though that ſurely is 
to be greatly deprecated; but I fear his unright- 
ebuſneſs may iffure him with Mr Allworthy. 
And truly T muſt ſay, though he bath the charac- 
ter of being a little wild, I never” faw any harm 
in the young man; nor can I ſay I have heard any, 
"ſave what your Worſhip now mentions. I wiſh; 
indeed; he was little more regular in his reſpon- 
I. church j but D Beten | 


* 


5 i ee vultus pier ingenuigue blu is 


ber hö a chaſicat line; young lad! 7. and Nine . 


rendered 1 into Enghih, is; A lad of an ingenudus 
| COUNtenance,, 


; 
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countehance, and of an ingenuous modeſty v for 


this was a virtue ingreat repute both among the La- 


tins and Greeks. I muſt ſay the young gentleman 


(for ſo, I think, I may call him, notwithſtanding 
his birth) appears to me a very modeſt civil lad, 


and 1 ſhould be ſorry that he ſhould do himſelf any 


injury in Squire Allworthy's opinion.“ * 


* 


on 


Poogh! ſays the ſquire, injury with: All- "jj 
worthy 1 Why Allworthy loves a wench himſelf. 
Doth not all the country know whoſe ſon Tom 
is? You muſt talk to another perſon in that man- 


ner. I remember Allworthy at college. 
I thought,” ſaid the patſon, © he had never been 
at the univerſity. 


Tes, yes, he was,” ſays the 1 c and: ma- 


ny a wench have we two had together. As arrant 
a whoremaſter as any within five miles o* un. No, 
no. It will do'n no harm with he, aſſure your- 
ſelf z nor with any body elſe. Aſk Sophia there. 
—— You have not the worſe opinion of a young 


fellow for getting a baſtard, have you, girl? No 


no, the women will like un the better for't.? 
This was a cruel queſtion to poor Sophia. She 


had obſerved Tom's colour change at the parſon's 


tory 3 and that, with his haſty. and abrupt depar- 
ture, gave her ſufficient reaſon. to think her fa- 


ther's ſuſpicions not groundleſs. Her heart now, 


at once, diſcovered the great ſecret to her which 


it had been ſo long diſcloſing by little and little; 


and ſhe found herſelf highly intereſted in this 
matter. In ſuch a ſituation, her father's malapert 
queſtion-ruſhing ſuddenly upon her, produced ſome 
ſymptoms which might have alarmed a ſuſpicious 
heart; but, 'to do the ſquire juſtice, that was not 
his fault. When ſhe roſe, therefore, from. her 


nr, and told him, a hint from him was always 
2 | a ſufficient 
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* tee ang then; with St . 
7 of coumenaneey remarked,” That- it was better 
. to ſee a daughter over me eſt than over forward: 
. — N % ehh applauded bythe” 
4 353 
© There now enſued derihanabls 16 wire and the 
* + parſon à moſt excellent political difeotrfe: framed 
out of newſpapers and political pamphlets; in 
which they made a libation of four bottles of wine 
to the good of their country; and then the ſquice 
being faſt aſleep, the parſon Jigbred his pipe, 
mounted his horſe, and rode home. 
1 When the ſquire had finiſhed his balf-hour's 
+. nap, he ſummoned his "daughter to ber -harpſi- | 
chord; but ſhe begged to be excuſed that evening, 
on account of a violent head- ach. This remiſ- 
ſion was prefently granted: for indeed the ſeldom 
had occaſion to aſk him twice, as he loved her 
with ſuch ardent afftction, that by gratifying her, 
be commonly conveyed the higheſt gratification 
to himſelf. Sde was really what” he frequently 
called her, bis little darling, and ſhe well deſerv- 
ed to be ſo; for ſhe returned all his affection in 
the moſt ample manner. She had preſerved the 
moſt inviolable duty to bim in all things: and 
this her love made not only eaſy, but ſo delight- 
ful, that when one of her companions laughed at 
her for placing ſo much merit in ſuch ſcrupulous 
obedience; as that young lady called it, Sophia 
anſwered, You miſtake me, madam, if you 
think I value myſelf upon this account; for, be- 
ſides that I am barely diſcharging my duty, I am 
likewiſe pleaſing myſelf. I can truly ſay, I have 
no delight equal to that of contributing to my fa- 
thet's happineſs; and if I value myſelf, oo * 
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it. is on having this power, and not on executing.it,” 
This Was a datisfaCtion, however, which: poor 
Sophia was incapable of taſting this evening · „She 
therefore not only. deſired 8 be exquſed from — 
gattendance at the harpſicho cd, but. likewiſe ſbęgged 
ä thatche would Tuffer her.. to. abſent; herſelf from 
ſupper. To. this: cequeſt likewiſe, the Squire. a- 
reed, though not without ſome reluctance; for 
18 ſcarce ever permitted her. to be out of his fight, | 
, unleſs when he was engaged witb his. horſes, dogs, 
or bottle. Nevertheleſs, he yielded to the deſire 
of his dayghter, though the poor man was, at the 
ſame time, obliged. to avoid his own, company, 
(if I. may ſo expreſs myſelf,). by, ſending. for a 
neighboufing farmer to ke with. Mt : ants: 


Whos CHAP. * 


De narrow . of Molly 1 with e . 
fervations for which 9we have been fore ooh to. ? deve 


Pretty ny into nature. 


Jon Jones had, ridden. one * Mr Weſterw's 
borſes. that morning in the chace, ſo that 
having no horſe. of his on in the ſquire's ſtable, 
he was obliged to go home on his ſoot: this be did 
ſo: expeditiouſly, that he ran upwards of three 

miles within the half hour. 

Juſt as he arrived at Me Allworthy' 5 
. he met the conſtable and company, with 

olly in their poſſeſſion, whom they were con- 
ducting to that houſe where the inſerior ſort of 
people may learn one good leſſon, viz. reſpect and 
deference to their ſuperiors; ſince; it muſt ſhew 
them the wide diſtinction fortune intends be- 
tween, thoſe perſons who are to be . 
| their 


hp, 
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ie faults, and thoſe who ar not 3 which leſſon, 

it they do not learn, I am afraid they very rarely 

* any other e leſſon, or improve their mo- 
& ihe houſe of correction. 

by 20 may, perhaps, think Mr Allworthy 
Fes rye his authority a little in this inſtance. 

- Bands: to ſay the truth, I queſtion,” as here was no 

| ar information. before him, whether his con- 
dus was ſtrictiy regular. However, as his inten- 
tion was truly upright, he ought to be excuſed 
in foro conſcientiæ, ſince ſo many arbitrary acts are 
daily committed by magiſtrates who have. not this 
extcuſe to plead for themſelves. 

Tom was no ſoaner informed by the conſtable 
whither they were proceeding, (indeed he pretty 
well gueſſed it of himſelf,) than he caught Molly 

in his arms, and, embracing her tenderly before 

= them all, ſwore he would murder the firſt man 

1 ho offered to lay hold of her. He bid her dry 

| her eyes, and be comforted, for where-ever ſhe 

| went, he would accompany her. Then turning 

to the conſtable, who ſtood trembling with his bat 
off, he defired him, in a; very mild voice, to re- 
turn with him for a moment only to his father, 
(fo he now called Allworthy ;) for he durſt, he 
faid, be affured, that when. 1 had alleged what 
he had to ſay in her favour, the girl would * 
| diſcharg ed. 

The . who, I make no doubt, 4 
have ſurrendered his priſoner, had Tom demand- 
ed her, very readily conſented to this requeſt. So 
back the 3 went into Mr Allworthy's hall, where 
Tom defired them fo ſtay till his return, and then 
went himſelf in purſuit of the good man. As ſoon 
- as he was found, 'Tom threw himſelf ar his feet, 

and baring begged a patient N ime 
imſe 


8 
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Molly was then big. He intreated him to have 
compaſſion on the poor girl, and to conſider, if 
there was any guilt in che caſe, it lay principally 
If there is any guilt in the caſe l' anſwered 
Allworthy warmly, Are you then ſo profligate 
and abandoned a libertine, to doubt whether the 
breaking the laws of God and man, the corrupt- 
ing and ruining a poor girl, be guilt? I own in- 
deed, it doth ly principally upon you, and ſo 
heavy it is, that you ought to expect it ſhould. 
r oor of BL" 
Whatever may be my fate, fays Tom, let 
me ſucceed in my interceſhons for the poor girb 
I confeſs I have corrupted her; but whether ſne 
ſhall be ruined, depends on you. For Heaven's 
fake, Sir, revoke your warrant, and do not ſend 
her to a place which muſt unavoidably prove het᷑ 
GR . Too 160: 
Allworthy bid him immediately call a ſervants, 
Tom anſwered; there was no occaſion, for he had 
luckily met them at the gate, and, relying upon 
his goodneſs, had brought them all back into his 
Hall, where they now waited 'his final reſolution, 
which, upon his knees, he beſought him might be 
in favour of the girl; that ſhe might be permitted 
to go home to her parents, and not be expoſed: to a 
greater degree of ſhame and ſoorn than muſt ne- 
ceſſarily fall upon her. I know, ſaid he, that is 
too much; I know I am the wicked occaſion of it. 
Iwill endeavour to make amends, if poſſible 3 and 
if you ſhall have hereafter the goodneſa to forgive 
me, I hope 1 ſhall deferve itt. 
Allworthy heſitated ſome time, and at laſt ſaid, 
* Well, I will diſcharge my mittimus. Tou may 
Os _- #5 ."  n_ 
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vice of i incontinence. in ot 
much reaſon to imagine that there was not the leaſt 
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tend the conſtable to me. —He was. inſtantly cal- 


: uo diſcharged, and ſo was the girl. 


It will be lieved that Mr Allworthy failed not X 


to read Tom a very ſevere lecture on this occa- 


ſion; but it is unneceſſary. to inſert it here, as we 


bare faithfully tranſcribed what: he ſaid to Jenny 
Jones in the firſt book, moſt of which may be ap- 
0 


Y — 5 the men, equally with the women. 


an effe&t had theſe reproofs on the young 

man, who was no hardened ſinner, that he retir- 

ed to his own room, where he paſſed the evening 
_— in much melancholy contemplation. - 

Allworthy was ſufficiently offended by this tranf- 

of Jones; for, notwithſtanding the aſſer- 

tions of Mr Weſtern, it is certain this worthy 


man had never eee ene himſelf in any looſe plea- 


fures with women, and 1 y condemned the 
ers. Indeed, there is 


truth in what Mr Weſtern affirmed, eſpecially as 
he laid the ſcene of thoſe imputities at the univer- 


| Gty, where Mr Allworthy bad never been. In | 
fact, the good Squire was a little too apt to in- 


dulge i in that kind of pleaſantry which is generally 
called rhodomontade, but which may, with as 
much propriety, be expreſſed by a much ſhorter 


word; and, perhaps, we too o _ ſupply the uſe 
of this little monoſyllable by others, ſince very 


much of what frequently paſſes in the world for 
wit and humour, ſhould, in the ſtricteſt purity of 


language, receive that ſhort appellation, which, 
in conformity to the well · bred laws of cuſtom, I 


here ſuppreſs. 
But whatever geteſtation Mr Allworthy had to 


this or to any other vice, he was not ſo blinded 
by ty but ne. could diſcern en virtue in tbe 


uin 


— 


been no mixture of vice in the ſame character. 
While he was angry, therefore, with the inconti- 
nence of Jones, he was no leſs pleaſed with the 
honour and honeſty of his ſelf-accuſation-. He 
began now to form in his mind the ſame opinion 
of this young fellow which we hope our reader may 
have conceived. And in balancing his faults with 
his perfections, the latter ſeemed rather to pre- 
pon d..... 8 
It was to no purpoſe, therefore, that Thwackum, 
who was immediately charged by Mr Blifil with 
the ſtory, unbended all his rancour againſt poor 
Tom. Allworthy gave a patiènt hearing to their 
invectives, and then anſwered coldly, * That 
oung men of Tom's complexion were too general- 
bs addicted to this vice; but he believed that the 
youth was fincerely affected with what he had ſaĩd 
to him on the occaſion, and he hoped he would 
not tranſgreſs again.” So that, as the days of 
whipping were at an end, the tutor had no other 
vent but his own mouth for his gall, the uſual poor 
_ reſource of impotent revenne . 
But Square, who was a leſs violent, was a much 
more artful man; and as he hated Jones more, 
perhaps, than Thwackum himſelf did, fo he con- 
trived to do him more miſchief in the mind of Mr 
Allworthy. TEAR VA 4 
The reader muſt remember the ſeveral little in- 
cidents of the partridge, the horſe, and the bible, 
which were recounted in the ſecond book; by all 
which Jones had rather improved than injured the 
affection which Mr Allworthy was inclined to en- 
tertain for him. The ſame, I believe, muſt have 
happened to him with every other perſon who 
hath any idea of * generoſity, and great- 


— 
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neſs of ſpirit; that is to r, who bach any traces 
of oodneſs in his mind. 
1 himſelf was not ieee with the 
true impreſſion which thoſe ſeveral inſtances of 
goodneſs had made on the excellent heart of All- 
worthy; for the philoſopher very well knew what 
virtue was, though he was not always, perhaps, 
Ready in its purſuit; but as for Thwackum, from 
what reaſon I will not determine, no ſuch thoughts 
ever entered into his head: he ſaw Jones in a bad 
light, and he imagined Allworthy faw him in the 
Give: but that he was reſolved, from pride and 
tlubbornneſs of ſpirit, not to give up the boy whom 
he bad once cheriſhed, ſince, by ſo doing, he 
muſt tacitly acknowledge that his former opinion 


of bim bad been wrong. 


Square therefore embraced this opportunity of 
iwjuring Jones in the tendereſt part, by giving a 
very bad turn to all theſe before mentioned oc- 
currences. I am ſorry, Sir,” ſaid he, © to own 
I bave been deceived as well as yourſelf. I could 
not, I confeſs, help being pleaſed with what I 
aſcribed to the motive of friendſhip, though it 

Vas Carried to an exceſs, and all exceſs is faulty 
and vicious; but in this I made allowance for 
youth. Little did I ſuſpect that the facrifce of 
truth, which we both imagined to have been made 
to friendſhip, was, in reality, a proſtitution of it 
to a depraved and debauched appetite. You now 
plainly ſee whence all the ſeeming generoſity of 
this young man to the family of. the gamekeeper 
. proceeded. He ſupported the father, in order to 
corrupt the daughter, 'and preſerved the family 
from ſtarving, to bring one of them to ſhame and 
ruin. This is friendſhip! this is generofity ! As 
Sir ae Seele n ©. Gluttons who ned 
$84 8 
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high prices for delicacies, are. very worthy to be 
called generous.” In ſhort, I am reſolved, from 
this inftance, never to give way to the weakneſs 
of human nature more, nor to think any thing 
virtue, which doth not exactly quadrate with the 
unerring rule of right.“ 
The goodneſs of Allworthy had prevented thoſe 
conſiderations from occurring to himſelf ; yet were 
they too plauſible to be abſolutely and haſtily re- 
| jected, when laid before his eyes by another. In- 
deed what Square had faid ſunk very deeply into 
bis mind, and the uneaſineſs which it their creat- 
ed, was very viſible to the other ; though the good 
man would not acknowledge this, but made a 
very flight anſwer, and forcibly drove off the diſ- 
cont td ſome other ſubject. It was well, per- 
haps, for poor Tom, that no ſuch ſuggeſtions had 
been made before he was pardoned; for they cer 
tainly ſtamped in the mind of Allwortby the firſt x 
bad W concerning Jones. et? 


HAP. XIE. 


e . clarer matters; but which n 
from the ſame Je with es in a nn 
, bags . 


PHE dive will be leaſed, I believe, to re- 
turn with me to Sophia. She paſſed the nigbt 
after we ſaw her laſt, in no very agreeable man- 
ner. Sleep befriended her but little, and dreams 
leſs. In the morning, when Mrs Honour her 
maid attended her at the uſual our, the was: 
found already up and dreſt. ; 
Perſons who live two or three miles Alan 
in the country, are conſidered as next- door neigh- 
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bours, and tranſactions at the one houſe fly with 

incredible celerity to the other. Mrs Honour, 
| therefore, Hard heard the whole ſtory of Molty's 
mame: which ſhe, being of a very communicative 

temper, had no ſooner entered the apartment of 
her miſtreſs, than ſhe began to relate in the fol- 


Jowing manner: N 290g ; 
1 La, Maam, what doth your La*ſhip think? 
the girl that your La'ſhip ſaw at church on Sun- 
day, 'whom you thought fo handſome, though 
you would not have thought her ſo bandſome 
neither, if you had feen her nearer; but to be 
fure ſhe hath been carried before the juſtice for 
being big with child. She ſeemed to me to lock 
Uke a confident flut ; and to be fure ſhe hath laid 
the child to young Mr Jones. And all the pariſh 
fays Mr Allworthy is fo angry with young Mr 
Jones, that he won't ſee him. To be fure, one 
can't help pitying the poor young man, and yet 
he doth not deſerve much pity neither, for de- 
meaning himſelf with ſuch kind of trumpery.. 
Yet he is ſo pretty a gentleman, I ſhould be ſorry 
to have. him turned out of doors. I dares to ſwear 
the wench was as willing” as he; for ſhe was al- 
Ways a forward kind of body. And when wenches 
are ſo coming, young men are not ſo much to be 
blamed neithes, for to be ſure they do no more 
than what is natural. Indeed it is beneath them 
to meddle with ſuch dirty draggle-tails; and 
whatever happens to them, it is good enough for 
them. And yet to be ſare the vile baggages ate 
moſt in fault. I wiſhes, with all my heart, they 
were well to be whipped at the cart's tail; for it 
is pity they ſhould be the ruin of a pretty young 
-- gentleman ; and no body can deny but that Mr 
VCF. 
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Jones i is one bf the moſt handſomeſt young men 

chat ever—— 

She was running on th” when ein wich 

_ a more peeviſn voice than ſhe had ever ſpoken to 

her in before, cried, Prithee, why doſt thou 

nouble me with all this ſtuff? What concern have 

I in what Mr Jones doth? I ſuppoſe you are all 
 ulike': And you ſeem to me to be angry it was 
not your own caſe.” 

II, Ma am anſwered Mrs Honours! of 79 in 
ſorry your Ladyſhip ſhould have ſuch an opinion 
of me. I am ſure no body can ſay any ſuch i 

of me. All the young fellows in the world 

go to the devil for me. Becauſe I ſaid he was a 

handſome man I Every body ſays it as well as I. 

;o be ſure I never thought as it was any harm 

to ſay a young man was handſome; but to be 


ſure 1 mall never think him ſo any more now!; - 


for handſome e aalen den A beggar 
wench 
Stop thy torrent of Leica) cries So- 
phia, and ſee whether my nner wants me at 
breakfaſt.* 
Mrs Honour hen flung out of the room mut- 
tering much to herſelf, 0 which——* Marry 
come up, I aſſure you,” was all that could be 
u diſtinguiſhed; 41 
Whether Mrs Honour really e that uf. 
picion, of which her miſtreſs gave her a hint, is 
a matter which we cannot indulge. our reader's 
-curiolity by refolving. We will, however, mike 
bim amends, in ne what palled in che mind 
of Sophia. 
de Te reader will be pleaſed to s that 
'a ſecret affection for Mr Jones had inſenſ ibly 


- ſtolen into the boſom of this young lady; and that 
11 : N 3 it 
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te kad en grown'to. a pret r height before 
ſhe herſelf . ty . ſhe firſt be- 
£2 an to pereeive its ſymptons, the ſenſations were 
ſweet and-plealing, that ſhe had not reſolution 
ſufficient to check or repel them: and thus ſhe 
went on cheriſhing a paſſion, of which the never 
ones conſidered the conſequences. _ 
This incident relating to Molly firſt opened har 
eyes. She now firſt perceived bu weakneſs of 
Which ſhe had been guilty ; and though it cauſed 
the utmoſt perturbation in her mind, yet it had the 
effect of other nauſeous phyſic, and for the time 
expelled her diſtemper. Its operation indeed was 
moſt wonderfully quick; and in the ſhort interval, 
while her maid was abſent, ſo entirely removed 
all ſymptoms, that when Mrs Honour returned 
with a ſummons from her father, ſhe was become 
perfectly eaſy, and had brought herſelf to A 
thorough indifference for Mr Jones. 

The diſeaſes of the mind do in almoſt rr par- 
ticular imitate thoſe of the body. For which rea- 
ſon, we hope, that learned faculty, for whom we 

have fo profound a reſpect, will pardon us the 
violent hands we have been neceſſitated to lay on 
ſeveral words and phraſes whieh of right belong 
to them, and without which our deſcriptions mult 
have been often unintelligible. 
© Now there is no one circumſtance in which the 
: diſtempers of the mind bear a more exact analogy 
to thoſe which are called bodily, than that aptneſs 
- which both have to a relapſe. This is plain in the 
violent diſeaſes of ambition and avarice. I have 
known ambition, when cured at court by frequent 
: diſappointments, (which are the only phyſic for 
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it), to break out again in a conteſt for foreman of 
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_ 
man who had ſo far conquered avarice, as to give 
away many a ſixpence that _ comforted himſelf at 
laſt on his deatk-bed, by making a crafty and 
advantageous bargain, concerning his enſuing 
funeral, with an undectaker who PIE married his 
only child. 

In the affair of 1958 which, out of ülrict con- 
formity with the Stoic philoſophy, we: ſhall here 
treat as à diſeaſe, this proneneſs to relapſe is no 
leſs conſpicuous. - Thus it happened to Poor So | 
phia; upon whom, the very next time ſhe _ faw 5 
young Jones, all the former ſymptoms returned, | 

ud from that time cold ae hot firs ite 
fined her heart. = 

The ſituation of this young lads was now very 
Jiferen from what it had ever been before. That 
paſſion which had formerly been fo exquiſitely, 
delicious, became now a ſcorpion in her boſom, 
She reſiſted it therefore with her utmoſt force, 
and ſummoned. every argument her reaſon (which 
was ſurprifingly ſtrong for her age) could ſuggeſt, 
to ſubdue and expel it. In this ſhe ſo far ſucceed- 
ed, that ſhe began to hope from time and abſence 
= perfect cure. dhe reſolved therefore to 715 
Tom Jones as much as poſſible; for which 

poſe ſhe began to conceive a deſign of viſiting 1 al 
aunt, to which ſhe made no doubt of e 
| her father's conſent. 

But fortune who had other deſigns i in her head, 
put an immediate ſtop to any ſuch proceeding, by | 
mtroducing an accident, which will be related in 
. ent er. 5 ad: ene, 
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ul 8 3 befel Sop ibis.) The gal- 
ant Jebaviour of Jones, and the more dreadful con- 
. FA that behaviour to the young lady ; with 

Race grefſion i in 3 ef i the female fex. $0. 


* R Weſtern grow every day * and "IE 
of Sophia, inſomuch that his beloved dogs 


8 


themſelves almoſt gave place to her in his affec- 


tions; but as he could not prevail on himſelf to aban- 
cunningly to enjoy 


their company, together with that of his daughter, 


by inſiſting on ber riding a-bunting with him. 


Sophia, to whom her father's word was a law, 
readily complied with his defires, though ſhe had 
not the leaſt delight in a fport which was of too 
rough and maſculine a nature to ſuit with her diſ- 

ion. She had, however, another motive, be- 

de her obedience, to accompany the old gentle- 
man in the chace; for, by her preſence, ſhe' ho- 
ped in ſome meaſure to reſtrain his impetuoſity, 


and to prevent him from fo frequently expoſing 


his neck to the utmoſt hazard. 

The ſtrongeſt objection was that which would 
have formerly been an inducement to her, name- 
ly, the frequent meeting with young Jones, whom 
ſhe had determined to avoid :- but, as the end of 
the hunting-ſeaſon now approached, ſhe hoped, 


by a ſhort abſence. with ber aunt, to reaſon her- 


felf entirely out of her unfortunate paſſion ; and 
bad not any doubt of being able to meet him in 
the field the ſubſequent ſeaſon without the ee 
„ 
Gn the ſecond day of her hunting, as ſhe was 


rn from the chace, and was arri red with- 
in 
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in a little diſtance from Mr Weſtern's houſe, h 
toe, whoſe mettleſomè ſpirit required a better 


rider, fell ſuddenly to prancing and capering in. | 


ſuch a manner, that ſhe was in the moſt immi- 
nent peril of falling. Tom Jones, who was at 2 
little diſtance behind, ſaw this, and immediately 


galloped up to her aſſiſtanre. As ſoon as be came 


up, he leapt from his own horſe, and caught hold 


of her's by the bridle. - The unruly beaſt. preſent- 
1 reared pinmſelf on end on his hind legs, and 
threw his lovely burden from his back, and Jones 


cau ht her in his arms. 


he was ſo affected with the fright, that the f 


was not immediately able to ſatisfy Jones, h 


was very ſolicitous to know whether ſhe. had re- 


ceived any hurt. She ſoon after, however, re- 


covered her ſpirits, aſſured him ſhe was ſafe, and 
thanked him for the care he had taken of her. 


Jones anſwered, * If I have preſerved you, Ma- 
dam, I am ſufficiently repaid ;. for I promiſe you 
I would have ſecured you from the leaſt harm, at 
the expence of a much greater misfortune to my- 

ſelf than I have ſuffeced on this occalion.* _ 
Wbat misfortune ?” replies Sophia, eagerly 
© T hope you have come to no miſchief !* 


_ © Be not concerned, Madam, anſwered Jones; : 


© Heaven be praiſed you have : eſcaped ſo well, con- 
ſidering the danger you was in. If I have broke 
my arm, I conſider it as a trifle, in e of 
what I feared upon your account.” 

Sophia then {creamed out, Broke your arm! 


Heaven forbid l'“ | 
I am afraid I have, Madam,” ſays Jones; but 


I beg you will ſuffer me firſt to take care of you. 
oY 


** Wr a 4 dt hand 5 at your ſervice, to help 
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8 into the next field, whence we have but A 
of little walk to your father's houſe? 
Sophia ſceing bis left arm dangling by his fi ade, 
| while he was uſing the other to lead her, no long- 
er doubted of the truth. She now grew much 
paler than her fears for herſelf had made her be- 
fore. All her limbs were ſeized with a trembling, 
inſomuch that Jones could ſcarce ſupport her: and 
as her thoughts were in no lefs agitation, ſhe could 
| 0 refrain from giving Jones a look fo full of ten- 
erneſs, that it almoſt argued a ſtronger ſenſation 
in her mind, than even gratitude and pity united 
can raiſe in the gell female boſom, without 
the aſſiſtance of a third more powerful paſſion. 
Mr Weſtern, who was advanced at ſome dif. 
tance when this accident happened, was now re- 
turned, as were the reſt of the horſemen. So- 
By immediately acquainted them with what had 
efallen Jones, and begged them to take care of 
him. Upon which, Weſtern, who had been much 
alarmed by meeting his daughter s horſe without 
its rider, and was now overjoyed to find her un- 
hurt, cried out, I am glad it is no worſe; if Tom 
hath broken his arts, we will get a Joiner to mend 
un again. | 
"> The; Squire alighted from his horſe, and pro- 
ceeded to his houſe on foot, with his daughter and 
Jones. An impartial ſpectator, who had met them 
on the way, would, on viewing their ſeveral coun- 
tenances, have concluded Sophia alone to have 
been the object of compaſſion; for as to Jones, 
he exulted in having probably ſaved the life of the 
Joung lady, at the price only of a broken bone; 
r- Weſtern, though he was not unconcerned 


zt "the aeeidenr which bad vetatien Jones, 'was, 
k & however > 


* 
* 
5 


Chap. 13. A FOUNDLING. 205 
however, delighted in a much higher degree with 
the fortunate eſcape of his daughter. 
The generoſity of Sophia's temper conſtrued 
this behaviour of Jones into great bravery; and 
it made a deep impreſſion on her heart; for cer= - 
tain it is, that. there is no one quality which ſo 
generally recommends men to women as this; 
proceeding, if we believe the common opinion, 
from that natural timidity of the ſex: which is, 
ſays Mr Oſborne, * fo great, that a woman is the 
moſt cowardly of all the creatures God ever made. 
A ſentiment more remarkable for its bluntneſs 
than for its truth. Ariſtotle, in his politics, doth 
them, I believe, more juſtice, when he ſays, The 
modeſty and fortitude of men differ from thoſe 
virtues in women; for the fortitude which be- 
comes a woman, would be cowardice in a man; 
and the modeſty which becomes a man, would be 
pertneſs in a woman.' Nor is there, perhaps, 
more of truth in the opinion of thoſe who derive 
the partiality which women are inclined to ſhew 
to the brave, from this exceſs of their fear. Mr 
Bayle (I think, in his article of Helen) imputes 
this, and with greater probability, to their violent 
love of glory; for the truth of which, we have the 
authority of him, who, of all others, ſaw fartheſt 
into human nature; and who introduces the he- 
rojne of his Odyfley, the great pattern of matri= 
monial love and conſtancy, aſſigning the glory of ? 
ber huſband as the only ſource of her affeckion to- 
wards him*®, ET, 1 PE EN 
However this be, certain it is that the accident 
operated very ſtrongly on Sophia; and, indeed, 
after much inquiry into the matter, I am inclined 
l Vol. I. 8 | ; | to 
The Engliſh reader will not find this in the 
Entiment is entirely left out in the trauſlation, e 
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to "WO that at this very time the charming So- 
=. made no leſs impreſſion on the heart of Jones; 
- to ſay truth, he had for ſome time become ſenſi- 
be . * e PATE of * n { 


"I 


* CHAP. XIV. 


* 


mY arriua 25 a ſurgeon. His 8 2 "nd. a 


* dialogue between Sephia and ber maid. tk 


"HEN they arrived in Mr Weſtern's ball, So- 
phia, who had tottered along with much 
Areal, ſunk down in a chair; but, by the aſ- 
fiſtance of bartſhorn and water, ſhe was prevent- 
ed from fainting away, and had pretty well reco- 
vered her ſpirits, when the ſurgeon, who was ſent 
for to Jones, appeared. Mr Weſtern, who im- 
puted theſe ſymptoms in his daughter to ber fall, 
adviſed her to be preſently blooded by way of pre- 
vention. In this opinion he was ſeconded by the 
ſurgeon, who gave ſo many reaſons, for bleeding, 
and quoted fo many caſes where perſons had miſ- 
carried for want of it, that the ſquire became very 
importunate, and indeed inſiſted peremptocily that 
his daughter ſhould be blooded. 
Sophia foon yielded to the commands of her fa- 
ther, though entirely contrary to her own inclina- 
tions: for ſhe ſuſpected, I believe, leſs danger 
from the fright, than either the ſquire or the ſur- 
geon. She then ſtretched out her beautiful arm, 
and the operator began to prepare for his work. 
While the ſervants were buſied in providing 
materials, the furgeon, who imputed the back- 
wardneſs which had appeared in Sophia to her 
fears, began to comfort her with aſſurances that 


there was not _ leaſt danger; for no . 
— c 


* 
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he faid, could ever happen in bleeding, but from 
the monſtrous ignorance of pretenders to ſurgery, 
which he pretty plainly infinuated was not at pre- 
fent to be apprehended. Sophia declared ſhe was 
not under the leaſt apprehenſion ; adding, If you 
open an artery, I promiſe you Ill forgive you. 
Will you ?? cries Weſtern, D—n me, if I will; 
if he does thee the leaſt miſchief, d—n me if I 
don't ha' the heart's blood o'un out.” The ſur- 
geon aſſented to bleed her upon theſe conditions, 
and then proceeded to his operation, which he per- 
formed with as much dexterity as he had promiſ- 
ed; and with as much quickneſs; for he took but 
little blood from her, ſaying, it was much ſafer 
to bleed again and again, than to take away too 
much at once. e 5 ZE 
Sophia, when her arm was bound up, retired : 
for ſhe was not willing (nor was it, perhaps, ſtrict- 
ly decent) to be preſent at the operation on Jones. 
Indeed one objection which ſhe had to bleeding, 
(though ſhe did not make it) was the delay which 
it would occaſion. to ſetting the broken bone. For 
Weſtern, when Sophia was concerned, had no conſi- 
deration but for her; and as for Jones himſelf, he 
© {at like patience on a monument ſmiling at grief.” 
To fay the truth, when he ſaw the blood ſpring- 
ing from the lovely arm of Sophia, he ſcarce thought 
of what had happened to himſelf. | 
The ſurgeon now ordered his patient to be ſtript 
to his ſhirt, and then entirely baring the arm, he 
began to ſtretch and examine it, in ſuch a manner, 
that*the tortures he put him to, cauſed Jones to 
make ſeveral wry faces; which the ſurgeon obſery- 
ing, greatly wondered at, crying, What is the 
matter, Sir? I am ſure it is impoſſible I ſhould 
hurt you.” And then holding forth the broken 
© "WW 2 arm, 
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arm, he began a long and very learned lecture of 
anatomy, in which fimple and double fractures 
"were moſt accurately conſidered; and the feveral | 
Ways in which Jones might have broken his arm 
were diſcuſſed, with proper annotations, ſhewing 
how many of theſe would have been better, and 
how many worſe than the preſent 'caſe. 
Having at length finiſhed his laboured harangue, 
with which the audience, though it had greatly 
raiſed their attention and admiration, were not 
much ediñed, as they really underſtood not a 
fſingle ſyllable of- all he had ſaid, he proceeded to 
buſineſs, which he was more expeditious in finiſh- 
ing than he had been in beginning. 3 
Jones was then ordered into a bed, which Mr 
Weſtern compelled him to accept at his own 
houſe, and ſentence of water-gruel was paſſed up- 
on him. 1 . 5 
Among the good company which had attended 
in the hall during the bone-ſetting, Mrs Honour 
was one: who being ſummoned to her miſtreſs as 
ſoon as it was over, and aſked by her how the 
young gentleman did, preſently launched into ex- 
travagant praiſes on the magnanimity, as ſhe call- 
ed it, of his behaviour; which, ſhe ſaid, © was ſo 
charming in ſo pretty a creature. She then burſt 
forth into much warmer encomiums on the beauty 
of his perſon; enumerating many particulars, and 
ending with the whitneſs of his ſkin. 
This diſcourſe bad an effect on Sophia's coun- 
tenance, which would not perhaps have eſcaped 
the obſervance of the ſagacious waiting-woman, 
had ſhe once looked her miſtreſs in the face all 
the time ſhe was ſpeaking : but as a looking-glaſs, 
which was moſt commodiouſly placed oppoſite to 
her, gave her an opportunity of ſurveying thoſe 
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| features, in which, of all others, ſhe took moſt de- 
light; fo ſhe had not once removed her eyes from 
that amiable object during her whole ſpeech. 
Mrs Honour was ſo entirely wrapped up in the 
ſubje& on which ſhe exerciſed her tongue, and the 
object before 3 that ſhe gave her miſtreſs 
time to conquer her confuſion; which having 
done, ſhe ſmiled on her maid, and told her, She 
was certainly in love with this young fellow: I 
in love, Madam ' anſwers ſhe; upon my word, 
Ma'am, I aſſure you, Ma'am, upon my ſoul, Ma'am, 
I am not.“ Why, if you was,” cries her miſtreſs, 
© I ſee no reaſon that you ſhould be aſhamed of it; 
for he is certainly a pretty fellow.“ Yes, Ma'am, 
anſwered the other, that he is, the moſt handſome. - 
eſt man Jever ſaw-in my life. Yes, to be ſure, 
that he is, and, as your Ladyſhip ſays, I don't 
know why I ſhould be aſhamed of loving him, 
though he is my betters. To be ſure, gentle folks 
are but fleſ and blood, no more than us ſervants. 
Beſides, as for Mr Jones, thof Squire Allwor- 
thy hath made a gentleman of him, he was not ſo 
good as myſelf by birth: for thof I am a- poor 
body, I am an honeſt perſon's child, and my fa- 
ther and mother were married, which is more 
than ſome people can ſay, as high as they hold 
their heads. Marty come up! I aſſure you, my 
dirty couſin; thof his ſkin be ſo white, and, to 
be ſure, it is the moſt whiteſt that ever was ſeen, 
I am a Chriſtian as well as he, and nobody can 
fay that I am baſe born; my grandfather Was a 
clergyman*, and would have been very angry; I 


his is the ſecond perſon of low condition whom we have 
recorded in this hiſtory to have ſprung from the; clergy. It ig 
to be hoped ſuch inſtances, will, in future ages, when ſome pro- 
viſion is made for the families of the inferior clergy, appear 


ſtranger than they can be thought at preſent. 
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believe, to have thought any of his family ſhould 
have taken up with Molly Seagrim's dirty leavings. 
Pethaps Sophia might have ſuffered her maid to 
tun on in this manner, from wanting ſufficient 
ſpirits to ſtop her tongue, which the reader may 
probably conjecture was no very eaſy taſk; for 
certainly there were ſome. paſſages in her ſpeech 
which were far from being agreeable to the lady. 
However, ſhe now checked the torrent, as there 
ſeemed no end of its flowing. I wonder,” ſays 
ſhe, at your aſſurance in daring to talk thus of 
one of my father's friends. As to the wench, I 
order you never to mention her name to me. And, 
with regard to the.young gentleman's birth, thoſe 
who can ſay nothing more to his diſadvantage, 
may as well be filent on that head, as I deſire you 
will be for the future.“ . — 
1 am forry I have offended your Ladyſhip,' 
anſwered Mrs Honour; I am ſure I hate Molly 
Seagrim as much as your Ladyſhip*can; and as 
for abuſing Squire Jones, I can call all the ſer- 
pants in the houſe to witneſs, that whenever any 
talk bath been about baſtards, I have always taken 
his part; for which of you, ſays I to the foot- 
man, would not be a baſtard if he could, to be 
made a gentleman of? and, ſays I, I am ſure he 
is a very fine gentleman ; and he hath one of the 
whiteſt hands in the world: for, to be ſure ſo he 
hath; and, ſays I, one of the ſweeteſt temperedeſt, 
| beſt naturedeſt men in the world he is; and, ſays I, 
ll the ſervants. and neighbours all around the 
country loves him. And, to be ſure, I could tell 
. your Ladyſhip ſomething, but that I am afraid it 
would offend: you.'—* What could you tell me, 
Honour? ſays Sophia. © Nay, Ma'am, to be ſure 
de meant nothing by it, therefore I would 955 
, „ e 


have your Ladyſhip be offended.'—* Prithee, tell 


me, ſays Sophia.—I will know it this inſtant 
Why, Ma'am, anſwered Mrs Honour, he came 
into the room, one day laſt week when I was at 
work, and there lay your Ladyſhip's muff on a 
chair; and, to be ſure, he put his hands into it, 
that very muff your Ladyſhip gave me but yeſter - 
day: La, ſays I, Mr Jones, you will ſtretch my 
Lady's muff, and ſpoil it; but he ſtill kept his 
hands in it, and then he kiſſed it, — to be ſure, I 
hardly ever ſaw ſuch a kiſs in my life as he gave 
it I ſuppoſe he did not know it was mine, re- 
lied Sophia. Your Ladyſhip ſhall hear, Ma'am. 
He kiſſed it again and again, and ſaid it was the 
prettieſt muff in the world“ I. a I Sit, ſays. I, 
you have ſeen it an hundred times. Yes, Mis 
Honour, cried he; but who can ſee any thing 
beautiful in the preſence of your Lady but herſelf ; 
nay, that's not all neither; but I bope your Lady- 
ſhip won't be offended, for, to be ſure, he meant 
nothing. One day as your Ladyſhip was playing 
on the harpſichord to my maſter, Mr Jones was 
ſitting in the next room, and methought he look- 
ed melancholy. La! ſays I, Mr Jones, what's the 
matter! a penny for your thoughts, ſays IJ. Why, 
huſly,” ſays he, ſtarting up from a dream, What 
can I be thinking of, when that angel your miſ- 
treſs, is playing?“ and then ſqueezing me by the 
band— Oh, Mrs Honour, ſays he, how happy 
will that man be! and then he ſighed; upon 
my troth his breath is as ſweet as a noſegay 
but, to be ſure, he meant no harm by it; ſo J hope 
your Ladyſhip will not mention a word; for he 
gave me a crown never to mention it, and made 
me ſwear upon a book; but I believe, indeed, it 
Was not the Bible. e pe | 
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Till ſomething of a more beautiful red than ver- 
milion be found out, I ſhall ſay nothing of So- 
Phia's colour on this occaſion. * Honour, ſays 

ſhe, 1 — if you will not mention this any more 
to me, — nor to any body elſe, I will not betray 
you, —I mean I will not be angry; but I am afraid 

of your tongue; Why, my giel, will you give 

it ſuch liberties? © Nay, Ma'am, anſwered the, 
to be fure, I would ſooner cut out my tongue than 
offend-your Ladyſhip,—to be ſure, I ſhall never 
mention a word that your Ladyſhip would not 
have me. Why, I would not have you mention 
this any more, ſaid Sophia; for it may come to 
my father's ears, and he would be angry with Mr 
Jones, though I really believe, as you ſay, he 
meant nothing. I ſhould be very angry myſelf if 
I imagined'—* Nay, Ma'am, ſays Honour, I pro- 
teſt, I believe he meant nothing. I thought he 
talked as if he was out of his ſenſes; nay, he ſaid 
be believed he was befide himſelf when he had 
ſpoken the words. © Ay, Sir, ſays I, I believe 
ſo too.“ © Yes, ſays he, Honour, —“ but I aſk 
your Ladyſhip's pardon; I could tear my tongue 
dut foroffending you.“ Go on, ſays Sophia, you 
may mention any thing you have not told me be- 
fore.” '* Yes, Honour, ſays he, (this was ſome- 
time afterwards, when he gave me the crown), 
I am neither ſuch a coxcomb, or ſuch a villain, as 
to think of her in any other light but as my god- 
deſs; as ſuch I will always worſhip and adore her 
while I have breath.'—* This was all, Ma'am, 1 

Will be ſworn, to the beſt of my remembrance. 

I 'Was in a paſſion with myſelf, till I found he 
meant no harm.“ Indeed, Honour, ſays Sophia, 
I believe you have a real affection for me; I was 
provoked the other day, when I gave you SR ; 
op | ut 
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but if you have a deſire to ſtay with me, you 
| ſhall.* To be ſure, Ma'am, anſwered Mrs Ho- 
nour, I ſhall never deſire to part with your Lady- 
ſhip. To be ſure, I almoſt cried my eyes out when 
| you gave me warning. It would be very ungrate- 

ſul in me to deſire to leave your Ladyſhip; be- 
cauſe, as why, I ſhould never get ſo good a place 
again. I am ſure I would live and die with your 
Ladyſhip—for, as poor Mr Jones ſaid, * Happy is 


the man—- | . 1 
Here the dinner-bell interrupted a con verſation 
which had wrought ſuch an effect on Sophia, 
that ſhe was, perhaps, more obliged to her bleed- 
ing in the morning, than ſhe, at the time, had 
apprehended ſhe ſhould be. As to the preſent ſi- 
tuation of her mind, I ſhall adhere to a rule of 
Horace, by not attempting to deſcribe it, from 
deſpair of ſucceſs. Moſt of my readers will ſug- 
geſt it eaſily to themſelves ; and the few who can- 
not, would not underſtand the picture, or, at 
lens would deny it to be natural, if ever ſo well 
TaWwile ; 
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Conaing a Portion of time, ſomewhat 
| _ Kage than half a year. 


CHAP. I. 


07 THE : Sez00s/ in writing, and for wha? pur: 
unn there may be no parts in this 
prodigious work which will give the reader 


Hoſe it is introduced. 

P*: leſs pleaſure in the peruſing, than thoſe which 
have given the author the eig pains in com- 
poſing. Among theſe probably, may be reckon- 
ed thoſe initial eſſays which we have prefixed to 
the hiſtorical matter contained in every book; and 
which we have determined to be eſſentially neceſ- 
ary to this kind of writing, of which we have ſect 

®. a es at the head. 
For this our determination we do not hold our- 
ſelves ſtrictly bound to aſſign any reaſon; it being 


abundantly ſufficient that we have laid it down as 
a rule neceſſary to be obſerved in all Profaic-comic- 


epic- 


. . 
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epic-writing. Who ever demanded the :reaſons 
of that nice unity of time or place which is now 
eſtabliſhed to be ſo eſſential to dramatic poetry? 
What critic: hath been ever aſked, why a play may 
not contain two days as well as one? or why the 
audience (provided they travel, like electors, with- 
out any expence) may not be wafted fiſty miles as 
well as five? Hath any commentator well ac- 
counted for the limitation which an ancient critic 
hath ſet to the drama, which he will have contain 
neither more nor leſs than five acts? Or hath 
any one living attempted to explain, what the mo- 
dern judges of our theatres mean by that word 4 
Low; by which they have happily ſucceeded in 
baniſhing all humour from the ſtage, and bave 
made the theatre as dull as a drawing - room? Up- 
on all theſe occaſions, the world ſeems to have em- 
braced a maxim of our law, viz. Cuicunque in arte 
ſua perito eredendum et for it ſeems, perhaps, dif- 
ficult to conceive that any one ſhould have had e- 
nough of impudence to lay down dogmatical rules 
in any art or ſcience without the leaſt foundation. 
In ſuch cafes, therefore, we are apt to conclude, 
there are ſound and good reaſons at the bottom, 
though we are unfortunately not able to fee ſo far. 
Now, in reality, the world have paid too great 
a compliment to critics, and have imagined them 9 
men of much greater profundity than they really; 
are. From this complaiſance, the critics have ,* | 
been emboldened to aſſume a dictatorial power, © 
and have ſo far ſucceeded, that they are now be- 
come the maſters, and have the aſſurance to 5 


' 
>” 


laws to thoſe authors, from whoſe predeceſſor 
they originally received them. RE 
Ik!) be critic, rightly conſidered, is no more than 
the clerk, whoſe office it is to tranſcribe 9 
8 an 


— 
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and laws laid down by thoſe great jalges, whoſe ; 
vaſt ſtrength of genius hath placed them in the 
light of legiflators, in the feveral ſciences over 
which they preſided. This office was all which 
the critics of old afpired to; nor did they ever 
dare to advance a ſentence, without ſupporting it 
by the i of the Judge from whence it was 
r e 

But in proceſs oh time, and in ages of igno- 
trance, the clerk began to invade the power, and 
aſſume the dignity of his maſter. The laws of 
writing were no longer founded on the practice 
of the author, but on the dictates of the critic. 
The clerk became the legiſlator, and thoſe very 
peremptorily gave laws whoſe buſineſs it was at 
firſt only to tranſcribe them. t 

_ Hence aroſe an obvious, and, perhaps, an un- 
avoidable error; ſor theſe critics, being men of 
ſhallow capacities, very eaſily miſtook mere form 
for ſubſtance. They acted as a judge would, who 
ſhould adhere to — lifeleſs letter of law, and re- 
ject the ſpirit. Little circumſtances, which were, 
perhaps, accidental in a great author, were, by 
theſe critics, conſidered to conſtitute his chief me- 
rit, and tranſmitted as eſſentials to be obſerved by 
all his ſucceſſors. To theſe encroachments, time 
and ignorance, the two great ſupporters of im- 
poſture, gave authority; and thus, many rules 
for good writing have been eſtabliſhed, which 
+ have not the leaſt foundation in truth or nature; 
and which commonly ſerve for no other purpoſe 
than to curb and reſtrain genius, in the ſame 
manner as it would have reſtrained the dancing- 
maſter, had the many excellent treatiſes on that 
art laid it down as an eſſential rule, that every 
man muſt dance in chains. T7 

| 0 
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Jo avoid, therefore, all imputation of laying 
down a rule for poſterity, founded only on the au- 
thority of % dixit, for which, to ſay the truth, 
we have not the profoundeſt veneration, we ſhall 
here wave the privilege above contended for, and 
proceed to lay before the reader the reaſons which 
| have induced us to interſperſe theſe ſeveral digreſ- 
ive eſſays, in the courſe of this work. . 
And here we ſhall of neceſſity be led to open a 
new vein of knowledge, which, if it hath been 
_ diſcovered, hath not, to our remembrance, been 
wrought on- by any ancient or modern writer. 
This vein is no other than that of contraſt, which 
runs through all the works of the creation, and 
may probably have a large ſhare in conſtituting 
in us the idea of all beauty, as well natural as ar- 
tificial : for what demonſtrates the beauty and ex- 
_ cellence of any thing, but its reverſe? Thus the 
beauty of day, and that of ſummer, is fet off by 
the horrors of night and winter. And, I believe, 
if it was poſſible for a man to have ſeen only the 
two former, he would have a very imperfect idea 
of their beauty. V 
But to avoid too ſerious an air : can it be doubt. 
ed but that the fineſt woman in the world would 
loſe all the benefit of her charms in the eye of a 
man who had never ſeen one of another caſt ? 
The ladies themſelves ſeem ſo ſenſible of this, that 
they are all induſtcious to procure foils z nay, they 
will become foils to themſelves: for I have ob- 
ſerved (at Bath particularly) that they endeavour to 
appear as ugly as poſſible in the morning, in order 
to ſet off that beauty which they intend to ſhew 
you in the evening. i 
Moioſt artiſts have this ſecret in practice, though - 
ſome, perhaps, have not much ſtudied the the- 
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ry. The jeweller knows that the fineſt brilliant 


requires à foil; and the painter, by the contraſt 
of his figures, often acquires great applauſe. | 
A great genius among us will illuſtrate this 
matter fully. I cannot, indeed, range him under 
any general head of common artiſts, as he hath a 


title to 1 er among thoſe *, $25 6-000 70 


been. qui vitam excoluere per artes.. | 15 - : 
WY by invented arts have life. improv'd. ,” 


1 mean here-che inventor $4 chat moſt exquiſite 
roar. called the Engliſh Pantomime. 
This entertainment conſiſted of two parts, 
which the inventor diſtinguiſhed by the names of 
the Serious and the Comic. The ſerious exhibited 
à certain number of Heathen gods and heroes, 
who were certainly the worſt and dulleſt company 
into which an audience was ever introduced, and, 
(wbich-was a ſecret known to few), were aQtually 
intended, _ to be, in order to contraſt the comic 
part of the entertainment, and to diſplay the tricks 
of Harlequin to the better advantage. 

This was, perhaps, no very civil uſe of ſuch 
peflonag es; but the contrivance was, neverthe- 
 lefs,, ingenious enough, and had its effect. And 
this will now plainly. appear, if, inſtead of ſerious 
and comic, we ſupply the words duller and dul- 
leſt; for the comic was certainly duller than any 
thing before ſhewn on the ſtage, and could be ſet 
off ls by that ſuperlative degree of dulneſs which 

compoſed the ſerious. So intolerably ſerious, in- 
deed, were theſe gods and heroes, that Harlequin, 
{though the Engliſh, gentleman, of that name is 


Yo ah; a * related to * French N for he 
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is of a much more ferious diſpofition), Was always 
welcome on the ſtage? as he relieved the audience 


from worſe company. * 


Judicious writers have always practiſed this art 
of contraſt with great ſucceſs. © I have been ſur- 
2 that Horace ſhould cavil at this art in Ho- 
mer; but indeed he contradicts himſelf 1 in "HE? ve- 


"Indi gnor + glaſs bonus en Hoo" 
Verum opere in longo fas eff obrepere ſemnum. 12 


41 grieve if cer great Homer chance to gesp: 
On Yet ſlumbers on long works have right to creep. , 


For we are not here to underſtand; a8, SEASIDE 
ſome have, that an author actually falls aſleep 
while he is writing. It is true that readers are 
too apt to be ſo overtaken ; but if the work was 
as long as any of Oldmixon, the author himſelf 
is too well entertained to be ſubject to the leaſt 
drowſineſs. He i is, as Mr Pope obſerves, | of 


12 bb 4s 2 


Sl 75 himſel, 5 to give his ' readers ſuch. 165 
os b ſay the truth, theſe ſoporific parts are fo 


many ſcenes of ſerious artfully interwoven, in or- 
der to contraſt and ſet off the reſt ; and this is the 
true meaning of a late facetious writer, who tol 
the public, That whenever he was dull, they might 
be aſſured there was a deſign in it. 

In this light, then, or rather in this darkneſs; iy 
would have the reader to conſider theſe initial el 
ſays. And after this warning, if he ſhall be 'of 
opinion, that he can find enough of ſerious in o- 
ther parts of this W he * 12 over theſe, 
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which we prof profeſs to be Idborioully dull, and 
gin the following books at the ſecond chapter. 


"CHAP. I, 


Jo avbich M; r 7. 5 receives many friendly viſits dur-· 
ing his confinement ; with ſome fine 2% of _ 
paſſion of love, ſcarce viſt of ble zo the naked 3 


q JONES had many Aten during his « 88 
finement, though ſome, perhaps, were not 
very agreeable. to him. Mr Allworthy ſaw him 
almoſt every day: but though he pitied Tom's ſuf- 
ferings, and greatly approved the gallant behavi- 
our which had occaſioned them, yet be thought this 
was a favourable opportunity to bring him to a 
ſober ſenſe of his indiſcreet conduct, and that 
wholeſome advice for that purpoſe could never be 
ied at a more proper ſeaſon than at the preſent, 


| when: the mind was ſoftened by pain and ſickneſs, 


and alarmed by danger; and when its attention 
was unembarraſſed with thoſe turbulent paſſions 


wp engage us in the purſuit of pleaſure, 


At all ſeaſons, therefore, when the good man 


was alone with the youth, eſpecially when the 


latter was totally at eaſe, he took occaſion to re- 
mind him of his former miſcarriages, but in the 
mildeſt and tendereſt manner, and only in order 
to introduce the caution which he preſcribed for 
bis future behaviour, on which alone, he aſſured 
him, would depend his own felicity, and the 
kindneſs. which he might yet promiſe himſelf to 


| "receive at the hands of his father by adoption, 


unleſs he ſhould hereafter forfeit his good opinion : 


for as to what had paſt, he ſaid, it ſhould be all 
forgiven and Forgotten. He therefore adviſed 


him 


:£ 
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him to make a good uſe of this accident, that ſo 
in the end it might prove a viſitation for his own 
g 8 ** 
: Thwackum was likewiſe pretty aſſiduous in his 
viſits ; and he too conſidered a fick-bed to be a 
convenient ſcene for lectures. His ſtyle however, 
was more ſevere than Mr Allworthy's : he told his 
pupil, that he ought to look on his broken limb as 
a judgment from Heaven on his ſins; that it 
would become him to be daily on his knees, pours 
ing forth thankſgivings that he had broken his 
arm only, and not his neck; which latter, he 
ſaid, was very probably reſer ved for ſome future 
occaſion, and that, perhaps, not very remote. 
For his part, he faid he had often wondered ſome 
judgment had not overtaken him before; but it 
might be perceived by this, that divine puniſh» 
ments, though ſlow, are always ſure. Hence 
likewiſe he adviſed him to foreſee, with equal cer- 
tainty, the greater evils that were yet behind, 
and which were as ſure as this, of overtaking him 
in his ſtate of reprobacy. Theſe are, ſaid he, 
© to be averted only by tuch a thorough and fincere 
repentance, as is not to be expected or hoped for 
ſrom one ſo abandoned in his youth, and whoſe 
mind, I am afraid, is totally corrupted. It is my 
duty, however, to exhort you to this' repentance, 
though I too well know all exhortations will be 
yain and fruitleſs. But /iberavi animam meam,” I 
can accuſe my own conſcience of no neglect; 
though it is, at the ſame time, with the utmoſt 
concern I ſee you travelling on to certain miſery. 
in this world, and to as certain damnation in the 
next.“ — „Fw 
Square talked in a very different ſtrain; he ſaid, 
- Such accidents as a broken bone were below the 
5 _ conſideration 


N 
IT. Zr * — gg 


— 


2 
i N 
E. 
Fit 
FS ot . 
4 
41 
IIS 
1 
1 
14 
I 
1 
. 
$344 
. } 
+$B:Þ44 
IDE 7+ 
TREATY 
#15 0h 
2 
£ : 
5 : 
l * 
bp 
= © 8 
4, : 
+ 
1148+ 
04.38 
* 4+ 
' 8X7 ; 
1 
Y 7 
FE * 
* 7.8 
8 
3 
1 
48. F 
- * * 
WS 
& > 
. 1 
1 2 — 
. 
149 
by T 
#1 
\ 8 
'B 
* 
3 
1 
3 
. 
i 
7 
vt 
$ 4 
* 
125 
"31 
* 
2 
+ 
© 
7:8 
1 
8 
1 
2 
A 
1 
4 


— — 


D eee 


X » — 2 p 2 \ 
a L = * pu * a m — M4 Me 3 2 " 4 
be J n Peg ey hn hs ds q 2 r , wt x * d . . 
1 4 p w\ * 5 1 « 8 & 6 8 ** Ay B 
. WEIR. ” e . od Brita 2 hc "Bs 2 - ES * I” en 27 * — — 2 Dr 2 n 7 * 8 — 
" % L M. : — , 2 — 3 n by; da 7 8 2 1 — —_ — 
a TR ra TY A KYLA — 1 AOL FIGS + — — — eo — K >. b- — » by 
— —— — — = SID IO Ee — — _ —_ — —— n=« RT 8 3 222 
Mr — £4 — 


H ond i Brecon frat 


ö - 
" Yaz 


From the great Lord Shafteſbury.. 


"Fi, WEB TT OUT .. ˙— HO IR + 


The HISTORY of BookV. | 


conſideration of a wiſe man. That it was abun- 


.dantly ſufficient to reconcile the mind to any of 


theſe miſchances, to reflect that they are liable to 
befal the wiſeſt of mankind, and are undoubtedly 


for the good of the whole. He ſaid, it was a mere 
abuſe of words, to call thoſe things evils, in which 
there was no moral unfitneſs; that pain, which 


was the worſt conſequence of ſueh accidents,, was 
the moſt contemptible thing in the world = with 
more of the like ſentences, extracted out of the 
ſecond book of Tully's Tuſculan 28 and 
ron n pronoun= 
eing theſe, he was one day ſo eager, that he un- 


fortunately bit his tongue; and in ſuch a manner, 


that it not only put an end to his diſcourſe, but 
created much emotion in him, and cauſed him to 
mutter an oath or two; but, what was worſt of 


all, this accident gave Thwackum, who was pre- 


fent, and who held all ſuch doctrine to be Hea- 
thenith and Atheiſtical, an opportunity to clap a 
judgment on his back. Now, this was done 
with ſo malicious a ſneer, that it totally unhinged 
{if I may ſo ſay) the temper of the philoſopher, 
which the bite of his tongue had ſomewhat ruffled 
and as he was diſabled from venting his wrath at 
his lips, he had poſſibly found a more violent 
method of revenging himſelf, had not the ſurgeon, 
Who was then luckily in the room, contrary to 
his own intereſt, interpoſed, and preſerved the 
A | 

ay” Blifil viſited his friend Jones but ſeldom, 
and never alone. This worthy young man, how- 
ever, profeſſed much regard for bim, and as great 


concern at his misfortune; but cautiouſly avoided 
any intimacy, left, as he frequently hinted, it 


might contaminate the ſobriety of his own charac- 


* * 5 ter; 
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ter; for which purpoſe, he had. conſtantly in- his 
mouth that proverb in which Solomon ſpeaks a- 


'  gainſt evil communication: not that he was ſo bit= 


ter as Thwackum ; for he always expreſſed ſome. 

hopes of Tom's reformation z which, he ſaid, the 
_ unparalleled goodneſs ſhewn by his uncle on this 
occaſion, mult certainly effect in one not abſolutely 


abandoned; but concluded, © If Mr Jones ever 


offends hereafter, I ſhall not be able to ſay a ſyl- 
lable in bis favour .. LE tg 
As to Squire Weſtern, he was ſeldom out of 
the ſick-room, unleſs when he was engaged either 
in the field, or over his bottle. Nay, he would 
ſometimes retire hither to take his beer, and it 
was not without difficulty that he was. prevented 
from forcing Jones to take his beer too: for no 
quack ever held his noſtrum to be a more general 
| panacea than he did this; which, he ſaid, had 
more virtue in it than was in all the phyſic in an 
-apothecary's ſhop. He was, however, by much 
intreaty, prevailed on to forbear the application 
of this medicine; but from ſerenading his patient 
every hunting morning with the horn under his 
window, it was impoſhble to with-hold him: nor 
did he ever lay aſide that halloo, with which he 
entered into all companies, when he viſited Jones, 
without any regard to the fick perſon's being at 
that time either awake or aſleep. „ 
This boiſterous behaviour, as it meant no harm, 
fo happily it effected none, and was abundantly 
compenſated to Jones, as ſoon as he was able to 
ſit up, by the company of Sophia, whom the ſquire 
then brought to vilit him ; nor was it, indeed, long 
before Jones was able to attend her to the harpſi- 
Chord, where ſhe would kindly condeſcend, for 
hours together, to charm him with moſt delicious 
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FRY inks when the ſq uire thou ught proper to 
interrupt her, by -nfiſting on Old Sir Simon, or 
ſome other of his favourite pieces. 

Notwithſtanding the niceſt guard which Sophia 

_ endeavoured to ſet on her behaviour, ſhe could 

not avoid letting ſome appearances now and then 

Hip forth; for Jo ove may again be likened to x oY 

- Þdifafſe in this, that when 185 is denied a vent in 

1 one part, it will certainly break out in another. 

. What her lips therefore concealed, her eyes, her 
Mei, and many little involuntary actions be- 
trale 95 

One day When Sophia was playing « on the 

he rpſichord, and Jones was attending, the ſquire 
c:me into the room, crying, There, Tom, I 
have had a batile for thee below ſtairs with thick 
parſon Thwackum.—He hath been a-telling All- 

— worthy, before my face, that the broken bone 

Was a judgment upon thee. D—n it ſays I, how 
can that be? Did not he come by it in the defence 
cf a young woman? a judgment indeed! pox, if 
Fe never doth any thing worſe, he will go to 
Leaven ſooner than all the parſons in the country. 
He hath. more reaſon to glory in it, than to 2 
aſhamed of it.“ ' Indeed Sir, ſays Jones, I 
have no reaſon for either; but if it preſerved Miſs 
Weſtern, I ſhall always think it the happieſt acci- 
dent of my life.'—* And to gu, ſaid the ſquire, 
© to zet Allworthy againſt thee vor it—D—n un, 
if the parſon had unt had his petticuoats on, I ſhould 

ba lent un a flick; for I love thee dearly, my boy, 
and d—n me if there is any thing in my power 
which I won't do for thee. Sha't take the choice 
of all the horſes in my ſtable to-morrow morning, 
except only the Chevalier and Miſs Slouch.“ Jones 


thanked him, but de clined accepting the offer. 
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© Nay,? added the ſquire, ſha't ha the forrel mare 
that Sophy rode She coſt me fifty guineas, and 
comes fix years old this graſs.” If ſhe had coſt me 
a thouſand,” cries Jones. paſſionately, I would 
have given her to the dogs.“ Pooh! pooh! an- 
ſwered Weſtern, what, becauſe ſhe broke thy 
arm. Shouldſt forget and forgive. I thought 
hadſt been more a man than to bear malice a- 
gainſt a dumb creature. Here Sophia interpoſed, 
and put an end to the converſation, by deſiring 
her father's leave to play to him; a requeſt which 
be never refuleds- © oo Dn io EO 
The countenance of Sophia had undergone more 
than one change during the foregoing ſpeeches : 
and probably ſhe imputed the paſhonate reſent - 
ment which Jones had expreſſed againſt the mare, 
to a different motive from that from which her 
father had derived it. Her ſpirits were at this 
time in a viſible flutter; and ſhe played fo intole- 
rably ill, that had not Weſtern ſoon fallen aſleep, 
he muſt have remarked it. Jones, however, who 
was ſufficiently awake, and was not without an 
ear, any more than without eyes, made ſome ob- 
ſervations, which being joined to all which the 
reader may remember to have paſſed formerly, 
gave him pretty ſtrong aſſurances, when he came 
to reflect on the whole, that all was not well in 
the tender boſom of Sophia. An opinion which 
many young gentlemen will, I doubt not, ex- 
tremely wonder at his not having been well con- 
firmed in long ago. To confeſs the truth, he bad 
rather too much diffidence in himfelf, and was not 
forward enough in ſeeing the advances of a young 
lady; a misfortune which can be cured only by 
that early town-education which is at preſent ſo 
generally in faſhion, Re a hs 2? To 
. When 


4 


- 
—— 


— 
„ eee 


—— 
3 


— ä Uüẽ˖ãͤůͥ ẽͤœẽEœœ—́ — — —— 
— 4 — — 


— 


bt 
— — 

— — —2 — 

= og 2 
* 


e - 
+ a — — 
— 


= 
mags Mt Lens 


ER 6:55 60 ĩ²rb . Pres 
x * 2 2 3 2 — 
2 — N —— —ͤ—ęᷣ— 


* - F * 
22 1228 — ” Y 2 2 85 
2 1 % * . — * — © — 
n 4 2 2 2 4 r * 2 }" *. IS x 
R * on L / . SY 2 aa . TIXT 2 y LENT 2 r 
N 85 Of ee r. r r * - 
al * * 8 — — wad + 2 _ CORE; Ce ER 88 — - NG ng y — — — 
— . A "a ow — "F< rr And 2 — 7 2.6 th 
— — r x — — n — ARA; 5 "—_ — => . 
4 | * . bh — w a — 
p ps 


— 2 
— 


— ce - 

” - — 

42 — — 4 v 
* as 


td 


23 


— 
— ge oy On RR 

— — — — a * 
mo” = & 


2 


1 


as | 


46 "The HISTORY © . WY, 


ten t theſe thoughts bad any taken poſſeſſion 
of Jones, they. occaſioned à perturbation in his 


i mind which, 1 in a conſtitution leſs pure and firm 


than his, might have been, at ſuch a ſeaſon, at- 
tended Lich very dangerous conſequences. He 


Was truly ſenſible of the great worth of Sophia. 


He extremely liked her perſon, no leſs admired 
her. accompliſhments, and tenderly loved her good- 
neſs. In reality, as he had never once entertain- 
ed any thought of poſſeſſing ber, nor had ever 
given the leaft voluntary indulgence to his in- 

Jinations, he had a much ſtronger paſſion for her 
than he himſelf was acquainted with. His heart 
now brought forth the full ſecret, at the ſame 
time that it aſſured him the adorable . re- 
turned. bis affection. 


— 


4 CHAP. UI. . 
W Zich al 4655 Kebs hs fare; will think to contain 
5 mach ado about nothing. 


; Tur: Kader will perhaps i imagine the e ſenſations 


"which now aroſe in Jones to have been fo 
ſweet and delicious, that they would rather tend 
ro produce a cheerful ſerenity in the mind, than 


any of thoſe dangerous effects which we bave 


mentioned; but, in fact, ſenſations of this kind, 
however deticicus; are, at their firſt recognition, 
of a very tumultuous nature, and haye very little 
of the opiate in them. They were, moreover, in 


the preſent caſe, embittered with certain circum- 
ſtances, which being mixed with ſweerer ingredi- 


ents, tended altogether to compoſe a draught that 
might be termed bitter ſweet ; than which, as no- 


thing can be more . to the palate, ſo 
nothing 


= 


— 
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nothing, in the metaphorical ſenſe, can be fo in · 
jurious to the mind. | 
For firſt, though he bad ſufficient foundation to 
Hatter bimſelf i in what he had obſerved in Sophia, 
he was not yet free from doubt of miſconſtruing 
compaſſion, or, at beſt, eſteem, into a warmer 
regard. He was far from a. ſanguine aſſurance 
that Sophia had any ſuch affection towards him as 
might promiſe his inclinations that harveſt, which, 
if they were encouraged and nurſed, they woul 
finally grow up to require. Beſides, if he 'coul 
hope to find no bar to his bappineſs from the 
daughter, he thought himſelf certain of meeting 
an effeCtual bar in the father, Who, though he was 
a country ſquire in bis diverfions, was perfectly 
a man of the world in whatever regarded his for- 
tune, had the moſt violent affection for his only 
daughter, and had often ſignified, in his cups, 
the pleaſure he propeſed in ſeeing her married to 
one of the richeſt men in the county. Jones Was 
not ſo vain and ſenſeleſs a coxcomb as to expect, 
from any.regard which Weſtern, had profeſſed for 
him, that he would ever be induced to lay. aſide 
theſe views of advancing his daughter. He well 
knew that fortune is generally the principal, if 
not the ſole conſideration, which operates on the 
beſt o parents in theſe matters; for friendſhip 
makes us warmly eſpouſe the intereſts of others, 
but it is very cold to the gratification of their paſ- 
ſions, Indeed, to feel the happineſs which may 
reſult from this, it is neceſſary we ſhould poſſeſs 
the paſſion ourſelves. As he had, therefore, no 
hopes of obtaining her father's conſent, ſo, he 
thought, to endeavour to ſucceed without it, and 
by ſuch means to fruſtrate the great point of Mr 


 Weltern's lle, was to make a very ill uſe of his 
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. hoſpitality, and a very ungrateful return to the 


many little favours received (however roughly) at 


his bands. If be ſaw ſuch. a conſequence with 
- horror and diſdain, how much more was he ſhock- 


ed with what regarded Mr Allworthy, to whom, 
as he had more than filial obligations, ſo had he 
for him mort than filial piety ? He knew the na- 
ture of that good man to be ſo averſe to any baſe- 
neſs or treachery, that the leaſt-attempt of ſuch a 
kind would make the fight of the guilty perſon for 
ever odious to his eyes, and his name a deteſtable 
ſound in his ears. The appearance of ſuch inſur- 
mounitable difficulties was ſufficient to have in- 


ſpired him with deſpair, however ardent his wiſhes 


had been; but even theſe were controled by com- 
paſſion for another woman. 'The idea of lovely 
olly now intruded itſelf before him. He had 
ſworn eternal conſtancy in ber arms, and ſhe had 
as often vowed never to outlive his deſerting her. 
He now ſaw her in all the moſt ſhocking poſtures 


of death; nay, he conſidered all the miſeries of 


proſtitution to which ſhe would be liable, and of 
which he would be doubly the occaſion ; firſt, by 


ſeducing, and then by deferting her; for he well 


knew the hatred which all her neighbours, and 
even her own ſiſters, bore her, and how ready they 


would all be to tear her to pieces. Indeed, he 


had expoſed her to more envy than ſhame, or ra- 


ther to the latter by means of the former; for ma- 


ny women abuſed her for being a whore, while 
they envied her her lover and her finery, and would 


have been themſelves glad to have purchaſed theſe 


at the ſame rate. The ruin, therefore, of the 


poor girl muſt, he foreſaw, unavoidably attend 


his deſerting her; and this thought ſtung him to 
the ſoul. Poverty and diſtreſs ſeemed to him to 
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in all the circumſtances | 


Jet of defire, and much more ſo, at leaſt 
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give none a right of a 988 rayating thoſe misfor- 


tunes. The meanneſs o condition did not 
repreſent her miſery as of little conſequence in his 


eyes, nor did it appear to Juſtify,” or even to pal 


liate his g ilt in bringin that miſery, upon her. 
But why a 1 mention uſtification ? 5 is an 
heart Nod 1 fuer him to deſtroy a human 


| creature, who, he thou bt, loved him, and had 


to that love Tacriffced er innocence.” His own. 
good heart pleaded h her cauſe; not as à cold venal 
advocate, but as one intereſted in the event, atm 
which muſt itſelf deeply ſhare in all the agonies 
its owner brought on another. 
When this powerful advocate bad Cult deni 
raiſed, the pity of 4 painting poor Molly 
f wretchednels, it 'art=- 
fully called in the aſſiſtance of another paſſion; and 


repreſented the girl in, all the amiable colours of 


youth, health, and beauty; as one Steatly the oh 


good mind, from being, at the ſame time, 1. Ob- 
ject of compaſſion. m— . 

Amidſt theſe thoughts, poor Jones ball 

long, ſleepleſs night, and in the Wor 5 Fe 


ſult of the whole was, to abid by Mott 5 
think no more of 805 9 Wi Wr ' by in 
In this 9 8 8 refs utian Fe, conty in EY 52 0 
next day till "the. Evening, e alpin the i ea of 
Molly, and driving 'Sop hia from 15 apt its; 
but in the fata fe A very priling” Xi: 16k 
ſet all his paſſions again on float, a nd; warked ſo 
total a changes} in bis mind, that W ink 1 it de- 
cent to communicate it; in a f eſh ch bapter . 
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Fe A MONG other viſitants who paid their com- 
& pliments to the young gentleman in his con- 
Anement, Mrs, Honour was one. The reader, 
perhaps, when be reflects on ſome expreſſions 
which have formerly dropped from her, may con- 
ceive that ſhe herſelf had a very particular affec- 
tion for Mr Jones; but in reality it was no ſuch 
thing. Tom was a handſome young fellow; and 
- For. that eder of men Mrs Honour had ſome 
16 7 but his was perfectly indiſcriminate ; for 
having been croſſed in the love which ſhe bore a 
certain nobleman's footman, who had baſely de- 
ſerted her after a promiſe of marriage, ſhe had ſo 
Tecurely kept together the broken remains of her 
heart, that no man had ever ſince been able to 
poffaſs bimſelf of any fingle fragment. She view- 
eg all handſome men with that equal regard and 
 henevolence which a ſober and virtuous mind 
bears to all the good. ——She might, indeed, be 
"called a lover of men, as Socrates was a lover of 
mankind, preferring one to another for corporeal, 
2s he for mental qualifications ; but nevet carry- 
ing this preference ſo far as to cauſe any pertur- 
bation ſy the philoſophical ſerenity of her remper, 
The da Ate Mr Jones had that conflict with 
himſelf which we have ſeen in the preceding chap- 
ter, Mrs. Honour came into his room, and finding 
him alone, began in the following manner: La, 
Sir, where do you think I have been? I warrants 
you, you would not gueſs in fifty years; but if 
Jou did gueſs, to be ſure, I muſt not tell you 
c neither.” 
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neither.“ Nay, if it be ſomething which you 
mult vot tell me, aig Jones, 1 ſhall have the 
curioſity to inquire, and I know you will not be 
ſo barbarous as to refuſe me.“ © I don't know, 
cries ſhe, * why 1 ſhould refuſe you neither, for 
that matter; for to be ſure you won't mention it any 
more. And for that matter, if you knew here's 
have been, unleſs you knew what I have been'a- 
bout, it would not fignify much. Nay I don't ſee 
why it ſhould be kept a ſecret,” for my part; for 
to be fure ſhe is the beſt lady in the world.” Up- 
on this Jones began to beg earneſtly to be let into 
this ſecret, and faithfully promiſed not to divulge 
it. She then proceeded thus: Why, you muſt. 
know, Sir, my young lady ſent me to enquire af- 
ter Molly Seagrim, and to ſee whether the wench 
wanted any thing: to be ſure I did not care to go, 
methinks; but ſervants muſt. do what they are or- 
dered. How could you undervalue yourſelf fo, 
Mr Jones ?—So my lady bid me go, and carry her 
ſome linen and other things. She is too good. 
If fuch forward fluts were ſent to Bridewell, it 
would be better for them. I told my lady, ſays 
I, Madam, your La'ſhip is encouraging idleneſs 
And was my Sophia fo good * five Joke 
My Sophia J aſſure you, marry come up, an- 
ſwered Honour. And yet if you knew all, —— 
indeed, if I was as Mr Jones, I ſhould look à little 
higher than ſuch trumpery as Molly Seagrim.” 
. What do you mean by theſe words,” replied 
Jones, if I knew all ? I mean what I mean, 
ſays Honour. Don't you remember putting 
your hands in my lady's muff once? I vow I 
could almoſt find in my heart to tell, if I was cer- 
tain my lady would never come to; the hearing 
on't.'—— Jones then made ſeveral ſolemn proteſt- 
— 8c» ations, 


w_ 


— ene 
">. * Ly 4 

p _ I ee 
— mug N * 


— 


————ů— —y— — —2 T IS 
_— — 


2 e _ 
— I Og — 
* 


2 oy — 
——  ——— —  — —  —  _— 
8 2 oe | * —— 1-4 


© 

£ 
19 
. 
* 


r 
5 > aw 
— 142 ůů 
— — 


* -E& 
2 » : — oo 
* w \ - * 4 1 5 5 - 2 
I CONT * 8 as wy 71 — p, . * 5 N = — — * — 
828 2 * 75 N Agee 7 Tb 
—— — o 44 ſo r —— + * a «4 — rr _ 1 ST > : 1 - * 
- ES . - —_—_ I laws =. — r 
— * 2 r Ter * — 5 1 WY — 2 4 4" 
„ 
: 8 : 


— 


— — 2 4 * W . a 
\ . 200 —— . = In o pn en 8 8 3 
- fr 2 N ju; : 5 7 , hy 5 ah . - Bat he OE > 
- art Ye; wr * Q 5 5 * 2 Sh y _ n - 
6 * * 2 o bh DL. 2 — 5 6 4 . — 2 —— 2 % 
8 I EF LECT; 622.243 a : 5 — . 
<3 \ : : . — at % 2 1 Ds. 
tg 8 8 8 4 ' 
3 — 1 5196 Org 
by -- n * 


eee ee 
* * ar 


ee — a > = 
+ aw abi nr 
7 ; 


n+; MX bo by 4 
3 2 2 


45 . 
3 x”; 8 — 

n i 

— ͤ—ùw 5b 


2 23 . 
_, — 1 po IS Oo 3 


K »̊́gñ' a rn. —— . EE 
Z — — 
* „ ADE. £ 
= — „ - 


: upon bearing, 


yl. gre de ot... SL” Vsp 2 - Fs 
— 7 — n * rr . 8 — — nn” ar — or” - — y 
n e eee . 2 * 3 
= 1 9 2 —— 5 — — p — * 
__ — 44 2 — Es Do Dr — — 
_ A 
8 


5 Bees ay Fr to: me; but, 1 * 


In the room on 


* 
3 — — X we aw a 22 WT 
U 


c ba and trembling. This 
on ſeeing: Mrs Honour, imputed it to a wrong 


— rye Go" ——. pg oe N 2 fo 


_— . ²˙ . 
% 
* 


5 The 15 n ol Book, Vs 


ions; J Honour een 3 N 1 oo 
e, dn gave 50 e mop ter werds, 
d. her What L d e F 4 Jae 
Ia Err Jones. 

ft. Pan Viet .anſwered ſhe, wen ed pr be 


angry with me. Many's.. the would ha 
? ven his bead to bare had my on ld, if {be 
ad. known———for,. tobe ſure, the bi 4 
| In. the land. might | be proud but, 1 971 1 have 


A great. wind not to tell XP. "Tones, fell, ders en- 
ed on her to. 40 
Nou muſt know.then, Sir, that my | 5 bo 


1 


77 er Was, 2 0 fan is 
an odious ib ; it is too big for me, -I can't 
Wear it— TW I: can. get another, vou muſt let me 
have. my old one Pin, and .you may. have this 

r ſhe's. a Sn lady, and 
to give a bing * take a thing, I promiſe 
So to be ſure I, fetched it, her ack a- 


Tcorns 


e and, 1 believe, ſhe. bath worn it upon her 
m Almoſt ever ſince, and I warrants hath given 


A many.arkiſs when no body hath ſeen ber.“. 
Hers the, converſation, was interrupted. by Mr 


We ſtern himſelf, ho came to ſummon Jones to the 


— 


harpfichord, whither the poo xr young fellow went all 
eſtern obſerved, but, 


caufe; and having {ov Jones a hearty curſe, be- 
tween jeſt and earneſt, be bid him beat abroad, and 


ngt poach up the game in his warren. 


Sophia looked this evening: with more than u- 
ſual auty, and we may believe it was no ſmall 
n to her charms in be of Mr Jones, 7 

8 
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ſne now happened to have on her right arm this 
very muff. 177 

he was playing one of her father's fact e 
tunes, and he was leaning on her chair, when the 
muff fell over her fingers, and put her out. "This 
ſo diſconcerted the ſquire, that he ſnatched' the 
muff from ber, and with a hearty curſe threw it 
into the fire. Sophia inſtantly ſtarted up, and 
with the utmoſt cagernels: recovered it ee. the 
flames. 

Though this incident will probably appear af 
little conſequence. ro. many of our readers, yet, 
trifling as it was, it had ſo violent an effect on 
poor c ork that we thought it our duty to relate 
it. In reality, there are many little circumſtan- 
ces too often omitted by injudicious hiſtorians, 
from which events of the utmoſt importance ariſe. 
The world may indeed be confidered as a vaſt 
machine, in which the great wheels are originally 
ſet in motion by thoſe which are very minute, 
2 almoſt ee, . to” tom but the . 
ele 
— es not all the chants! of the ee 
Sophia, not all the dazzling brightneſs and lan- 
guiſhing ſoftneſs of her eyes, the harmony of her 
voice and of her perſon, not all her wit, good- 
humour, greatneſs of mind, or ſweetneſs of diſpo- 
ſition, had been able ſo abſolutely to conquer and 
enſlave tbe heart of poor Jones, as this little inci- 
dent of the muff, Thus the poet ſweetly fings 
ho 9 1 4 | : 


£4 3 dolis Jockipwnahue coacri 
Quo neque Tydides, nec Lariſſeus Achilles, 
Bo Non anni ns me decem, nan mille Carina. W 
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0 What Diomede; or Theti greater: fo; 


A tboufand ſhips, nor ten years ſiege had = 7 
eiae denen and Rvove rde the wy won.) 


"The citadel — Jones wre now oem by: farjiriſes 
all thoſe conſiderations of - honour and prudence; 
which gur hero had lately, with ſo much military 

Vildom, placed as guards over the avenues of his 
heart, ran away from their ene and the god of 
lore marched 3 in in ge” 
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BY though this riQorious dey dis = 3 
his. avowed enemies from the heart of Jones, 
he found it more difficult to ſupplant the garriſon 
vhich he himſelf had placed there. To lay aſide all 
allegory, tbe concern for what muſt become of poor 
Molly, greatly diſturbed and perplexed the mind of 
the worthy youth. The ſuperior merit of Sophia 
72517. eclipſed,;or rather extinguiſſied all the beau- 
ties of the poor girl; but compaſſion, inſtead of 
contempt, ſuceeeded to love. He was convinced 
the girl had placed all her affections, and all ber 
Pro! pet of ſutute hapineſs in him only. For this 
De had, he knew, given ſufficient oceaſion, by the 
utmoſt profuſjon of tenderneſs towards her : a ten- 
derneſs which he bad taken every means to per- 
 ſnade her he would always maintain. She, on 
her fide, had aſſured him of her firm belief in his 
promiſes, and had, with the moſt ſolemn vows 
declared that on bis fulſilling or breaking theſe 
| promiles:. it depended whether ſhe ſhauld be the 
dappieſt or maſt milcrable of woman kind.: And 
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to be the author of the higheſt degree of miſery to 
a human being, was a thought on which he could 
not bear to ruminate a; ſingle moment. He con- 
ſidered this. poor girl as having ſacrificed to him 
every thing in her little power, as having been, at 
ber own expence, the object of his pleaſure; as 
fighing. and languiſhing for him even at that very 
inſtant. Shall then, ſays he, my recovery, for 
which ſhe bath ſo ardently wiſhed; ſhall my pre- 
ſence, which ſhe hath ſo — expected, inſtead of 
giving her that joy with which ſhe had flattered her- 
ſelf, caſt her at once down. into miſery and de- 
ſpair? Can L be ſuch. A\ villain, * .when 
S genius. of poor Molly ſcemed triumphant, the 
love of Sophia towards him, which now appeared 
no longer dubious, ruſhed upon his mind, and 
bore away every obſtacle before it. hy 
At length it occurred to him, that he might 
poſſibly be able to make Molly amends another 
Way; namely, by giving her a ſum of money. 
This, nevertheleſs, he almoſt deſpaired of her ac- 
cepting, when be recollected the frequent and 
vehement affurances he had received from her, 
that the world, put in balance with him, would 
make her no amends for his loſs. However, her 
extreme poverty, and chiefly her egregious vanity, 
(ſomewhat af which hath been already hinted to 
the reader), gave him ſome little hope, that, not- 
wiſtanding all 1 9 avowed tenderneſs, ſne might 
in time be brought to content herſelf with a 122 
tune ſuperior to her expectation, and which might 
indulge her vanity, by ſetting her above all her 
equals. He reſolved, therefore, to take the firſt 
opportunity of making a propoſal of this kind. 
ne day, accordingly, when his arm was ſo 
"all recovered;that he could walk eaſily with it 
Jung | in a laſh, he ſtole * at a ſeaſon _ 
e 
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the ſquire was engaged in his field exerciſes, and 
. viſited his fair one. Her mother and ſiſters, whom 
be found taking their tea, informed him firſt that 
= Molly was not at home; but afterwards, the eldeſt 
fiſter acquainted him, with a malicious fmile, that 
| The was above ſtairs a-bed. Tom had no objec- 
N tion to this ſituation of his miſtreſs, and immedi- 
ately aſcended the ladder which led towards her 
x bed-chamber; but when he care to the top, he, 
4 to his great ſurpriſe, found the door faſt; nor 
could he for ſome time obtain any anſwer from 
within; for Molly, as ſhe herſelf afterwards in- 


formed him, was faſt aſleep. —- | 
- 'Phe extremes of grief and joy have been re- 
marked to produce very ſimilar effects; and when 
either of theſe ruſhes on us by ſurpriſe, it is apt 
- to create ſuch a total perturbation and confuſion, 
that we are often thereby deprived of the uſe of 
all our faculties. It cannot therefore be wonder- 
ed at, that the unexpected fight of Mr Jones 
ſhould fo ſtrongly operate on the mind of Molly, 
and ſhould overwhelm her with ſuch confuſion, 
that, for ſome minutes, ſhe was unable to expreſs 
the great raptures with which the reader will ſup- 
ſe ſhe was affected on this occaſion. As for 
1 he was ſo entifely poſſeſſed, and, as it were, 
inchanted by the preſence of his beloved object, 
that he, for a while, forget Sophia, and, conſe- 
quently, the principal purpoſe of his viſit. 
This, however, ſoon recurred to his memory; 
and, after the firſt tranſports of their meeting were 
over, he found means by. degrees 'to introduce a 
diſcourſe on the fatal conſequences which muft 
| attend their amour, if Mr Allworthy, who had 
ſtrictiy forbidden him ever ſeeing her more, ſhould 
. diſcover that he ſtil} carried on this 9 
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Such 2 diſcovery, which his enemies gave bim 
afon to think Would be unavoidablę, muſt, he 
hid, end in bis r ruin, and conſequently, in hers. 
ince were their, hard fates, had determined 
that they muſt fe 1 7 adviſed her io bear it 
with reſolution, apd ſwore he would never omit 
any opporiunity, through the courſe of his life, of 
ſhewing her the Bacetity of his affection, by pro- 
_ viding for her in a manner beyond her utmoſt ex- 
7 9 or even beyond het wiſhes, if ever that 
ſhould e in his ower ;; concluding, at, laſt, that 
me. 7 it ſoon. ſome man who would marry 
bo would make her much happier than 
rk . a be by leading A Gifeputable life with 
him. 
Molly remained a ſew moments in lence, and 
then burſting into a flood of tears, ſhe. began to 
upbraid! him in the following words: And this 
is your love for me, to forfake me in this manner, 
now you have ruined me? How often, when I 
have told you that all men are falſe and perjury 
alike, and grow tired of us as ſoon as ever they 
have had their wicked wills of us, how often have 
ou ſworn you would never forſake? And can you 
be ſuch a perjury man after all? What Ggnifies 
all the riches in the world to me without you, now 
you have gained my heart, ſo you have—you have ? 
Why do you mention another man to me? I 
can never love any other man as long as I live. 
All other men are nothing to me. It the greateſt 
ſquire in all the country would come a ſuiting to 
me to-morrow, I would not give my company to 
him. No, I. ſhall always hate and deſpiſe the 
_ . whole ſex for your ſake.” 
She was, proceeding thus, when an accident 
A a 9 to her tongue, before it had run = 
| 1 ä | 4 
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Half its career. The room, or rather garret, in 
Which Molly lay, being up one pair of ſtairs, that 
- is to ſay, at the top of the houſe, was of a floping 
figure, reſembling the great Delta of the Greeks. 
The Engliſh reader may, perhaps, form a better 
iclea of it, by being told, that it was impoſlible to 
ſtand upright any where but in the middle. Now 
as this room wanted the conveniency of a cloſet, 
Molly had, to ſupply that defect, nailed up an old 
rug againſt the rafters of the houſe, which incloſed 
a little hole where her beſt apparel; ſuch as the 
remains of that ſack which we have formerly men- 
tioned, ſome caps, and other things with which 
ſhe had lately provided herſelf, were hung up and 
ſecured from the duſt. 17 
- This incloſed place exactly fronted the foot of 
the bed, to which, indeed, the rug hung ſo near, 
that it ſerved, in a manner, to ſupply the want 
of curtains. Now, whether Molly, in the agonies 
of her rage, puſhed this rug with her feet, or 
"Jones might touch it ; or whether the pin or nail 
Fare way of its own accord, I am not certain; 
but as Molly pronounced thoſe laſt words, which 
are recorded above, the wicked rug got looſe from 
its!faſtening, and diſcovered every thing hid be- 
hind it; where, among other female utenſils, ap- 
 peared—— (with ſhame I write it, and with ſor- 
row will it be read)——the philoſopher Square, 
-In a poſture (for the place would not near admit 
his ſtanding upright) as ridiculous as can poſlibly 


be conceived. 
The poſture indeed, in which he ſtood, was 
not greatly unlike that of a foldier who is tied 
neck and heels; or rather retembling the attitude 
in which we often ſee fellows in the public ſtreets 
of London, who are not ſuffering but. deſerving 
La puniſhment 


* 
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uniſhment by ſo ſtanding. .. He had, a night-cap 


[ 


clonging to Molly on his head, and his two 


large eyes, the moment the rug fell, ſtared di- 


rectly at Jones; ſo that when the ãdea of philoſo- 


phy was added to the figure now diſcovered, it 
would have been very difficult for any ſpectator 


to have refrained from immoderate laughter. 
* a 7 I tx » ©: 4s he” EFT 
1 queſtion not but the ſurpriſe of the reader wil 
be here equal to that of Jones; as the ſuſpicion 
which mult ariſe from the appearance of this wiſe 
and grave man in ſuch a place, may ſeem ſo in- 
conſiſtent” with that character which he hath, 
doubtleſs, maintained hitherto, in the opinion of 


But, to confeſs the truth, this inconſiſtency is 
rather imaginary than real. Philoſophers are com- 
poſed of fleſh and blood as well as other human 
creatures ; and however ſublimated and refined the 
theory of theſe may be, a little practical frailty is 
as incident to them as to other mortals. It is, in- 
deed, in theory only, and not in practice, as we 
have before hinted, that the difference conſiſts; 
for though ſuch great beings think much hetter 
and more wiſely, they always act exactly like o- 
ther men. They know very well how to ſubdue 
all appetites and paſſions, and to deſpiſe both pain 
and pleaſure ; and this knowledge affords much 


delightful contemplation, and is eaſily acquired; 


but the practice would be vexatious and trouble- 


ſome; and therefore, the ſame wiſdom which 
teaches them to know this, teaches them to avoid - 


carrying it into execution. - ef I 
Mr Square happened to be at church on that 
Sunday, when, as the reader may be pleaſed to 
remember, the appearance of Molly in her ſack 
bad cauſed all that diſturbance. Here he = ar 
8 EN e 50m» 
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Smet add and, ag fo "pleated, Hieb hi her f beat ö 
that he vailed 1 the youbg, n | 
change their intended rige” tat evening, that be 
might paſs by the 'babitati6n' 6f Mally; and, by 
that means, might obtain a ſecond chance oj lee 
ing her: This reaſon 7 AZ he did not. A 


757 


hat time mention to au {> eit 0 1 we | 
er to communicate I 85 then to the_reader; “ 
Among other particulars which: Lg ituted the 


| albinel of things in' Mr Sq uare's ' opinzon, dan- 
ger a nd difficulty were two. difficulty, there- 
| fore, ebieh he apprehended thete might bein, cor⸗ 
rupting this Jung wench, and the danger which 
would accrue to. his character on the "diſcovery, 
Wers fuch ftrong difuaſives, that it is probable, 
he at a intended to have contented himſelf With 
the pleaſant ideas which Mete 5 ht of beauty fur- 
nifhes us with. Theſe the graveſt men, after a 
full meal of ſerious meditation, often allow them- 
ſelves by way of deſert: for wich purpoſe, cer- 
tain books and pictures their ; Way into the 
moſt private recelles of their Ray 5 and a certain 
pls ith part of natural philofopby. 9 often che 
ncipal OY jet of their converſatiq ve a: 
But ben 110 philoſopher heard, a- Joy or. ko 
afterwards, that the fortreſs of virtue had already 
been ſubdued, he began to give a larger ſcope. to 
his defires, His appetite was hot of that ſqueam- 
iſh Kind, which cannot feed on- 2 dainty becauſe 
another Hark taſted it, In thort;, he liked the girl 
rhe better for the want of that chaſtity, Which: if 
ſhe had poſſeſſed it, muſt have been a Tar to his 
leafures; he purſued, and obtained herr. 
The reader will be. miſtaken,” he thinks Mol- 
17 gave Square the preferente , to her younger lo- 
ver: on the contrary, had ſhe been confined* to 
the choice of one only, Tom Jones would, un- 
doubtedly 
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doubtedly, have been, of the two, the victorious 
perſon. Nor. was it ſolely the conſideration, that 
two ate better than one, (though this had its pro- 
per weight) to which Mr Square owed his-ſucceſs; 
the abſence of Jones during his confinement, was 
an unlucky cireumſtanee; and, in that interval, 
ſame. well choſen preſents from the philoſopher, 
ſo ſoftened and unguarded the gitl's heart, that a 
favourable opportunity became irreſiſtible, and 
Square triumphed over the poor remains of virtue 
which ſubliſted in the boſom of Molly, 
It was now about a fortnight ſince this conqueſt, 
when Jones paid the above mentioned viſit to his 
miſtreſs, at a time when ſhe and Square were in 
bed together. This was the true reaſon why the 
mother denied her, as we have ſeen; for as the 
old woman ſhared in the profits ariſing. from the 
iniquity of her daughter, ſhe encouraged and pro- 
tected her in it to the utmoſt of her power; but 
ſuch was the envy and hatred which: the elder. ſiſ- 
ter bore towards Molly, that notwithſtanding ſhe 
bad ſome part of the booty, ſhe would willingly 
have parted with this to ruin her ſiſter, and ſpoil. 
her trade. Hence ſne had acquainted Jones with 
her being above ſtairs in bed, in hopes that he 
might have caught her in Square's arms. This, 
| however, Molly found means to prevent, as the 
door was faſtened: which gave her an qpport uni- 
ty of conveying her lover behind that rug or blank. 
et where he now was unhappily diſcovered. 
Square no ſooner made his appearance, than 
Molly flung herſelf back in her bed, cried gut ſhe 
was undone, and abandoned herſelf to deſpair. 
This poor girl, who was yet but a novice in her 
buſineſs, had not arrived to that perfection off at- 
ſurance which helps off a town lady in any extre- 


* 
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mity, and either prompts her with an excuſe, or 
elſe inſpires her to brazen out the matter with her 
Hhuſband; who, from love of quiet, or out of fear 
of his reputation, and ſometimes, perhaps, from 
fear of the gallant, who, like one Mr Conſtant 
in the play, wears a ſword, is glad to ſhut his 
eyes, and contented to-put his horns in his pocket. 
ly, on the contrary, was filenced by this evi- 
dence, and very fairly gave up a cauſe which ſhe 
had hitherto maintained with ſo many tears, and 
with ſuch folemn and vehement proteſtations of 

the pureſt love and conſtancy. 1 

Ads to the gentleman behind the arras, he was 

not in much leſs conſternation. He ſtood for a 

while motionleſs, and ſeemed equally at à loſs 

what to ſay, or whither to direct his eyes. Jones, 
though perhaps the moſt aſtoniſhed of the three, 
firſt found his tongue; and, being immediately 
recovered from thoſe uneaſy ſenſations which Mol- 
Ty by her upbraidings had occaſioned, he burſt in- 

t a loud laughter, and then ſaluting Mr Square, 
advanced to take him by the hand, and to relieve 
him from his place of confinement.” ' 

_ ©-Square being now arrived in the middle of the 
room, in which part only he could ſtand upright, 
looked. at Jones with a very grave countenance, 
and faid to him, Well, Sir, I ſee you enjoy this 
mighty diſcovery, and, I dare ſwear, taſte great 
delight in the thoughts of expoſing me; but, if 
you will conſider the matter wad you will find 

Fon are yourſelf only to blame. I am not guilty - 

of corrupting innocence. I have done nothing for 
which that part of the world which judges of 
matters by the rule of right, will condemn me. 

Fitneſs is governed by the nature of things, and 

not by cuſtoms, forms, or municipal laws. = 
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thing is indeed unfit, which is not unnatural.— 
Well reaſoned, old boy, anſwered Jones : but 
why doſt thou think that I ſhould defire to expoſe 
thee? I promiſe thee, I was never better pleaſed 
with thee in my life; and unleſs thou haſt a mind 
to diſcover it thyſelf, this affair may remain a pro- | 
found ſecret for me. * Nay, Mr Jones,” replied 
Square, © I would not be thought to undervalue 
reputation. Good fame is a ſpecies of the KALox, 
and it is by no means fitting to neglect it. Be- 
ſides, to murder one's own reputation is a kind of 
ſuicide, a deteſtable and odious vice. If you think 
proper, therefore, to conceal any infirmity of 
mine, (for ſuch I may have, ſince no man is per- 
fectly perfect), I promiſe you I will not betray 
myſelf. Things may be fitting to be done, which 
are not fitting to be boaſted of; for by the perverſe 
judgment of the world; that often becomes the 
ſubject of cenſure, which is, in truth, not only 
innocent but laudable.“ Right? cries Jones, 
what can be more innocent than the indulgence 
of a natural appetite? or what more laudable than 
the propagation of our ſpecies?” To be ſerious 
with you, anſwered Square, I profeſs they always 
appeared ſo to me.” And yet, ſaid Jones, you 
was of a different opinion, when my affair with 
this girl was firſt diſcovered.” * Why, I muſt con- 
feſs, ſays Square, as the matter was miſrepreſent- . 
ed to me by that parſon Thwackum, I might con- 
demn the corruption of innocence :' it was that, 
Sir, it was that—and that: for you muſt know, 
Mr Jones, in the conſideration of fitneſs, bery 
minute circumſtances, Sir, very minute circum- 
ſtances cauſe great alteration.— Well, cries 
Jones, be that as it will, it ſhall be your. oon. 
fault, as I have promiſed you, if you ever bear = 
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any more of this adventure. Behave kindly to the 
_ . girl; and will never open my lips concerning the 
matter to any one. And, Molly, do you be faith- 
ful to your friend, and J will not only forgive your 
. Infidelity to me, but will do you all the ſervice I 
em., 80, ſaying, be took a haſty leave, and ſlip- 
ping down the e retired with much 3 
tion. 125 8 
Squate ub rtjoiced to find this — was 
likely ton hare no worſe concluſion ; and as for 
Melly, being recovered from her confuſion, ſhe 
at firſt to upbraid Square with having been 
_ the occafioni of her loſs of Jones; but that gentle- 
man ſoon found the means of mitigating ber anger, 
partly by eareſſes, and partly by à ſmall noſtrum 
from his purſe, of rear and approved effi- 
_ in purging off the ill humours of the ou, 
and in reſtoring it to a good temper. —/; 
She then poured forth a vaſt profuſion « ten» 
| derneſs towards her new lover; ; turned all ſhe had 
faid to Jones, and Jones himſelf into ridicule, and 
vowed, though he once had the poſſeſſion of her 
| perivayy War none but ee Ho ever * len e 
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b ths th 5 er > Dies 
- poſſibly corre; ſome abuſe which, he hath formerly 
been guzlty * in the ons of the word Lo VE. 


* infidelity of Molly, which I bad now 
diſcovered, would, perhaps, have vindicat- 
ed a touch greater degree of reſentment than he 
; e on ns arts and if he had N 
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ed her directly from that moment, very few, E 
believe, would have blamed him. 
Certain, however, it is, that he ſaw her in the 
light of compaſſion :. and though his love ta her 
was not of that kind which could give him any 
great uneaſineſs at her inconſtancy; yet he was 
not a little ſhocked on reflecting that he had him- 
ſelf originally corrupted her innocence; for to this 
corruption he imputed all the vice into which ſhe- 
appeared now ſo likely to plunge herſelf. + 
This conſideration gave him no little uneafineſs,, 
till Betty, the eldeſt fiſter, was ſo kind, ſome time 
aſterwards, entirely to cure him by a hint, that 
one Will Barnes, and not himſelf,, had been the 
firſt ſeducer of Molly; and that the little child, 
which he had hitherto ſo certainly concluded to- 
be his own, might very probably have an equal 
title; at leaſt, to claim Barnes for its father. 
 _ Jones eagerly purſued this ſcent when he had 
firſt received it; and in a very ſhort time was ſuf- 
ficiently aſſured that the girl had told him truth, 
not only by the confeſſion of the fellow, but, at 
laſt, by that of Molly herſelf. 4 | 
This Will. Barnes was a country gallant, and 
had acquired as many trophies of this kind as any 
enſign or attorney's clerk in the kingdom. He 
had, indeed, reduced ſeveral women to a ſtate of 
utter profligacy, had broke the hearts of ſome, and 
bad the honour of occaſiening the violent death 
of one poor girl, who had either. drowned herſelf, 
or, what was rather more probable, had been 
drowned by him. „„ 
Among others of his conqueſts, this fellow had 
triumphed over the heart of Betty Seagrim. He 


dad made love to her long before Molly was grown 


do de a. fit object of that paſtime; but had after-- 
"wy * 777 OOO 


? 


4 1 
( 

bo 

{ 

BE 


2 


3 


— 
—— 


. Sa: - 
2 r 4 
_—_ —— 3 x. ad 
— — — — — SB 8 


ä — +4 — £ 
— 


2 | >. JF < $4 l TILE FR 8 
” The HIS TORT of Book V. 


-». 16d 
C Ne. 4 
8 

3 v8 
. 

1367 

* ith 
*. THEY 

* 13 

1 

1 : 
! * 
Th 

1 

1 

141 

ws 

1 Ms 
| if 
3s / 

1,; id 

5 5 : 
Js. 

. 
<3 

$3128 

"mM N _ 

18 N : 

1 

q "4: 
Do : ©, 

p -a 

„ 

3K $ 

\ 2 * 

79 

+ "4 
77 
EY 

* 1 

4844.8 8 
+; 

+: +>. 

1 1 

* 

4 be 

#24 . 

1 N 

+ © 
© 

s 2 x 

„ y 

Is 38 
5 W 4 
+554 

„ 

1 

* «4 

n 

1 

„ 

1 

1 

4 . 

59. W1Y 

N 1 

\ 
T5864 
4 5 "3.4 

- W534 

2 3 83 
* E : 
on i4 *F 
me: 1 
# 3a] 
4+ 
i 8 
7 8 
„ 
8 
1 
+= 8 

* Tt 

4 
4 75 

* * 

7 $8 

. 

7 15 oy 
* * 2 

3: v8 
8 

* . 

* 29 

* . 
a} 

j 7 
£4 
Fay 

- 

=. 
1 

_— 

* 

7 7 
F 

_—_ 

n - 
F? 
1 

« 
x . 
8 

= 

' u 
EF | 


— a 


— 


* 


* 


Ward deſerted her; and applied to her fiſter, with 
whom. he had almoſt immediate ſucceſs. Now 


Win bad, in reality, the fole poſſeſſion of Molly's 


affection, while Jones and Square were almoſt 
equally facrifices to her intereſt, and to her pride. 
Hence had grown that implacable hatred which 
we have before fee raging in the mind of Betty; 


unbounded paſſion, and plainly ſaw the tender ſen- 


_ -riments ſhe had for him; yet could this affurance 


not leffen his defpair of obtaining the conſent. of 
ker father, nor the horrors which attended his 


- Purſuit of her by any baſe or treacherous method. 


The injury which he muſt thus do to Mr Weſt- 


ern, and the concern which would acerue to Mr 


Allworthy, were circumftances that tormented 


him all day, and haunted him on his pillow at 


night. His life was a conſtant ſtruggle between 


honour and inclination, which alternately triumph- 


ed over each other in his mind. He often refolv- 
ed, in the abſence of Sophia, to leave hes father's 


« hoaſe; and to ſee her no mere; and as often, in 
her preſence, forgot all thoſe reſolutions, and de- 


termined to purſue her at the hazard of his life, 


"and at the forfeiture of what was much dearer to 
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and viſible effects: for he! loſt all his uten foright= 
lineſs and gaiety of temper, and became not only 
melancholy when alone, but dejeCted | and ' abſent. 
zin company; nay, if ever he put on a forced. 
mirth, to comply with Mr Weſtern's humour, the 
ednſtraint appeared ſo plain, that he ſeemed to 
have been giving the ſtrongeſt evidence of what 
he endeavoured to eonceal by ſuch oſtentation. 

lt may, perhaps, be à queſtion, whether - the 
art which he uſed to conceal his paſſion, or the 


means which honeft Nature employed to reveal it, 


betrayed him moſt; for while Art made him more 
than we reſerved to Sophia; and-ferbade him to 
. addreſs any of his diſcourſe to her, nay, to avoid 
meeting her eyes with the utmoſt caution; Nature 


was no leſs buſy in counterplotting him. Hence, 


at the approach of the young lady, he grew pale; 
and, if this was ſudden, ſtarted. If his eyes ac- 
cidentally met her's, the blood ruſhed into bis 
cheeks, and his countenance became all over ſcar- 
let. If common ci vility ever obliged him to ſpeak 


to her, as to drink her health at table, his tongue 


was ſure to falter. If he touched her, his band, 


nay his whole frame, trembled. And if any "74 1 


courſe tended, however remotely, to raiſe the idea 


of love, an involuntary hgh ſeldom failed to ſteal 


from his boſom. Moſt of which accidents Nature 


-was wonderfully induſtrious to throw andy: in his 


way. ©: 

All theſe ſymptoms hd the notice. of the 
ſquire; but not ſo of Sophia. She ſoon perceiy- 
ed theſe agitations of mind in Jones, and was at 
no lofs to. diſcover the cauſe ; for indeed ſhe recog- 
nized it in her own breaſt. And this recognition 
is, I ſuppoſe, that ſympathy which hath been fo 


; noted in lovers, and which will. ſufficiently 
9 


28 "The HISTORY of " Book V. 


account ir her being ſo much quicker-ſighted 
than her father. | 
But, to fay the truth, 8 is a more imple 
and plain method of accounting for that prodigi- 
| ous ſuperiority of penetration which we muſt ob- 
ferve in ſome men over the reſt of the human ſpe- 
cies, and one which will ſerve, not only in the 
caſe of lovers, but of all others. From whence 
is it that the knave is generally ſo quick- ſighted to 
thoſe ſymptoms and operations >=,» 0a. which 
often dupe an honeſt man of a much better un- 
derſtanding * There ſurely is no general ſympa- 
thy among knaves, nor have they, like free ma- 
ſons, any common ſign of communication. 
reality, it is only becaufe they have the ſame thing 
in their heads, and their thoughts are turned the 
fame way. Thus, that Sophia ſaw, and that Weſt- 
ern did not ſee the plain ſymptoms of love in Jones, 
- 'ean be no wonder, when we conſider that the i- 
dea of love never entered into the head of the fa- 
ther, whereas the daughter at preſent thought of 
nothing elſe. 

When Sophia was well fatisfied of the violent 
paſſion which tormented poor Jones, and no leſs cer- 
tain that ſhe herſelf was its 7s object, ſhe had not the 
leaſt difficulty in diſcovering the true cauſe of bis 

eſent behaviour. Phis highly endeared him to 
5 | "20, and raiſed in her mind two of the beſt af- 

fections which any lover can wiſh to raiſe in/a 
miſtreſs. Theſe were eſteem and pity; for ſure 
che moſt outrageouſly rigid among her ſex wil 
- excuſe her pitying a man, whom the ſaw miſerable 


on her own account: nor can they blame her for 


eſteeming one who, viſibly, from the moſt ho- 
nourable motives, endeavoured to ſmother a flame 
in his on boſom, which, like the famous Spar- 
: 45 1 ä a ö | tan 


— 


ths. PY FOUN DILING., 


tan theft, was preying upon and aa. his | 
very vitals. 6 preying his backwardneſs, his Hunning 
her, his co! Ineſs, and his Glence, wefe the for- | 
wardeſt, the moſt diligent, the warmeſt, and moſt 
eloquent ad vocates; and wrought fo violently on 
her ſenſible and tender heart, that ſhe ſoon felt 
for him all thoſe gentle 9 which are con- 
ſiſtent with a virtuous and elevated female mind; 
Lin ſhort, all which eſteem, gratitude, and pity, 
can inſpire in ſuch, towards an agreeable man 
indeed, all which the niceſt delicacy can allow. 
In a word,—ſhe was in love with him to diſtrac- 
tion. 

One day this young cold eite tall met in 
the garden, at the end of two walks, which were 
both bounded by that canal in which Jonès had 
formerly riſked drowning to retrieve the little bird 
that Sophia had there loſt. 
This place bad been, of late, FOO" e! 
by Sophia. Here ſhe uſed to ruminate, with a 
mixture of pain and pleaſure, on an incident, 
which, however trifling in itfelf, had poſſibly ſown 
the firſt ſeeds of that affection which was now Ars 
rived to ſuch maturity in her heart. 

Here then this young couple met. They 1 
almoſt cloſe together before either of them knew 
any thing of the other's approach. A by- ſtander 
would have diſcovered ſuſficient- marks of confu- 
ſion in the countenance of each; but they felt too 
much themſelves to make any obſervation. As 
{ooh as Jones had a little recovered his firſt ſurpriſe, 
he accoſted the young lady with ſome of the or- 
dinary forms of ſalutation, which ſhe, in the ſame 
manner, returned, and their converfation began, 
as uſual, on the delicious beauty of the morning. 


Hence they paſſed to the beauty of the place, on 
which 
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 whicltJones launched forth very high encomiums. | 
When they came to the tree whence he had for- 


merly tumbled into the canal, Sophia could not 


help reminding him of that accident, and faid, 
.©I fancy, Mr Jones, you have ſome. little ſhudder- 
ing when you ſee that water.“ *.I affure you, 


Madam, anſwered Jones, the concern you felt 
at the loſs of your little bird, will always appear 


to me the higheſt circumſtance in that adventure. 


Poor little Tommy, there is the branch he ſtood 


— 


upon. How could the little wreteh have the fol- 
ly wx away from that ſtate of happineſs in which 
I had the honour to place him? His fate was a 


_ uſt puniſhment for his ingratitude. * Upon my 
word, Mr Jones, ſaid ſhe, your gallantry very 
_ marrowly eſcaped as ſevere a fate. Sure the re- 


-membrance muſt affect you.“ Indeed, Madam, 
anſwered he, if I have any reaſon to reflect with 
forrow on it, it is, perhaps, that the water had 
not been a little deeper, by which I might have 
eſcaped many bitter heart-achs, that Fortune ſeems 

to have in ſtore for me.“ Fy, Mr Jones,“ re- 
plied Sophia, I am ſure you cannot be in earneſt 
now. This affected contempt of life is only an 
exceſs of your complaiſance to me. You would 


endeavour to leffen the obligation of having twice 


ventured it for my ſake. Beware the third time.” 
— She ſpoke theſe laſt words with a ſmile” and a 
ſoftneſs inexpreſſible. Jones anſwered with a ſigh, 


He feared it was already too late for caution ;? 


and then looking tenderly and ſtedfaſtly on her, 


he cried, © Oh! Miſs Weſtern,—can you deſire 


- 


me to live? can you wiſh me ſo ill? Sophia, 
looking down on the ground, anſwered with fome 
beſitation, Indeed, Mr Jones, I do not with you 
1. — Oh! I know too. well that heavenly tem- 
Xe po | per, 
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| N 8 8 
er,” cries Jones, that divine La which is 
| * every other charm.” . © Nay, now, anſwer- 
ed ſhe, I underſtand you not. I can ſtay no 
longer.'— I—I would not be underſtood, cried 
he, nay, I can't be underſtood. I know not 
what I ſay. Meeting you here ſo unexpectedly, 
H have been unguarded:— for heaven's fake par 
don me, if I have ſaid any thing to offend you 
I did not mean it indeed, I would rather have 
died—nay, the very thought would kill me.“ 
© You ſurpriſe me, anſwered ſhe; * How can 
ou poſſibly think you have offended me ?” Fear, 
adam,' 52 he, eaſily runs into madneſs; and 
there is no degree of fear like that which I feel of 
offending you. How can I ſpeak then? Nay, 
don't look angrily at me; one frown will deſtroy 
me. -I mean nothing.—Blame my eyes, or blame 
thoſe beauties. —What am I ſaying! pardon me 
if I-have faid too much. My heart overflowed. 
I have ſtruggled with my love to the utmoſt, and 
have endeavoured to conceal a fever which preys 
on my vitals, and will, I hope, ſoon make it im- 
poſhble for me ever to offend you more.” 
Mr Jones now fell a-trembling as if he had been 
ſhaken with the fit of an ague. Sophia, who was 
in a fituation not very different from his, anſwer- 
ed in theſe words: Mr Jones, I will not affect 
to mifunderſtand you; indeed I underſtand you 
too well: but, for heaven's ſake, if you have any 
affection for me, let me make the beſt of my way 
into the houſe. I wiſh I may be able to ſupport 
myſelf thither.L e 
Jones, who was hardly able to ſupport himſelf, 
offered her his arm, which ſhe condeſcended to 
accept, but begged he would not mention a word 
more to her of this nature at preſent. He oo 
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Siren of what love, without the leave of bis 
Will, bad forced from him: this, ſhe toll him, he 
knew how to obtain, by his ſuture behaviour: and 

thus this young. pair "tottered and trembled along, 
the lover mot once daring to ſqueeze the hand of 
s hie mittreſs,. though — locked in his. 
Sophia immediately retired to her ber, 

125 where Mrs Honour and the hartſhorn were ſum- 
manedito her aſſiſtance. As to poor Jones, the 
only relief to bis diſtempered mind was an un- 
weleame piece of news, which, as it opens a ſcene 
of a different nature from thoſe i iu which the read - 
ex hath lately been converſant, will be communi- 
cate to comb in the next Chapter. | 
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that he was unwilling to part with him, 
though-his arm had been long ſince cured: and 
Jones, either from the love of ſport, or from ſome 
other reaſon, 'was eaſily perſuaded to continue at 
his houſe, which he did ſometimes for a fortnight 
together, without paying a ſingle viſit at Mr All- 

worthy'sz nay, without ever hearing from thence. 

Mr Allworthy had been for ſome days indiſpoſ- 
"ed with'a cold, "witch had been attended with a 
little fever. This he had, however, neglected, 
as it was uſual with him to do all manner of diſ- 
_ "orders which did not confine him to his bed, or 
prevent his ſeveral faculties from performing their 
ordinary functions. A conduct which we would 


| by, no means be! Bra to We or recommend 
8 to 
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to invitation : for ſurely. the Kuen Pr the 
Eſculapian art are in the right in adviffſg, that 
the moment the diſeaſe is entered at one door, 
the phyſician ſhould be introduced at the other: 
what elſe is meant by that old adage, Venienti 
eccurrite morbo ? © Oppoſe x diſtemper at its firſt 
approach.“ Thus the doctor and the diſeaſe meet 
in fair and equal conflict; whereas, by giving 
time to the latter, we often ſuffer him to fortify 
and entrench himſelf, like a French army; ſo that 
the learned gentleman finds it very difficult, and 

| ſometimes impoſſible to come at the enemy. Nay, 
ſometimes by gaining time, the diſeaſe applies to 
the French military politics, and: -corrupts nature 
over to his fide, and then all the powers of phyſic 
muſt arrive too late. Agreeable to theſe obſerva- 
tions was, I remember, the complaint of the great 
Dr Miſaubin, who uſed very pathetically to lament 
the late applications which were made to his ſkill : - 
ſaying, * By gar, me believe my pations take me 
for de undertaker; for dey never ſend we” me till 
the phyſicion have kill dem.“ 

Mr Allworthy's diſtemper, by means 5 F this 
neglect, gained ſuch ground, that, when the in- 
creaſe of bis ſever obliged him to ſend for aſſiſt. 

' ance, the doctor, at his firſt arrival; ſhook his 
head, wiſhed he had been ſent for ſooner, and in- 

_ rimated that he thought him in very imminent 
danger. Mr Allworthy, who had ſettled all his 
affairs in this world, and was as well prepared as 
it is poſſible for human nature to be for the other, 
received this information with the utmoſt calm- 
neſs and unconcern. He could, indeed, when 
he laid himſelf down to reſt, tay with Cato zn che 
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Len, ne, to ſleep or die. e e 


10 reality he could day this with t ten times more 


Foes and confidence than Cato, or any other 
proud fellow among the ancient or modern heroes: 


n 


tor he was not only. devoid of fear, but might be 
. conſidered as a faithful labourer, when, at the 


-of haryeſt, he is ſummoned to receive his re- 
ward at the bands of a bountiful maſter. 
The good man gave immediate orders for all 


5 bis family to be ſummoned round him. None of 


theſe were then abroad, but. Mrs Blifil, who had 
been ſome time in London, and Mr Joer whom 


the reader had juſt parted from at Mr Weſtern's, 
-and who 9 this ſummons juſt as Sophia had 


left. him. 
The news of Mr Allworthy's danger, (for the 


ſervant told m he was dying) drove all thoughts 


of love out of bis head. He hurried inſtantly into 


the chariot which was ſent for him, and ordered 
the chachman to drive with all imaginable haſte; 
nor did the idea of Sophia, I believe, once occur 


to him on the way. 


And now the whole family, namely, Mr Blikil, 
Mr Jones, Mr Thwackum, Mr Square, and ſome 

of the ſervants, (for ſuch were Mr Allworthy's 
orders), being all aſſembled round his bed, the 
man fat up in it, and was, beginning to 
ſpeak, when Blifil fell to e and began 
to expreſs very loud and bitter lamentations. Up- 
on this Mr ene ſhook him by the hand, and 
ſaid, * Do nor ſorrow! thus, my dear nephew, at 
the moſt ordinary of all human occurrences. 


When misfortunes befal our friends, we are juſtly 
. . 
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grieved; for thoſe are accidents which: might of- 


ten have been avoided; and which may feem to 
render the lot of one man more peculiarly unhap- 


than that of others; but death is certainly un- 


avoidable, and is that common lot in which alone 


the fortunes of all men agree: nor is the time 


when this happens to us very material. If the 
wiſeſt of men hath compared life to a ſpan, ſurely 


we may be allowed to conſider it as a day. It is 
my fate to leave it in the evening; but thoſe who 


are taken away earlier, have only loſt a few hours, 
at the beſt little worth lamenting, and much oft- 
ener hours of labour and fatigue, of pain and ſor- 


row. One of the Roman poets, I remember, 
likens our leaving life to our departure from a. 
feaſt. ' A thought which hath often occurred to 


me, when I have ſeen men ſtruggling to protract an 
entertainment, and to enjoy the company of their 


friends a few-moments longer. Alas | how ſhort is. 
the moſt protracted of ſuch enjoyments l how im- 


material the difference between him who retires. 


the ſooneſt, and him who ſtays the lateſt | This 
is ſeeing life in the beſt view, and this unwilling- 
neſs to quit our friends is the moſt amiable mo- 


tive from which we can derive the fear of death; 
and yet the longeſt enjoyment which we can hope 
for of this kind, is of ſo trivial a duration, that 


it is to a wiſe man truly contemptible. Few men, 


I own, think in this manner: for, indeed, few 


men think of death till they are in its Jaws. 
However gigantic and terrible an object this may 
appear when it approaches them, they are never- 
theleſs incapable of ſeeing it at any diſtance 3 nay,. 


though they bave been ever ſo much alarmed and 
_ frightened when they have apprehended them- 


ſelves in danger of dyings they were no ſooner 


cleared 
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dee From this apprehenſion, than even the 


ſears of it are eraſed from their minds. But alas! 


- he who eſcapes from death is not pardoned ; de is 
only reprieved, and reprie ted to a ſnort day. 


Grieve, therefore, no more, my dear child, 
on this occaſion; an event which may happen e- 


very bour, which every element, nay, almoſt e- 


very particle of matter that ſurrounds us, is ca- 
pable of producing, and which muſt and will moſt 


unavoidably reach us all at laſt, ought neither to 


occaſion our furpriſe nor our e 495 we 43 39 
My phyſician having acquainted me, (which I 


| take very kindly of him) that I am in danger of 
leaving you all very ſhortly, I have determined to 


ſay a. few words to you at this our parting, before 
my diſtemper, which I find grows very faſt _ 
mes, puts it out of my power. 

But I ſhall waſte my ſtrength too . in- 
tended to ſpeak concerning my will, which, though 
1 have ſettled long ago, I thought proper to men- 
tion ſuch heads of it as concern any of you, that 


1 may have the comfort of - perceiving. you are 


all ſatisfied with ne + cons I bare e made 
OT you. 75x EY 

'* Nephew Blikil, 1 leave you the bee to my whole 
eſtates. except only 500 l. a-year, which is to re- 
vert to you after the death of your mother, and 
except one other eſtate of $001. a- year, and the 
ſum of 60001., which L have. beſtowed i in the fol- 
loving manner: | 
Ihe eſtate of 500 l. a-year. L have given to you, | 


Mr Jones. And as I know the inconvenienct 


- which attends the want of ready maney, I have 
added 1000 l. in ſpecie. In this I: know not whe- 
ther I have exceeded or fallen ſhort of your; ex- 
PORE Perhaps dea will think I have given 
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you too little, and the world will be as ready to 
condemn me for giving you too much; but the 
latter cenſure I Jeſpiſe, and alſo ths former, 
unleſs you ſhould entertain that common'error, 
which i have often heard in my life: pleaded as 
an excuſe for a total want of charity; namely, 
that inflead of railing gratitude by voluntary acts 
of bounty, we are apt to raife demands, which,. 
of all others, are the molt boundleſs and moſt dif- 
ficult to ſatisfy Pardon me the bare mention of 
this; I will not ſuſpect any ſuch thing.“ 
Jones flung himſelf at his benefaQtor's feet, and 
taking eagerly hold of his hand, aſſured bim his: 
goodneſs to him, both now, and at all other times, 
had fo infinitely exceeded, not only his merit, but 
his hopes, that no words could expreſs: ant ſenſe of 
it. And I aflure you, Sir,” ſaid he, your pre- 
ſent generoſity hath left me no other concern than 
for the preſent melancholy occaſion. Oh, my- 
friend my father? Here his. words choaked: 
him, and he turned away to hide a tear which was- 
munten from his eyes. 
Allworthy then gently ſqueetad kis hand; and! 
proceeded-1 ws: I am convinced, my child, that 
ou have much goodneſs,. generoſity, and honour: 
in your temper; if yeu will add prudence and re- 
ligion to theſe, you muſt be happy; for the three 
former qualities, I admit, make you worthy of 
| happineſs, but they are the latter "Only. which will! 
you in poſſeſſion of it. by: 
One thouſand: pounds I have given to you; Mr 
Thwackum; a ſum, I am convinced, which — M 
ly exceeds your deſires, as well as your Wants. 
However, will receive it as a memorial . 
my friendſhip, and whatever ſuperfluities may re- 
_ 0 Lathe that 144 which you ſo rigidly: 
* 3 maintain, 
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maintain, wit inſtruct you how to diſpoſe of them. 
- © A like ſam, Mr Square, I have bequeathed to 


5 you. This, I hope, will enable you to purſue 


your profeſſion with better ſucceſs than hitherto. 


= I have often obſerved with concern, that diſtreſs 


is more apt to excite contempt than commiſera- 


tion, eſpecially among men of buſineſs, with 


whom poverty is underſtood to indicate want of 


. ability. But the little I. have been able to leave 
vou, will extricate you from thoſe difhculties with 


which you have formerly ſtruggled, and then doubt 


not but you will meet with ſufficient proſperity to 
ſupply what a man of your, PEP: temper 


will require. 


I find myſelf growing faint, ſo 1 ſhall refer 


you to my will for my diſpoſition of the reſi- 


due. My ſervants will there find ſome tokens 


to remember me by; and there are a few chari- 
ties which, I truſt, my executors will ſee faith= 


fully performed. Bleſs you | oa | * am TRE out 
a little before you. 


Here a footman came baftily i into the room; = 
faid there was an attorney from Saliſbury, who 
had a particular meſſage, which he ſaid he muſt 


- communicate to Mr Allworthy bimſelf : that he 


ſeemed in a violent hurry, and proteſted be had 
ſo much buſineſs to do, that if he could. cut 
himſelf into tur Quartem, al would. not be tut 


8 ficient, / ” i 


Go, child, » faid Ady to Blifl, C bee. what 
the gentleman wants. I am not able to do any 


bufineſs now, nor can he have any with me, in 
Which you are not, at preſent, more concerned 
than myſelf. Beſides, I really am am incapa- 
dle of ſeeing any one at preſent, or of any longer 


; Attention. He then _—_ them ally ſaying, — 0 
#& "A wo >, 3 haps. 
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haps he ſhould'be able to ſee them again; but he 


2 ſhould be now glad to compoſe himſelf a little, 


finding that he had 00 wuch nenen his ſpirits 
in diſcourſe. 


Sede e comp d Wars: wt eiNG- 


5 3 and; even the philoſopher Square wiped his 
eyes, © albeit unuſed to the melting mood.“ As to 
Mrs Wilkins, ſhe dropt her pearls as faſt as the 


Arabian trees their medicinal! gums ; for this was 


a ceremonial which that eee ne ver omit- 
ted on a proper occaſion. _» 5 
After this, Mr Allworthy again Ein himſelf 
down on his wet] and ee to ee 
We to reſt. e en, PIRTnO Ed 


. 
4 * AI pills hag : 
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Bispks 954 656 Wer riaiet, chains was an- 
other ſource for that briny ſtream which ſo 
| plentifully roſe above the two mountainous cheek+ 
bones of the houſe-keeper, She was no ſooner re- 
tired, than ſhe began to mutter to herſelf in the 
following pleaſant ſtrain :/* Sure'maſter might have 
made ſome difference; methinks, between me and 
2 other ſervants. I ſuppoſe he hath left me mourn- 


3 but i'fackins l if that be all, the devil ſhall 
3 —— it for him for me. I'd have his worſhip know 


Jam no beggar. | I have ſaved five hundred pounds 


in his ſervice, and after all to be uſed in this man- 


ner |—It is a fine encouragement to ſervants to 


de honeſt 3- and, to be ſure, if I have taken a little 


ſomething now and then, others have taken ten 


times as much; and now we are all put in a lump 


together. If ſo be that it be ſo, the legacy: may 
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go to i devil with him thar Pts it. No, I 
wont give it up neither, becauſe that will pleaſe 
ſome folks. No, Fl boy the gayeſt gown. I':can 
= and dance over the old curmudgeon's grave 

in k. This is my reward for taking his part ſo 


_ often when all the country. have cried ſhame of 


bim, for breeding up his baſtard in that manner; 


but be 5s now going where he muſt pay for all. 


It would have become him better to have repent- 
ed of his ſins on his death-bed, than to glory in 
them, and give away his eſtate out of his own fa- 
mily to- a 3 child. Found in his bed, 
forſooth ! a pretty ay, thoſe that hide 
know where to find. e forgive him, I war- 
rant he hath many more baſtards to anſwer for, if 
the truth was known. One comfort is, they will 
all be known where he is a-going now. -* The 
- ſervants will find ſome tokens to remember me 
M- * Thoſe were the very words; I ſhall never 
Forget them, if I was to live a thouſand years. Ay, 
ay, I ſhallremember you for huddling me among 
the ſervants. One would have thought he might 
have mentioned my name as well as that of Square ;. 
but he is a gentleman, forſooth, though he had 
not clothes on his back when he came hither firſt... 
Marry come up with ſuch gentlemen! though be 
bath l lived here this many years, I don't believe 
{there is arrow a ſervant in the houſe ever ſaw the 
"colour of his money. The devil ſhall wait upon 
- Much a gentleman for me. Much more of the like 
kind ſhe muttered to herſelf z, but this 75 ſhall: 
ſufſice to the reader.” _ © 
Neither Thwackum nor Square were woke 
better ſatisfied: with their legacies. / Though they 
{breathed not their reſent ment fo loud, yet, from 
ak Gſcamtene: * 3 in theit countenan=-- 
F | \ cas, 
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ces, as well as from the following dialogue, we 
collect hat no hoes plealyes ene in 1 ü 
minds. Rs, 7 53 
About an owe aſtes! they bad left the 6 ck 
room, Square met Thwackym in the hall, and ac- 
coſted bim thus: Well, Sir, have you heard any 
news of your friend ſince we parted from him 5 
© If you mean Mr Allworthy, anſwered Thwack⸗ 
um, I think you might rather give him the ap- 
pellation of your friend: for he ſeems to me to 
have deſerved that title.“ The title is as good 
on your fide,” replied Square, for his bounty, 
ſuch as it is, hath been equal to both.“ I ſhould 
not have mentioned it firſt,“ cries Thwackum; 1 
but Gince you begin, I muſt inform you Lam of 
a different opinion. There is a wide diſtinction 
between voluntary favours and rewards. The du- 
ty I have done in his family, and the care I have 
taken in the education of bis two boys, are ſer- 
vices for which ſome men might have expected a 
greater return. I would not have you imagine 1 
am therefore diſſatisfied; for St Paul hath taught 
me to be content with the little 1 bave. ' Had the 
modicum been lefs, I ſhould have known my du- 
ty. But though the Scripture! obliges me to re- 
main contented, it doth not en join me to ſnut my 
eyes to my own merit, nor reſtrain me from 
ſeeing, when J am injured by an unjaſt compari- 
ſon.“ Since you provoke me, returned Square, 
that injury is done to me: nor did | evet ima» 
gine Mr Allworthy bad beld my friendſhip ſo 
light, as to put me in balance with one who re- 
ceived bis wages. I know to what it is owing; 
it proceeds from thoſe narrow principles which 
you have been fo long endeavouring to infuſe in- 
to him, in contempt of every thing which is = 
> - | an 
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end nate.” The beauty and lovelineſs of friend- 

hip is too ſtrong for dim; eyes, nor can it be per- 

- ceived by any other medium, than that unerring 
rule of right which you have ſo often endeavour- 
eld to ridicule, that you have perverted your friend's 
underſtanding.” 1 wiſh,* cries Thwackum in a 
rage, I wiſh, for the ſake of his ſoul, your damn- 

able doctrines have not perverted his faith. It is 
t this I impute his preſent behaviour, ſo unbe- 
coming a Chriſtian. . Who but an Atheiſt could 
think of leaving the world without having firſt 
made up his account? without confeſfing his fins, 
and receiving that abſolution which he knew he 
had one in his houſe duly authoriſed to give him? 
He will feel the want of theſe neceffaries when 
it is too late. When he is arrived in that place 
Where there is wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, it 
is then he will find in what mighty ſtead tha: Hea- 
then goddefs, that virtue which you and all other 
Deiſts of the age adore, will ſtand him. He will 
then ſummon his prieft when there is none to be 
found, and will lament the want of that abſolu- 

_ tion, without which no finner can be ſafe. * If 
it be ſo material,” ſays Square, © why don't you 
Preſent it him of your own accord?“ It hath 
no virtue, cries Thwackum, © but to thoſe who 
Have ſufficient grace to require it. But why do l 

talk thus to a Heathen and an unbeliever? It is 
zou that taught him this leſſon, for which you 

4 == been well rewarded in this world, as I doubt 
not your diſciple will ſoon be in the other. 1 
-know not what you mean by reward,” ſaid Square, 
ES *©but if you hint at that pitiful memorial of our 
il friendſhip, which he hath thought fit to bequeath 
4 e 22 8 its and ine but the unforrunate 
5 B tuation 
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ſituation of my circumſtances ſnould prevail on 
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The phyſician now arrived, and began to in- 
quire of the two diſputants, how we all did above 
ſtairs? * In a miſerable way, anſwered Thwack - 
um. It is no more than I expected, cried; the 
doctor: but pray what ſymptoms have appeareti 
ſince I left you? No good ones, I am afraid,” 
replied Thwackum; after what paſt at our de- 
parture, I think there were little hopes.“ The 
bodily phyſician, perhaps, miſunderſtood the curer 
of ſouls, and before they came to an explanation, 
Me Blifil came to them with a moſt melancholy 
countenance, and acquainted them, that he brought 
ſad news; for that his mother was dead at Saliſ- 
bury: that ſhe bad been ſeized on the road home 
with the gout in her head and ſtomach, which 
had carried her off in a few hours. Good lack - 
a-day, ſays. the doctor. One cannot anſwer for 
events: but I wish I bad been at hand to have 
been called in. The gout is a diſtemper which it 
is difficult to treat; yet I have been remarkabl 
ſucceſsful in it.“ Thwackum and Square both 
condoled with Mr Blifil for the loſs of his mother, 
which the one adviſed him to bear like a man, 
and the other like a Chriſtian. The young gen- 
tleman ſaid, he knew very well we were all mor- 
tal, and he would endeavour to ſubmit to his loſs 
as well as he could. That he could not, however, 
help complaining a little againft the peculiar ſe- 
verity of his fate, which brought the news of ſo 
great a calamity to him by ſurpriſe, and that at a 
time when he hourly. expected the ſevereſt blow he 
was Capable of feeling from the malice of fortune. 
He ſaid, the preſent occaſion would put to the 
| teſt thoſe excellent rudiments which he had _ 
| | e 
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ed from Mr Thwackum and Mr Square, and it 
would be entirely owing to them, if 25 was) en- 
- abled'to ſurvive ſuch mis fortunes Þ 
It was now debated whether Mr Allworthy 
| ſhould be informed of the death of his ſiſter : this 
the doctor violently oppoſed; in which, I believe, 
the whole college would agree with Ria; But Mr 
Blifil ſaid, he had received. ſuch poſitive and re- 
peated orders from his uncle, never to keep any 
| ſecret from him, for fear of the diſquietude which 
it might give him, that he durſt not think of diſ- 
obedience, whatever might be the conſequence. 
He ſaid, for his part, conſidering the religious and 
I philoſophic temper of his uncle, he could not 
agree with the doctor in bis apprehenſions. He 
was therefore reſolved to communicate it to him: 
- for if bis uncle recovered (as he heartily prayed 
he might) he knew he would never forgive an 
endeavour: to keep a ſecret of this kind from him. 
The phyſician was forced to ſubmit to theſe! re- 
x; Gees, which the two other learned gentlemen 
very highly commended. So together mæved Mr 
Blisl and the doctor towards the ſick room; where 
the phyſician firſt entered, and approached the 
bed, in order to feel his patient's pulſe, which he 
had no ſooner done, than he declared he was much 
beiter; that the laſt application had ſucceeded to 
2 miracle, and had brought the fever to intermit : 
ſo that he ſaid, there appeared now to be as little 
danger as he bad Vefory Pea reh were 
0 W 
Iu?o0 ſay the tick: Mr Allworthy? 8 EOS had 
never been ſo bad as the great caution of the 
doctor had repreſented :*but as a wile general ne- 
ver deſpiſes his enemy, however inferior that ene- 
9927 force may be, ſo neither does a . 
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cian ever defpiſe a ükſteniper, Gawahek: inebnlf- 

Ae As the fotmer preſerves the fame ſtrict 
difcipline,” places the ſame 'guris, Soar 16 the 
ſame ſcouts, though the enemy be ever fo” weak 3 
To. the latter maintains the Na e of coun- 
tenance, and ſhakes bis head with” the" ſame fig- 
_ wificant air, let che diſtempet be eber ſo trifling'; 
and both, among many other good baes, may af-. 
fign this folid reaſon for their Conduct, that by 
theſe means the greater glory redounds to them 
if they gain the victory, and the leſs diſgrace, if 
by any unlucky: accident they ſhould happen to be 
conquered. 

Mr Allwortby had ho fooner Need h hie eyes, 
ant! thanked onion for theſs hopes c of his recovery, 
than Mr Blifil drew near, with a very dejected 
_ aſpect; and having applied his handkerchief to 
his eye, either to wipe away his tears, or to do, 
as Ovid ſomewhere FRE. himſelf” on . 
occaſion, . ry *7 - FR fs 5 EST fat "of 


Si nullus ert, tamen exon: . AG Ic 
If there be none, then wipe away that naue: 9 


he communicated to his untle what-#he reader 
hath been juſt before acquainted; with. 
_ Allworthy received the news with concern, with 
patience, and with: reſignation; He diopt a ten- 
der tear, then compoſell his /countevance;; and at 
laſt! cried, be Lord's Wiesen f 
_ T1011 en To Dt ug g. 119 
Homorivicomquited for the meſten ut: Mr 
Blifil told him, it had been impoſſible. to det ain 
bim a moment; for denn ar e hur- 
ty he was in, to have ſome bhuſmeſs of i mpott ance 
on his hands: that he 9 af bding. hut» 
Vor. J. A 
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rigd, and driven and torn FL of: his life, and: re- 
he could HET him- | 
elf into four quarters, be knew how #9 diſpoſe of 
ever one. 
A Iworthy | then defired Blifil to take care of the 
om. He ſaid he would baye his filter depoſit; 
bis own. chapel; andi ag tothe particulars, 
be lch 12 to bis own, diſcretion, only mention- 
the the Regen whom RR WON fare en on on 
this Fa ION. 1 . 
7143188 Kol 8 
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bug © £530 1 


E reader m. perhaps, wonder at beating 
Te of % Þ Jones in the laſt chapter.— 


In fact, his LE, was fo different from that 


of the perſons: there mentioned, that we chooſe 


not deo Fonfopnd bis name with theirs. 
When the good man had ended his ſpeech, Jones | 


was the laſt who deſerted the room. {+ 'Thence he 


retired to his on apartment, to give vent to his 
cbncern ; but the: reſtleſſneſs of his mind would 


not ſuffer him to remain long there: he flipped 
ſoftl y; therefore; t to Mr Allworthy's chamber · door, 


| besen dene a conſiderable time without 


hearing any kind of motion within, unleſs a vio- 


lent ſnoring, which at laſt his fears miſtepreſent- 


ed as groans. This ſo alarmed bim, that he could 


not forbear entering the room, where he found 
the good man in the bed, in a ſweet compoſed 


en bis r in the above 1 
e 


— 
- 


Chap o AN obnn hee 45 


ed hearty manner, at the becks Feet; ; t,. Te 1 imme- 
diately took the only method of filencing this 
thorough-baſs, whoſe muſic he feated might diſ- 
turb Mr Allworthy; and then fitting down 55 = 
nurſe, he remained motionleſs tilt Blihr and 
doctor came in together, and waked the ſick Frag ; 
in order that the doctor might feel bis pulſe, and 
that the other mi ht communicate to him that 
piece of news which, had Jones been appriſed of 
it, would have had great difficulty of finding its 
way to Mr Allworthy's ear at ſuch a ſeaſon. 

When he firſt heard Blifil tell his uncle this 
ſtory y, Jones could hardly contain the wrath which 
kindled in him at the other's indiſcretion, eſpeci- 
ally as the doctor ſhook his head, and declared his 
unwillingneſs to have the matter mentioned fo his 
patient. But as his paſſion did not fo far deprive. 
him of all, uſe of his underſtanding, as to hide 
ſrom him the confequences which any, violent ex- 
preſſions towards *Blifil might have on the ſick 
this apprehenſion ſtilled his rage at the preſent 
and he grew afterwards fo ſatisfied with finding 
that this neus Had, in fact, produced no miſchief, 
that he ſuffered his anger to die in his own boſom, 
without ever mentioning it to'Blifil, © * | | 

- The phyſician dined'that day at Mr Allworchy⸗ $ I 
and having after dinner viſited his patient, he re- 
turned to the company, and told them, that he 
had now the ſatisfaction to ſay, with aſſurance, 
that his patient was out of all danger: that he 
had brought his fever to a pei fect intermiiſſion, and 
doubted not, by throwing 1 in the n, to prevent 
its/return, 

This account fo pleaſed 1 and zügen him 
into ſuch immoderate, excels of, rapture, that he 
mane be aca ſaid to be drunk with Joy 3 an in- 
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toxication which greatly Berau the, effect of 
wine; and as he was. very oy too with the bot · 


tle on 11 5 oecaſion, (for. he Urank many bumpers. 


to mt doctor $ health. as well as to other. toaſts) 
ban very ſoon literally drunk, 

Jones had naturally \ violent animal ſpirits; J theſe. 
wing ſet on float, and augmented. by the ſpirit of 
wine, produced molt extravagant effe M. He kiſſed 
the doctor, and e him with the moſt paſſion- 


ate endeatments, Adee that, next to Mr All- 


worthy himſelf, h e loyed. 1 of all men living. 
Dector, added he, you deſerve a are to be erec- 
ted to jou at the pu ublic expence, for having preſetr- 
ed a man wha is not on 7 of all good men; 
who know him, but a 7 25 to ſociety, the glory 
of his country, and an honour to buman nature. 
D—n Pe. if ! don t ef AB, better, than my own 
ul. | 

Mere Game bar vou,“ cries. We 


* JED I think you. Da reaſon to love him, for 


be bath. provided very well for you. And perhaps 
it might have been better for ſome folks, that he. 


had not lived to ſee juſt reaſon of revoking his gift. 


Jones now, Tak © ok on Thwackum with incon- 
ceiveable diſdain, anſweted, And doth, thy mean, 
ſoul imagine. that any, ſuch conſiderations could 


weigh with me? No, let the earth open and. 


ſwallow her own dirt, "it I had millions of acres 
I would ſay it), rather than ſwallow up — dear 


e friend” Ho. Yr 410 TE 
. cbr 70 I; t puter a aut zee, „ e 
#5 AJ N 1 * 1 


The 
* What e or i a get t bonds to our defire of. 
ſo dear a friend The word deſiderium here: cannot eaſily be tranſ- 


lated It n aur deſire of enjoying our friend again, and the 
trieb which, attends that deſire. - * 
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- The” doctor now interpoſed, and prevented the 
effects of a wrath which was: kindling between 
Jones and Thwackum; after which the former 

ve a looſe to mirth, fang two or three amorous 
ſongs, and fell into every; frantic diſorder which 
unbridled Joy is apt to inſpire but ſo far was he 
from any diſpoſition to quarrel, that he was! ten 
times better atoared, if ge nern ben ne 
Was er!? ns 07; 1! © 

Io ſay the mb, beg more erroneous than 
the common obſervation, that men who are ill- 
natured and quatrelſome when they are drunk, are 
very werthy perſons when they are ſober; for 
drink, in 3 doth not reverſe nature, or cre- 
ate palſions in men which did not exiſt in them 
be fore. It takes away the guard of reaſon, and 
conſequently forces as to produce thoſe ſymptoms, 


which many, when ſober, have art enough to con- 


ceal. It heightens and inflames our paſſions, 
(generally indeed that paſſion which is uppermoſt . 
in our mind), ſo that the angry temper, the amo- 
rous, the generous, the good-humoured, the ava- 


ricious, and all other diſpoſitions of men, are in 


their cups heightened and expoſed. . 

And yet as no nation produces ſo many drunk- 
en quarrels, eſpecially among the lower people, 
as England; (for indeed, with them to drink and 
to fight together are almoſt ſynonymous terms 3 
I would not, methinks, have it thence concluded, 
that the Engliſh are the worſt-natured people a- 
live. Perhaps the love of glory only is at the bot- 
tom of this; ſo that the fair concluſion ſeems to 
be, that our countrymen have more of that love, 
and more of bravery, than any other plebeians. 
And this the rather, as there is ſeldom any thing 
ungenerous, unfair, or ill-natured, exerched on 


2 3 thoſe 


- 


— 


4 
/ 


— 


27 v HISTORY of: Book Vo 
choſeioccaſion nay, ite is common · for the-com- 


fs good will fon each ether, even 
at the time of the conſtidt; and as theit drunken 


mirthk generally ends in A battle fade matttofrt hair 


attles anch an friemtffiip.; 9 911 [19] RVs 481 
But / tu retutiu er un baftory: | "Though Jongs 
had ſhewry no dxſign of giving offence,, yet Mo 
Bifi was higbly offended at a hebaviour which 
was ſo inconfiſtent with the ſober and prudent re- 
_ ſerve of his on temper. He bote it tog with the 
giuͤcater impatience, as it appeared to him Keg in- 
decent at this ſeaſon, ben u he! ſaid, the 
houfe was a houſe of mourning on the account of 
bis dear mother: and if it hach pleafed Heaven to 

ive him ſameproſpe@ of Mu Allworthy's tecovery, 
it would become them better to expreſs the exul- 
1a'ions of their hearts in thankſgivingy than in 
drunkenneſs and ciats, which wete properer me- 
thods to inoreaſe the divine wrath than to ayers 
ie“ Phwackum, 'who:had:{wallowed more liquor 
khan Jones, bur wirhout any ill effect on his brain, 
feoonded ibe pious harangue of Blißl: but Square, 
for reaſons/which: the reader may probably. guels, 
was totally ſilent. 

Wine had nor fo wy pb errd Jones, as 
to preuent his recollecting Mr Blifil's lols, the mo- 
ment it was mentioned. As no perſon, therefore, 
was mote ready to confeſs. and condemn his on 
errors, he offered to ſhake Mr Blifil by the handy 
and begged his pardon, ſaying, his excelkive_ joy 
for Mr Allworthy's recovery e ee fg other 
rhoughr out of his mind. 

Blifil fcorn fully. rejected ie Ry us Wy with 
much indignation, anſwered, It was litile to be 
wondered at, if tragical beeckscken made no im- 
1 on the blind; 3 for his patt, he 2 

te 


% 
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the mis fartune to, k w: who, his zrents were, and 
nenten mult be 7 21 g che 
ones, n ing bis go umour, 
121 DEN e ie, ene 
Bapeg, haſtily from his, chzir, And, Aicbing hold 
95 lifihs , cgllar, keg ont, Dran Jou fot a 
cal, do, vou igſult, me with the misfortune, of 
1 bickb 2, ale accompatic theſe words with 
uch rough actions, that they, ſaon got the befrec 
of Mc Blial's peaceful t temper; and a ſcuffle. im- 
mediately enſued, Which might have r 
miſchief, had it. not been prevented by the inter- 
pobyion, of Tbwackum, and dhe phyſician, for; the 
philoſophy of:..Q Square rendered þ him ſuperior. to 
all emotions; and he \ very calmly ſmoaked his pipe, 
as was was his cuſtom in, all hroils, unleſs when 
he n ſome e f having it broke 
ann ET Ee: 155 
The combatants being nom prevented rs ex- 
ecuting preſant pengeange on each other, betpok 
themſelves to the common refources of diſappoint- 
ed rage, and vented their wrath in threats and de- 
ange. In, this kind of conflict, Fortune, whieh 
in the perſonal attack ſeemed to incline to Jones, 
was now altogether as favoutable to his enemy. 
A truce, nevertheleſs, was at length agreed on, 
by the mediation. of the neutral parties, and the 


whole company again ſat down at the table, where 


Jones being prevailed, on to alk. pardon, and. Blifil 
to give it, peace was ae and eg thing 
ſeemed in flatu'qua.. 

But though the quarrel. was,. in all. appearance, 
perteRly reconciled, the. good humour which had 
been interrupted by it was by no means reſtored. 


All merriment. was now. at an end, and the ſub- : 


woken diſcourſe conſiſted only of grave c 
0 
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of matters of fact, and of A Urne obſervations 
upon them. A ſpecies of converfation in which, 

though there is much of dignity and inſtructien, 
A | there is but little” entertainment. As ve pre- 
S fume, therefore, to convey only this laſt to the 
1 feader, we ſhalt paſs e was fald, till 
the reſt of the company having by degrees dropped 
off, left only Square and the phyſician together, 
at which time the converſatipn was'a little eigdt⸗ 
enced by ſome comments on what had happened 
between the two young g gentlemen; 'both of whom 
the doctor declared to be no better than ſcoun- 
Y drels ;' to which appellation the philoſopher, yey 
4 e nem] bis head, 1 2 5 FRF FLATTS © 


bes Mitre” 


A s E 


. T7 1 A P. 5 5 i 1 4-4 54 E 


| Shewing the with of many e if O64; bd 
-* of other more grave writers, aubo have Nd Be- 
Jona contradiction, Fhat wine! 17 e 'the IN prays 


6095 TRE SY £7 


of incontinency.” | * 


3 2 "I 14 
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[ONES retired oY BY company in Which we 
: have ſeen him engaged, into the fields, where 


he intended to cool himſelf by a walk in the open 
air, before he attended Mr Anden There, 
Whilſt he renewed thoſe meditations on his dear 
Sophia, which the dangerous illneſs of his friend 
and benefactor had for ſome time interrupted, 
an accident happened, which with forrow we re- 
late, and with ſorrow, doubtleſs, will it be read: 
However, that hiſtoric truth to which we profeſs 
ſo inviolable an attachment, obliges us to commu- 
nicate it to poſterity. 

It was now a pleafant evening, in the latter end 


of June, when our hero was walking in a moſt de- 
licious 


= 
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licious.gr r the. entle breezes fannin 
the e hg the A "ſweet, tfilling af 4 
murmuring ſtream, an "the. melodiqus notes. of 


nightingaleg, P50 altogether. the moſt. enchant- 5 


ing h een : his ſcene, ſo ſweetly, accommo · 


ated to love, l itated on bis dear Sophia. | 


bile his wanton fancy royed upbpunded, over all 


her. beautjes, aud bis lively ; ima ination painted, 


the charming maid in various raviſhing - fot ms, bis, 


warm heart RAY: with tenderneſs, and at length 5 


throwing himſel on. the. ground, by the fide of a. 


9 70 Parmprjng brook,. he; Broke forth, ne 


e fol! lowing each lation; nk hs F 
0 Sophia, would Heaven give. thes to my arms, 
How bleſt would be my condition Curſt be that 


fortune which ſets a diſtance between us. Was BE 


but' poſſeſſed oh thee, one only ſuit.of ra; gs thy. whole 
eſtate, is there, a man on cath whom Tl envy 1 
How contemprible ' ould the brighteſt Circaſſian 
beauty, dreſt TA all T's jewels c of the Indies, appear 
to my eyes ! But why do L mention anotber woman? 
Could I think my eyes capable of looking at any 
otber with tenderneſs, theſe hands ſhould. tear 
them from, my bead. No, my, Sophia, if cruel 
fortune ſe rates us for VEL my, ſoul ſhall, doat 
on thee alone. The ghaſteſt tonſtancy. will I ever, 
reſerve to thy i image. | {Tho ugh. I ſhould. never: 


ave poſſeſſion, of thy GERD per ſon, (till halt, 


thou alone have. poſſeſſian of my thoughts, my 
love, my ſoul. Ob my.fong. beact is 1o.;wrapt. 


in that tender boſom, that the brighteſt. beautics, 


wauld fon me hape ng 99 90 nos would a hermit; 
be colder. in their, races. ; Sophia, Sophia a- 
lone © hall be mine. Wb rapt aces. are in that, 
name [ I: will engrave,1t, on every, tree,” 


At theſe, words. Ne Laxtecl up, and beheld—not his: | 


5 Sophia— 


A Win * I £ AIP 8 : D © 5 4 
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| eſt part of the grove... 
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ae 0 mal richly aud ele- 
tly attited for the Grand Sine ſeraglio. 
03 withgut a gown, in a ſhift that was ſome- 


| what of the 3 anGnobe of the cleaneſt; be- 


dewed likewiſe with e odoriferous' effluvia, the 
1 of the day's' ks ür, with a pitchfork in 
er hand, Molly Seapriin 9 Our hero 
had his penkniſe in his hand, -which be bad drawn 
ſor the before-mentioned purpgle of ' carving on 
the bark; W t* rl coming near him, cry'd 
out with a fmil Yo u don't ng to kill me, 
ſquire, I bbps Pt Why: ſhould you, think I would 
kill you?! anſwered Jones. 7 Naß, replied ſhe, 
* after your crue] uſage'of me when! 110 you laſt, 
killing me would, perhaps, be two great kindneſs 


for wn to c 175 SIND 6 # 


Here enſue parkey \ which, as I do not think 
myſelf bblized to Re it, 1 Han omit. It is ſuf- 
ficient that it lafted 4 oll garter of an hour, at 
the concluſion of * ich "they retired into the thick 


O71 * 


1 


Some of my readers may be inclined to think 
is event unnatural: 'bowever, the fact is true; 
and, perhaps, may be ſufficiently accounted for, 
by ſuggeſting, that Jones proba ly . on a 
woman better than none, and Moll probably 
51 ned two men to be better Man bag Beſides 
fore mentioned motive aſſigned to the pre- 
ſent behaviour of Jones, the reader will be like- 
wife pleaſed to recollect in bie favour, that he 
was not at this time perfect maſter ot that wonder- 
ful power, of reaſon. which ſo well enables grave 


and wiſe men to ſubdue their unful W e and 
tt decline any of theſe” prohibite 

Wine now had totally fubd fied this power in Jones. 
1 He Was, indeed, ina condition, in n if Yeaſon 


amuſements. 


1 Ys had 
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had, ;interpoſed, though only: to adviſe, te might 


have received the anſwer which, one Cleoſtratus 
gave many years ago to a ally fellow,” who aſked 
him, if he was not aſhamed to be drunk? Are 
not you,“ " faid | Cleoftratus, F iche to admoniſh 
a drunk man? 1g ſay the : Full, in a court of 
jultice, a 08 m be an excuſe, vet, 
in a court 9 conſcience 7 is greatl! ſo; a Me 
therefore Ariftotle, who, commends the laws © 
Pittacus, by which drunken-men received double 
uniſhment for their ctimes, allows there is more 
of policy than julkice i in that. law... 'Naw, if there 
are any tranſgreſſions pardonable from drunken- 
neſs, they, are certainly, ſuch as Mr Jones was at. 
preſent guilty. of; on which bead 1 could pour 
orth a vaſt profulion of learning, if I imagined it 
ould; either entertain my reader, or teach him 
any thing more than he knows already. For his 
ſake, therefors, 1 ſhalf keep my learning to my- 
ſelf, and return to my hiſtorß. 

It hath been obſerved, that fortune ſeldom doth 
things by halves. 10 lay the truth, there is no 
end to her freaks whenever ſhe is diſpoſed to gra- 
tify or diſpleaſe. No ſooner had our hero Tetired 
with his Dido, „ 


Sdpeluncam Bl. 2 dab os divinus candem D 
Deveniunt 1 9) 


the parſon and' the young ſquire, who were Hog 

_ a ſerious walk, arrived at the ſtile which leads in- 

to the grove, and the latter caught a view of the 1 

lovers, juſt as they were ſinking out of fight. . | 

Blifil knew. Jones very well, though he was at 
above a hundred yards diſtance and he was as 
ar to the * of 1 6er pee, „ not 
3 e to 
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miſtaken. 2 


bs ws $4684 & ec . 
TAE kudividla-p ene Eee hh fte, d bieten hiln- 


| Tell, and uttered A 2 Pied TA e I 
Bar 


' Thwackum expreſſed fome furprite at 
{2 emotions, and. aſked the ph of. Wm.” 55 
ich Blifil ; infwered, He was certain he had {cen 
N Keile and wendch 'r etire together amon Ig. the 


i 


1 7 which he 0 e SE with ſome wie 
2d purpol ſs. "AS, o the me 0 © Toe es he Thought 
| 7 


Pepe to conceal and go! he did fo muſt be 
eft to the Ae of 1 agacious reader: for 
we never Chooſe-ro i n wotfee to the aftior 


of men, when, there 1 18,305 poſibilicy of our being 
2 The parſop, v who' was not only ftciuly chaſte i in 
his t bwn perſon, but; a great enemy to the oppolite 
vice in all others, fired at this informatior He 


deſired. Mr Bli61 1 to conduct him immediately to 


the place, which as he approached, he breathed 
forth vengeance mixed with lamentations; nor 
did he refcain from caſting ſome oblique. reflec- 
tions on Mr Allworthy ; inlinuating, that the wie- 


| Kedneſs of the country was principally owing. to 


the encouragement he had given to vice, by hav- 
ing Exerted ſuch kindneſs to a baſtard, and by hav- 
ing mitigated that juſt and wholeſome rigour of 
the law, which allots a * Ws Fe to 
looſe wenches. 

The way through which our hunters. were to 
paſs in purſuit « of their game, was ſo beſet with 
briers, that it greatly obſtructed their walk, and 


Tauſed, beſides, ſuch, a ruſtling, that Jones had 


fufficient Warning of their arrival, before they 
could ſurpriſe, him; nay, indeed, ſo incapable was 
Thwackum of . concealing his indigvation,, and 
ſuch vengeance did he mutter forth every ſtep he 


took, that this alone muſt have abundantly 5 
ed 
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ed Jones that he was (to uſe the language of qu 
hes found fitting,” N 


CHAP. . 


15 which a (Baie in Mr Pipes arte of i a mile;' in- 
troduces as bloody a baitle as can poſſibly be you 
without the os ance of fect or W irn. 


As! in the ſeafon of Raines 5 ak 
phraſe, by which the vulgar denote that 
gentle a which in the well-wooded * foreſt 
of Hampſhire, paſſes between lovers of the ferine 
kind) if, while the lofry-creſted ſtag meditates the 
amorous ſport, a couple of puppies, or any other 
beaſts of hoſtile note, ſhould wander ſo near the 
temple of Venus Ferina, that the fair hind ſhould 
ſhrink from the place, touched with that ſome- 
what, either of fear or frolic, of nicety or ſkittiſh- 
neſs, with which nature hath bedecked all females, 
or hath, at leaſt, inſtructed them how to put it on; 
leſt, through the indelicacy of males, the Samian 
myſteries ſhould be pried into by unhallowed eyes : 
for, at the celebration of theſe rites, the female 
Prieſteſs cries out with her in Virgil, (who -was 
then, probably, hard at work on ſuch celebration), 


——Procul, O procul efte,. profani ; "a 
Proclamat 7 ates, tatogue abjiſtite luco. 


Far hence be fouls prophane, © 
The 8 * cryd, and 22 the grove abſtain. 
DRTDEN 


If, I fay, while theſe ſacred rites, which are in 


common to genus 0mmne animantium, are in. agita- 
Vork. ! Aa tion 


„ and may mean either a forel} 
e 1 
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tion between the ſtag and his miſtceſs, any hoſtile 
beaſts ſhould venture too near, on the firſt hint 
iven. by the frighted bind, fierce and . 
fruſhes forth the ſtag to the entrance of the thicket; 
there ſtands he centinel over his love, ſtamps the 
ground with his foot, and with his horns brandiſh- 
ed aloft in the air, proudly provokes. the W 
hended foe to combat. 
Thus, and more terrible, Then he perceived the 
enemy's approach, leaped forth our hero. Many 
2 üſtep advanced he forwards, in order to conceal 
the trembling hind, and, if poſſible, to ſecure her 
retreat. And now Thwackum, having firſt darted | 
ſome livid lightning from his fiery. eyes, began 
to thunder forth, © Fy upon it! fy. upon it! Mr 
Jones: is it poſſible you ſhould. be the perſon ?? 
{© You! oy anſwered Jones, it is poſſible I ſhould 
-be here,” + And who,” ſaid Thwackum, is that 
wicked gut. with you? if I. have any wicked 
Nut with me, cries Jones, it is poſſible I ſhall 
not let you know who ſhe is.“ TI command you 
to teli me immediately, ſays Thwackum; and I 
would not have you imagine, young man, that 
your age, though it bath, ſomewhat abridged” the 
« purpoſe of tuition, hath totally taken away the 
authority of the maſter. - The relation of the maſ- 
ter and ſcholar | is indelible, as, indeed, all other 
relations are: ſor they all derive their original 
from Heaven. I would have you think yourſelf, 
therefore, as much obliged to obey me now, as 
_ when I taught you your firſt rudiments.* * I be- 
lieve you would,” .cries Jones; but that will not 
bappen, unleſs you had the ſame birchen argu” 
ment to convince me.* -* Then I muſt tell you 
_- plainly,” faid Thwackum, I am reſolved to diſcover 
the wicked co And I muſt tell you plainly,” 
„5 returned 


1 


4B 
F4 
E , 
I 4 
9 
i : 
by 
* 1 
4 "of 
by 
+4 
9 * 
5 
2 
. ] 
8 7 
'F | 
D . 
_ 
# i j 
* 1 
*% 
= 
* 
+ 
» 
== 
1 bs 
Rt 
1 ö 
i 1 
75 
I 
* 
: 


£1 


=. 


— 


Chap. un. | A FOUNDLING. „ os. 


returned Jones, © I am reſolved you ſhall: not.“ 

Thwackum then offered to advance, and Jones 

laid hold of his arms; which Mr Blifil endeavour- 

ed to reſcue, declaring he would not ſee his old 
maſter inſulted.*. - 

Jones now finding himſelf res with two, 
thought it neceſſary to rid himſelf of one of his 
antagoniſts as ſoon as poſſible. He therefore ap- 
plied to the weakeſt firſt; and letting the parſon 
go, he directed à blow at the young ſquire's hreaſt, 

which luckily taking place, reduced him * mea- 
ſure his length on the ground. 

Thwackum was ſo intent on the diſcovery, that 
the moment he found himſelf at liberty, he ſtep- 
ped forward directly into the fern, without any 

reat conſideration of what might, in the mean 
time, befal his friend; but he had advanced a very 
ſew paces into the thicket, before Jones, having 
defeated Blifil, overtook the parſon, and dragged 
him backward by the ſkirt of his coat. 

This parſon had been a champion in his youth, 
and had won much "honour by his fiſt, both at 
ſchool and at the univerſity. He had now, indeed, 
for a great number of years, declined the practice 
of that noble art; yet was his courage full as ſtrong 
as his faith, and bis body no leſs ſtrong than either. 
He was, moreover, as the reader may, perhaps, 
have conceived, ſomewhat iraſcible in his nature. 
When he looked back, therefore, and ſaw his 
friend ſtretched out on the ground, and found him- 
ſelf at the fame time ſo roughly handled by one 
who had formerly been only paſhve in all conflicts. 
between them, (a circumſtance which highly ag- 
gravated the whole), his patience at length gave 
way; he threw himſelf into a poſture of offence 


| and, collecting all bis force, attacked Jones in the 
Aa 2 „ irony 


as 
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front, with as much impetuoſity as be had for- 
merly attacked him in the rear. 5 
. Our hero received the enemy e attack with the 
moſt undaunted intrepidity, and his boſom re- 
founded with the blow. This he preſently return- 
ed with no leſs violence, aiming likewiſe at the 
parſon's breaft; but he dexterouſly drove down the 
fiſt of Jones, ſo that it rt᷑ ched only his belly, where 
two pounds of beef, and as many of pudding were 
then depoſited, and whence, conſequently, no hol- 
low ſound could proceed. Many Juſty blows, much 
more pleaſant as well as eaſy to have ſeen, than to 
read or deſcribe, were given on both fides ; at laſt 


* a violent fall, in which Jones had thrown his knees 


into Thwackum's breaſt, fo weakened the latter, 
that victory had been no longer dubious, had not 
- Blifil, who had now recovered his ſtrength again, 
Tenewed the fight, and, by engaging with Jones, 
given the parſon a moment's time to ſhake his rs 


ndnd to regain his breath. 


And now both together attacked our hero, wie 
blows did not retain that force with which they 
had fallen at firſt; ſo weakened was he by his 
combat with Thirackum: for though the peda- 
gogue choſe rather to play ſolos on the human in- 
ſtrument, and had been lately uſed to thoſe only, 


yet he ſtill retained enough of his ancient know- 


ledge to perform his part very well in a duet. 
The victory, according to modern cuſtom, was 
like to be decided by numbers, when on a ſudden, 


a fourth pair of fiſts appeared in the battle, and 


immediately paid their compliments to the parſon: 
and the owner of them, at the fame time, crying 
out, Are you not aſhamed, and be d- d ws 
Jon, to fall two of you upon ons? 
Ae 88 * was of the kind that, the 
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diſtinction's ſake, is called Rorar, now raged, 
with the utmoſt violence during a few minutes; 
till Blifil, being a ſecond time laid ſprawling by . 
Jones, Thwackum condeſcended to apply for 
quarter to his new antagoniſt, who was now found 
to be Mr Weitern himſelf; for in the heat of the 


ay 
* 


— 


* 


— 4 


action none of the combatants had recognized him. 


In fact, that honeſt ſquire, happening, in his 


afternoon's walk with ſome company, to paſs; 


through the field where the bloody battle was 
fought, and having concluded, from ſeeing three 


men engaged, that two of them muſt be on one 


ſide, he haſtened from his companions, and with . 
more gallantry than policy, eſpouſed the cauſe of 
the weaker party; by which generous proceeding, , 


he very probably prevented Mr Jones from be- 


coming a victim to the wrath of Thwackum, and 


to the pious friendſhip, which Blifil bore his old 
- maſter : for, beſides the diſadvantage of ſuch odds, 


Jones had not yet ſufficiently recovered the former 
ſtrength of his broken arm. This reinforcement, . 


however, ſoon put an end to the action, and Jones 


with his ally obtained the vidtory. . 
0 HA . Es 


In whichis feen a more moving ſpectacle, than all the 


blosd in the bodies of T hwackum and Blifil, and 
of twenty other ſuch, is capable of producing. 


"PHE reſt of Mr Weſtern's company were now 


+ come up, being juſt at the inſtant when the 
action was over. Theſe were, the honeſt clergy- 


man whom we have formerly ſeen at Mr Weſtern's 


table, Mrs Weſtern, the aunt of Sophia, and, i 


laſtly, the lovely Sophia herſelf, | 
; . A a 3 . At 
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At this time, the following was the aſpect of the 
bloody field : In one place lay on the ground, all 
pale, and almoſt breathleſs, the vanquiſhed Blifil. 
| Near him ſtood the conqueror Jones, almoſt co- 

vered with blood, part of which was naturally his 

dn, and part had been lately the property of the 
Rev. Mr Thwackum. In a third place ſtood the 
ſaid Thwackum, like King Porus, ſullenly ſubmit- 
ting to the conqueror. The laſt figure in the piece: 
was Weſtern the Great, moſt glorioufly forbear-., 
ing the vanquiſhed foe. 

Blifil, in whom there was little Gem of life; was 
at firſt the principal object of the concern of every 
one, and particularly of Mrs Weſtern, who bad 
drawn from her pocket a bottle of hartſhorn, and 
was herſelf about to apply it to his noſtrils, when 
on a ſudden the attention of the whole company 
was diverted from poor Blifil, whoſe ſpirit, if it 
had any ſuch deſign, might have now taken an op- 
portunity of ſtealing off to the other ways with- 
out any ceremony. 

For now a more melancholy and a more lovely 
object lay motionleſs before them. This was no 
other than the charming Sophia berſelf, who, from 
the fight of blood, or from fear of her father, 
or from ſome other reaſon, had fallen down in W 
ſwoon, before any one could get to her affiftance. 

Mrs Weſtern firſt ſaw her and ſcreamed. Im- 
mediately two or three voices cried out, Miſs 
Weſtern is dead. Hartſhorn, water, every remedy 
was called for almoſt at one and the fame inſtant. 

The reader may remember, that in our deſcrip- 
tion of this grove, we mentioned a murmurin g brook, 
which brook did not come there, as ſuch gentle 


ſtreams flow through vulgar romances, with no o- 


ther purpoſe than to murmur. No; Fortune had 
9 | e decreed 
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decreed to ennoble this little brook with a higher 
honour then any of thoſe which waſh the plains of: 
Arcadia ever deſerved. 

Jones was rubbing Blige 8 n d ; for be be. 

n to fear he had given him a blow. too much. 
when the words, Miſs Weſtern and dead, ruſhed” 


at once on his ear. He ſtarted up, left Blifl to 


bis fate, and flew to Sophia, whom, while all the 
reſt were running againſt each other backward. 
and forward, lookfng for water in the dry paths, 
he caught up in his arms, and then ran away as 
her over the field to the rivulet above mentioned ;. 
where, plunging himſelf into the water, he con- 
trived to beſprinkle her Face, head, and neck, very 
plentifully. 


3 


Happy was it for Sophia, that the Lane confu=- 


fion which prevented her other friends from ſerv- 
ing her, prevented them likewiſe from obſtruQting: 
Tones. He had carried her half-way, before they. 


knew what he was doing, and had actually reſtor- 


ed her to life before they reached the water-fide : 
the ſtretched out her arms, opened her eyes, and 
cried, Oh Heavens! juſt as her father, d and 
the parſon, came up. 

Jones, who had hitherto held this lovely 3 
in his arms, now relinquiſhed his hold; but gave 
her at the ſame inſtant a tender careſs, which, had 
her ſenſes been then perfectly reſtored, could not 
have eſcaped her obſervation. As he expreſſed, 
therefore, no diſpleaſure at this freedom, we ſup- 


- 


poſe ſhe was not l recovered from her 


ſwoon at the time. 

This tragical ſcene was now e into a 
ſudden ſcene of joy. In this our hero. was, moſt 
certainly, the principal character: for as he pro- 
only felt more ecſtatic delight in having ſaved * 

| N ay 
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: arcived where 1 hwackum had got Mr Blifil again 


x21 phia, han the herſelf received from being faved, 
ſo neither were the congratulations paid to her e- 


qual to what were conferred: on Jones, eſpecially 
Þl. Mr Weſtern himſelf, who, after having once 
ot twice embraced bis daughter, fell to hugging 


{and kiſſing Jones. He called him the preſerver of 


Sophia, 127 declared there was nothing except 
her, or his eſtate, which he would not give him; 
but, upon recollection, he'afterwards excepted his 


- fox-hounds, the Chevalier, and Miſs Slouch, (for. 
fo he called his favourite mare). 


All fears for Sophia being now removed, Jones | 
became the object of the ſquire's conſideration. — 
Come, my lad,” ſays Weſtern, © d'off thy quoat 
and waſh thy fexce ; for art in a deviliſh pickle, I 
promiſe thee. Come, come, waſh thyſelf, and 


* fha't go huome with me; and we'll zee to vind 


thee another quoat.” | 
"Jones immediately complied, threw of his coat, 


went down to the water, and waſhed both his face 
and his boſom ; for the latter was as much expoſ- 


ed and as bloody as the former: but though the 
water could clear off the blood, it could not re- 
move the black and blue marks 8 Thwackum 


bad imprinted on both his face and breaſt, and 


which, being diſcerned by Sophia, drew from her 
a ſigh, and a look full of inexpreſſible tenderneſs. 
Jones received this full in his eyes, and it 


had infinitely a ſtronger effect on him than all the 


contuſions which he had received before. An ef- 


fect, however, widely different ; for ſo ſoft and 
_ balmy was it, that had all his former blows been 


ſtabs, it would for ſome minutes have Sta 


his feeling their ſmart. 
Tbe company now moved backwards, and ſoon. 


on 


«* 


with, that all quarrels were to be decided by thoſe 
weapons only with which Nature, knowing what 


is proper for us, hath ſupplied us; and that cold 
iron was to be uſed in digging no bowels but thoſe 


of the eartb. Then would war, the paſtime of 


monarchs, be almoſt inoffenſive, and battles be- 
tween great armies might be fought at the parti- 
cular deſire of ſeveral ladies of quality; who, to- 


gether with the kings themſelves, might be aCtual 


ſpectators of the conflict. Then might the field: 


be this moment well ſtrewed with human carcaſ- 


es, and the next, the dead men, or infinitely the 


| hwy part of them, might get up, like Mr. 
ayes's troops, and march off, either at the ſound 

of a drum or fiddle, as ſhould be previoully agreed: 

on. SEAS: 15 e 

I would avoid, if poſſible, treating this matter 


ludicrouſly, leſt grave men and politicians, hmm 


I know to be offended at a jeſt, may cry piſh at 


it ; but, in reality, might not a battle be as well 
decided by the greater number of broken heads, 
bloody noſes, and black eyes, as by the greater 


heaps of mangled and murdered human bodies © 


Might not towns be. contended for in the ſame - 


manner? Indeed this may be thought too detri- 


mental a ſcheme to the French intereſt, ſince they 


would: thus loſe the advantage they have over o- 
ther nations in the ſuperiority of their engineers: 
but when I conſider the gallantry and generofity 
of that people, I am perſuaded they would never 
decline putting themſelves upon a par with: their 


adverſary, or, as the phraſe is, making themſelves. 


hie maten. | 

But ſuch reformations are rather to be wiſhed 
than hoped for: I ſhall content myſelf, therefore, 
with this ſhort hint, and return to my narrative, 


Weſtern 


on his legs. Here we cannot ſuppreſs 2 pious 
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© Weſtern began now tio enguire into the original 
8 of this quarrel; to which neither Blifil nor 
* Obe any anſwer;: but Thwackum ſaid ſur- 
CT believe the cauſe is not far off; if you 
3 — the buſhes well you may find her.“ $16 Find. 
her?” replied Weſtern, * me have you been 
fighting for a wench?“ © Aſk the gentleman in 
418 Waiſtcoat there,” ſaid Tbwackum, ©he beſt 
knows.* * Nay, then,” cries Weſtern, it is a 
wench certainly—Ah, Tom, Tom, thou art a li- 
- quorith dog :—but come, gentlemen, be all friends, 
And go bome with me, and make final peace over 
a bottle.“ I aſk your pardon, Sir, ſays Thwack- 
um, it is no ſuch light matter for a man of my 
© charaQter to be thus injuriouſly treated and buffet- 
ted by a boy, only becauſe I would have done my 
| duty, in endeavouring to detect and bring to juſ- 
tice a wanton harlot: but, indeed, the principal 
14 lies in Mr Allworthy and yourſelf : for if 
you put the laws in-execution as you ought to dos = 7 
you would ſoon rid the country of theſe vermin.” 
II would as ſoon rid the country of foxes,” cries 
_ Weſtern. | I think we ought to encourage the 
_ recruiting thoſe numbers which we are ad, day 
Jofing in the war. But where is ſhe ?——Pri- 
-- - thee, Tom, ſhew me.“ He then began to beat a- 
bout, in the fame language, and in the fame man- 
ner, as if he bad been beating about for a hare, 
and at laft cried out, Soho! puſs is not far off. 
Here's her form, upon my ſoul; I believe I may 
cry, ſtole away.“ And indeed ſo he might, for he 
bad now diſcovered the place whence the poor girl 
had, at the beginning of the fray, ſtolen: aways 
upon as many fect as a hare gencrally uſes 1 in tra- 
Nan, 
1 now dclired her ache to return 17 8 
8 133 faying 
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ſaying, the found herſelf very faint, and appre= __ 
com- 
plied with his daughter's requeſt, (for he was the 
fondeſt of parents). He earneſtly endeavoured tio 
prevail with the whole company to go and ſup 


 hended a relapſe. The ſquire immediately 


with him; but Blifil and Thwackum abſolutely 
refuſed ; the former ſaying, there were more rea» 


ſons than he could then g's why be muſt 
he latter declaring, 


decline this honour; and t 
(perhaps rightly), that it was not proper for a per- 


ſon of his function to be ſeen at any place in bie 


preſent condition, 


* Jones was incapable of refuſing the pleaſure of _ 
being with his Sophia. So on be marched with -— 


Squire Weſtern and the ladies, the parſon bring- 


ing up the rear. This laſt bad, indeed, offered to 
tarry with his brother Thwackum, profeſſing, his 
regard for the cloth would not permit him to de- 


part; but Thwackum would not accept the fa- 
vour, and with no 


Mr Weſtern. 


Thus ended this bloody fray; and thus ſhall end : 


h the fifth book of this hiſtory. 
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